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 Do you ever get a little weary of the paradoxical situa- tion where the anti-
rebuking brethren rebuke the pro- rebuking brethren? It always seems rather 
hypocritical to me when a preacher warns others to avoid other preachers who go about 
warning others. I have heard it said over the years that one cannot rebuke another the 
same way Jesus and the apostles did, because we are not inspired as were they. I have 
also been told, after presenting a clear first principles sermon, that I offended the 
visitors and that they probably wouldn't come back. It has been suggested to me that 
most preachers for conservative, non-institutional churches are too negative and that 
the church won't grow until we be- come more upbeat and preach hearer-friendly 
sermons. 
 Some are getting tired of this call for soft preaching. Combine this weak-
preaching weariness with the fear of declining memberships in many local churches, 
and the stage is set for those who are un- balanced in the other direction to begin doing 
harm. You know the type; they only feel like they are doing the Lord's work when they 
are blistering someone's ears with vitriolic invective.   
 It is my conviction that the only way to please the Lord is to present scripture-
based sermons in a plain manner characterized by love for God, truth, and souls. 
Apparently, it is the same way the apostle Paul felt about preaching Christ: "And I, 
brethren, when I came to you, came not with excellency of speech or of wisdom, 
declaring unto you the testimony of God. For I determined not to know anything among 
you, save Jesus Christ, and him crucified. And I was with you in weakness, and in fear, 
and in much trembling. And my speech and my preaching was not with enticing words 
of man's wisdom, but in demonstration of the Spirit and of power: That your faith should 
not stand in the wisdom of men, but in the power of God" (1Corinthians 2:1-5). 
 It would be helpful if some evangelists would stop using politically correct speech 
and "preach sermons" instead of "sharing thoughts" from the pulpit. Yet while I find 
sermons filled with cute stories and illustrations to be tedious, I am just as fatigued by 
those who think that every time they pick up a pen or start their word processor to write 
a sermon or article, they have to attack someone or something. 
 This kind of individual is especially dangerous on the Internet. There is 
something about being alone in an office and reading material and messages that come 
via the modem that leads some to feel that the writers are nothing more than 
cyberspace constructs and not real people who simply may be sincerely mistaken. 
Therefore, attacking them becomes little more than a sort of religious video game; after 
all, they are not likely to meet face to face, are they?  
 Truly embarrassing is the a brother has the truth on an issue, but he handles it 
poorly thinking that just because he has the truth, he doesn't need to study and 
honorably answer the one in error; merely labeling him is enough. Then when he faces 
an opponent who is better educated and prepared, he is intimidated and can't think of 
an answer, so he just calls him a liberal instead. Peter tells us we must have an answer 
for the one who asks us about our faith (1Peter 3:15). Paul told Timothy to give 
diligence to rightly dividing the truth so that he does not need to be ashamed (2Timothy 



2:15). Calling the errorist names is not the answer Peter and Paul had in mind when 
they wrote those texts. One must always answer error with a scriptural response. 
 A few years ago I was in a class studying the Bible with eight sectarians and two 
members of the church. Seven out of eight of the denominationalists had learned the 
following lessons from the six classes that I taught: 1) God does not approve of religious 
division and doctrines of men, 2) God's word is the only authority in religion, 3) God's 
word is not to be changed, 4) there is one church governed by God's word, 5) the 
church of the NT can exist today, and 6) all men are sinners and need to obey the 
gospel. Two of them appeared to be considering baptism, but they had not yet made up 
their minds. It is unlikely that the eighth person would ever agree; she was a retired 
Pentecostal minister. 
 In spite of the progress that we had made, one of the Christians in that study 
went behind my back and arranged for another preacher from a neighboring city to 
come in and be a guest teacher. He told him, "Paul is too soft, and he won't tell Mrs. 
____ like it is."  When we arrived at class, he brought his own lectern with him, wore a 
black three piece suit, and, instead of sitting down with us around the table like we had 
done from the beginning, he stood over everyone. He introduced his study by saying 
that he wasn't going to "mince words and preach it soft like others have been doing." 
 He proceeded to "tell it like it is" on tongues and women preachers. Within five 
minutes, he and Mrs. _____ were in a shouting match. She called him a fool, and he 
said she was a bigger fool. And then it really got ugly. After a few minutes, four people 
left the class. I went back one more time, but I wasn't able to get anywhere with the rest; 
and, of the two who were considering obeying the gospel: to this day they want nothing 
to do with the Lord's church. 
 But here is the saddest part: after the debacle ended, one of the Christians came 
up to me grinning from ear to ear saying, "Wasn't that great! He sure told her like it is." 
He appeared to love controversy for controversy's sake. The scriptures describe men 
like this: "Some indeed preach Christ even of envy and strife; and some also of good 
will: The one preach Christ of contention, not sincerely, supposing to add affliction to my 
bonds" (Philippians 1:15-16). 
 The Savior said: "Behold, I send you forth as sheep in the midst of wolves: be ye 
therefore wise as serpents, and harmless as doves" (Matthew 10:16). The apostle Paul 
wrote: "Speaking the truth in love..." (Ephesians 4:15ff). Let's choose the Lord's way. 
Teach the word with bold- ness and kindness, with honesty and sincerity, in truth and in 
love. 
 


