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 "And the natives showed us unusual kindness; for they kindled a fire and made 
us all welcome, because of the rain that was falling and because of the cold" (Acts 
28:2).  
 Altruistic kindness is a pleasure to see no matter who performs it or who receives 
it. Kindness for its own sake is one of the finest expressions of the Biblical principle that 
man was created in God's image. It becomes proof of God's design and evidence of our 
likeness in His Holy nature. Even among the pagan barbarians of Malta, the residual 
effects of God's creation of man can be seen.  
 The natives of Malta saw 276 cold, wet refuges on their shores, and took 
compassion on their plight. This kindness driven sense of empathy moved them to take 
action by relieving the suffering of Paul's company and supplying their needs. They did 
so with no apparent hope of reward or repayment, for the sailors, soldiers, and 
prisoners alike lost everything in the shipwreck. They were unconcerned that these 
were Romans, Egyptians, and Jews and not fellow Punic islanders. They simply saw 
people in need and went immediately to their aid.  
 What lessons on kindness can a contemporary Christian learn from first century 
pagan barbarians? 
 First, kindness is a Divinely designed disposition. God, who is love, created us in 
His own image. God loves the whole world and desires that all the lost be saved. To this 
end, He sent Jesus Christ as the payment for the sins of humankind, and He is patiently 
waiting for the world to obey the Gospel (John 3:16; 2Peter 3:9). It should follow that 
one who professes to be of God ought then to feel toward his fellow human beings the 
same way that God does; that is, have an innate desire for the well-being of others, 
especially their spiritual welfare. This also involves caring for the physical needs and 
easing the suffering and burdens of those who are afflicted due to circumstances 
beyond their own control. "As we therefore have opportunity, let us do good unto all 
men, especially those who are of the household of faith" (Galatians 6:10). "Pure religion 
and undefiled before God and the Father is this, To visit the fatherless and widows in 
their affliction, and to keep himself unspotted from the world" (James 1:27).  
 A Christian is actively kind because that's the way God made him. Even the 
barbarians of Malta showed that design by the way they treated Paul and his 
companions. It is to be noted that this Divine characteristic of kindness in man can be 
circumvented by sin. Sinful thoughts and behaviors can eventually overcome the natural 
impulse to protect the vulnerable and weak, and can instead lead one to become 
bestial, preying on them just like pirates and thugs. Therefore, avoiding sin and sinful 
thoughts can help us to preserve the Divine attribute of kindness that God instilled in 
man at Creation. 
 Second, kindness is a great equalizer. In effect, one need not be great in order to 
do great kindnesses. The Maltese saved the lives of the hapless travelers. Consider 
their condition: 1) they had eaten only one meal after 14 days of abstinence (Acts 
27:20-21,33), 2) they had spend many days in despair giving up any hope of being 
saved, 3) they went overboard in a storm that was tearing the ship apart and swam to 



shore (27:41-44), 4) they were exposed to rain and cold (28:2). In their physically 
weakened and emotionally distressed condition they would likely have died huddled on 
the beach of the barbaric island had not the natives shown them "unusual kindness."  
 What a reversal of position and fortune! The Romans were in control of the 
known world, the Egyptians were the bread basket of the Mediterranean, and the Jews 
were the financiers of the empire; and they all found themselves dependent on the 
tender compassion of the lowly barbarians. Truly God can use whomever He chooses 
to manifest His will and design. 
 Third, kindness is indiscriminate. It is less concerned with itself than with the 
needs of others. The islanders could have stayed indoors until the storm was over and 
remained warm and dry. Instead, they suffered discomfort so that others might be 
comforted.  
 In addition, the Maltese showed no concern for the cost of this rescue effort. 
Instead, they took the shipwrecked travelers into their homes and cared for them 
"courteously" for three days (28:7), "honored" them in many ways (28:10), and gave 
them provisions for the rest of their journey. No where in the text is it suggested that the 
natives expected to be repaid. Kindness reaps a poor physical harvest, but the spiritual 
reward is beyond imagination.  
 "Then shall the King say unto them on his right hand, Come, ye blessed of my 
Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the world: For I was 
an hungered, and ye gave me meat: I was thirsty, and ye gave me drink: I was a 
stranger, and ye took me in: Naked, and ye clothed me: I was sick, and ye visited me: I 
was in prison, and ye came unto me. Then shall the righteous answer him, saying, Lord, 
when saw we thee an hungered, and fed thee? or thirsty, and gave thee drink? When 
saw we thee a stranger, and took thee in? or naked, and clothed thee? Or when saw we 
thee sick, or in prison, and came unto thee? And the King shall answer and say unto 
them, Verily I say unto you, Inasmuch as ye have done it unto one of the least of these 
my brethren, ye have done it unto me" (Matthew 25:34-40). 
 Last, kindness is beautiful for its own sake. Eerdman writes of kindness: 
"Kindness is highly esteemed of God, it is beautiful in the sight of men, it is that which 
adorns the doctrine. It is to the character what the bloom is to the plant" (Pulpit 
Commentary, Vol. 18, p 329-30).  
 All hearts love to receive kindness. Good hearts bestow it. Great hearts rejoice in 
it. Kindness is touched by hunger and cold, by fear and suffering. Kindness sees no 
race or color, age or gender; for in the eyes of kindness, nothing that is human is 
foreign. 
 Kindness is the shine on the Christians' armor; it is the down in the quilt of 
morality; it is the proof that we are made in God's image. Like the barbarians of Malta, 
go out and show "unusual kindness" to those who suffer on your coasts. 


