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 If Jesus were here today, where would He worship? We must remember: many 
of Jesus' problems came from the various religious groups of His day. Wouldn't that sort 
of oppo- sition still face Him today? He certainly didn't tolerate the departures from 
God's way that were generated by the different religious groups 
 In Christ's day, Jewish sects existed (Pharisee, Sadducee, Essene...). Jesus had 
little patience for their divisive attitudes and often condemned the doctrines that divided 
them. How can we possibly believe He would think otherwise today? His prayer in John 
17 petitioned the Father that we (those who believe on Him through the teachings of the 
apostles) would be united. In fact, our unity would become evidence to the world that 
Christ was sent (Jn. 17:20-21). He told the eleven after Judas left the room that their 
love for each other would be proof of discipleship (John 13:35). 
 Indeed, were the Lord to walk among us today incarnate, He would in all 
likelihood be appalled by the denominationalism and sectarian attitudes among those 
who profess to be His disciples. No wonder the Message does not resonate with the lost 
as it ought. Furthermore, I believe He would be opposed by those who call themselves 
Christians, simply because He would not espouse their particular theological revision of 
the word of God. I fear that the Lord would not be welcomed into very many sectarian 
pulpits today. 
 Jesus' own apostles preached this same message of unity. Peter was taught a 
stern lesson in Acts 10 that God has little regard for a person's background. On one 
occasion, Peter forgot that lesson and was a party to a rift between Christians of a 
Hebrew back- ground and Christians with a Gentile heritage. However, Paul rebuked 
him; and, Peter loved him for having done so (Gal. 2:11-14; 2Peter 3:15). 
 The church at Corinth was in danger of creating a number of sects or mini-
denominations based on who it was that converted them. "Now I beseech you, brethren, 
by the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that ye all speak the same thing, and that there 
be no divisions among you; but that ye be perfectly joined together in the same mind 
and in the same judgment. For it hath been declared unto me of you, my brethren, by 
them which are of the house of Chloe, that there are contentions among you. Now this I 
say, that every one of you saith, I am of Paul; and I of Apollos; and I of Cephas; and I of 
Christ. Is Christ divided? was Paul crucified for you? or were ye baptized in the name of 
Paul?" (1Corinthians 1:11-13).  Paul commanded them in the name of Jesus Christ that 
they "all speak the same thing" (verse 10). That injunction is no less binding today. I 
believe we ALL can speak the same thing. I believe that God in His infinite wisdom can 
give (and has given) us a book that can be understood by humankind. After all, if He 
can create the world and give us life, He certainly can generate an understand- able 
message to man. 
 "How that by revelation he made known unto me the mystery; (as I wrote afore in 
few words, Whereby, when ye read, ye may understand my knowledge in the mystery of 
Christ)" (Ephesians 3:3-4). Paul said we can understand it. "These things have I written 
unto you that believe on the name of the Son of God; that ye may know that ye have 
eternal life, and that ye may believe on the name of the Son of God" (1John 5:13). John 



said we can understand it. And, if we can all understand it to the same extent the writers 
understood it, it necessarily follows that we can understand it alike. 
 Paul told the Ephesians that there is "one faith," suggesting that following that 
one faith simultaneously will generate unity and peace. "Endeavouring to keep the unity 
of the Spirit in the bond of peace. There is one body, and one Spirit, even as ye are 
called in one hope of your calling; One Lord, one faith, one baptism, One God and 
Father of all, who is above all, and through all, and in you all" (Ephesians 4:3-6). I 
believe it is incumbent on all who call themselves Christians to open God's word, find 
that faith, share it with others, and be united based upon it. To do any less would mean 
that we do not have God. "Whosoever transgresseth, and abideth not in the doctrine of 
Christ, hath not God. He that abideth in the doctrine of Christ, he hath both the Father 
and the Son. If there come any unto you, and bring not this doctrine, receive him not 
into your house, neither bid him God speed: For he that biddeth him God speed is 
partaker of his evil deeds" (2John 9-11). Would the Son of God want ought to do with a 
people who bite and devour one another over dogmas written by men, however well 
intentioned they may be? 
 The whole point is that the Holy Spirit has revealed that one can open the Bible, 
read and understand it, become a Christian by heeding what it says, and be a part of 
the body of believers and followers of Jesus Christ just like they did in Acts 2, without 
the influence or assistance of creeds of men. 
 That body of believers and followers of Jesus in Acts 2 came together for 
worship, teaching, and fellowship. We can do the same thing today without becoming a 
denomination or a sect of men. That is the Church that Christ would be comfortable 
gathering with to- day. The body of believers and followers of Jesus Christ who wear 
His name and practice His doctrine 


