
"Bibles Only?" 
By Paul R. Blake 
7/2/00 
 
 (Editor's note: I was asked the following question by a devout sister in Christ. The 
answer should help us to better understand the use of un-inspired Bible study 
materials.)  
 Question:  "If I had my own store selling religious materials, how could I in good 
conscience sell anything contrary to the teachings of Christ? For example, could I sell 
commentaries written by Calvinists, Wesleyans, etc.? If so, where do I draw the line? 
Most religious people want to buy religious gewgaws, angels, crosses, et cetera. Does 
this mean that I must limit my supplies to Bibles only?" 
 Answer: First, there is a difference between the spiritual, commissioned work of 
the Church and the secular goals of marketing. The Church is the Divinely ordained 
institution designed by the Lord for the work of soul saving. The members of the church, 
as Christians and servants of God, go into all the world to teach the lost. The Church 
does not sell books, for that would be outside of the realm of its authorized function. It is 
not equipped nor designed to do so. It is governed and operated by the will of God. 
 A bookstore exists for the purpose of selling books. It is not authorized to carry 
out the work of soul saving, nor is it equipped to do so. It is governed and operated by 
regional regulations, the demands of the market, and the sales strategy of the owner. 
Jesus did not say, "upon this block I will build my religious bookstore." There are no 
direct instructions in the New Testament that regulate the sale of religious materials. 
 However, God's word governs the lives of Christians, regardless of whatever 
activity in which they find themselves occupied. Christians recognize God's supremacy 
in their homes, jobs, neighborhoods, and recreation. Even though the activity is not 
directly related the local church, they are still led by God's over-ruling word. If an 
instruction exists that is incompatible with the Christian's work or hobby, the honorable 
child of God eschews the activity. 
 Some books are unacceptable for the Christian to read, sell, or handle in any 
way. Christians shouldn't read, sell, or handle pornography. The injunction against 
lasciviousness is sufficient cause to abstain (Gal. 5:19-21). There are some books that 
are evil and should not be read, sold, or handled by Christians. In Acts 19:18-19: "And 
many that believed came, and confessed, and showed their deeds. Many of them also 
which used curious arts brought their books together, and burned them before all men: 
and they counted the price of them, and found it fifty thousand pieces of silver." 
 On the other hand, this is not to say that, other than the Bible itself and 
commentaries written by brethren, all other religious materials are sinful. Indeed, the 
apostle Paul read and quoted from pagan religious poetry in one of his sermons. In Acts 
17:28, he referred to the writings of the Greek poets Aratus of Tarsus (270 BC) and 
Cleanthes of Assos (300 BC). He used them to make a convincing, valid point to the 
Athenians. There is nothing in the context to suggest that there was anything wrong with 
this usage. The teachings of Jesus, Paul, and John indicates that they had been 
exposed to the non-inspired writings of various digressive Jewish rabbis. In the book of 
Colossians, Paul's familiarity with Gnostic writings indicates he had read them at some 
point. 



 In 1Chronicles 29:29: "Now the acts of David the king, first and last, behold, they 
are written in the book of Samuel the seer, and in the book of Nathan the prophet, and 
in the book of Gad the seer." There are no inspired books of Nathan and Gad. In 
2Chronicles 12:15: "Now the acts of Rehoboam, first and last, are they not written in the 
book of Shemaiah the prophet, and of Iddo the seer concerning genealogies? And there 
were wars between Rehoboam and Jeroboam continually." There are no inspired books 
of Shemaiah and Iddo. In 1Kings 11:41: "And the rest of the acts of Solomon, and all 
that he did, and his wisdom, are they not written in the book of the acts of Solomon?" 
There is no inspired book of the Acts of Solomon. In 2Samuel 1:18: "Also he bade them 
teach the children of Judah the use of the bow: behold, it is written in the book of 
Jasher." There is no inspired book of Jasher. And yet, the inspired word of God by 
implication refers its readers to these other books for additional information. 
 All of this suggests that it is not sinful to read and profitably use religious material 
written by uninspired men or even erring teachers. However, please note this caveat: do 
so purposefully and with caution. Be aware of the potential for apostasy; discern 
between what is helpful and what is destructive (Heb. 5:11-14). 
 The point is: If the inspired scriptures authorize the reading and legitimate use of 
the writings of uninspired men, then the exchange, barter, purchase, and sale of the 
same books for reading and legitimate use are also acceptable. 
 Second, the question is stated in terms of the effect such sales might have on 
one's conscience. Having demonstrated that there is nothing inherently sinful in the 
sales of uninspired religious material, the only other spiritual limiting factor would be the 
individual's conscience. The apostle Paul told the Romans: "Hast thou faith? have it to 
thyself before God. Happy is he that condemneth not himself in that thing which he 
alloweth. And he that doubteth is damned if he eat, because he eateth not of faith: for 
whatsoever is not of faith is sin" (14:22-23). If one does not have a scruple of 
conscience in a matter over which God has not spoken, then "happy is he"; but he had 
better be certain that the activity is not condemned before he practices it. On the other 
hand, if one's conscience is troubled by participation in a given activity, he must abstain 
from it for the sake of his soul. It is sin for one to do something that he thinks is a sin. 
Therefore, if a Christian believes it is a sin to sell Lenski's Commentaries or Barne's 
Notes, then for him it is a sin. 
 For others, the conscientious objection to uninspired religious materials could be 
a matter of degree. For example, he might not be troubled in mind to sell Thayers 
Lexicon, Gospel Advocate Commentaries, and Baker's Bible Atlas, but he would feel it 
is wrong to sell McClaren's Commentaries (Baptist), Pulpit Commentaries (Catholic), 
and Max Lucado's books (extremely liberal). If he can maintain enough of a clientele 
with this limited stock, then fine; but if he cannot stay in business that way, then perhaps 
he should sell shoes or cars or something more marketable but with less spiritual 
controversy for him. 
 With regard to the matter of selling "religious gewgaws, angels, crosses, etc.": 
one should ask, "what legitimate purpose is served by the sale of these items?". The 
Bible discourages the use of religious symbols and emphasizes that one's devout 
manner of life should be sufficient to identify him as a child of God. Therefore, the use of 
religious symbols is superfluous. Such things serve no useful spiritual purpose. One 
should not waste time or space on gewgaws, angels, and crosses, nor the likes of Max 



Lucado and his ilk; religio-psychological "self-help" sections, or quasi-religious party 
supplies. Such things have a higher potential for secularizing and apostatizing one's 
faith. The focus should be on learning and growing in understanding. 


