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 The word of God is so clear to one who has his or her mind open. If one 
approaches it with the determination to see only what he wants to see, then he will see 
only what he want to see and not what God wants him to know. Proof of these two 
alternatives came to me two years ago when a woman wrote to me to ask me for 
confirmation of what she had read and understood in the Bible. Please read on... 
 "I am a divorced woman, and I desire to remarry. The teachings contained in the 
Bible stated that I am unable to remarry in the eyes of Christ. Is this right?" 
 I appreciate your grasp of the teachings of the Bible. You trust the Bible and what 
it has to say on other matters. All you need to do is trust the Bible on the question of 
your marital condition. If the word of God is dependable on the questions of morals and 
doctrines, then it must be trust- worthy on the matter of divorce. While preachers, tracts, 
and web- sites can be mistaken, the Bible cannot be wrong. Let's use the Bible to 
answer your questions, and let's agree that its answers are the correct ones. The Bible 
states, in the words of Jesus: 
 (Matthew 19:3-9) "The Pharisees also came unto him, tempting him, and saying 
unto him, Is it lawful for a man to put away his wife for every cause? And he answered 
and said unto them, Have ye not read, that he which made them at the beginning made 
them male and female, And said, For this cause shall a man leave father and mother, 
and shall cleave to his wife: and they twain shall be one flesh? Wherefore they are no 
more twain, but one flesh. What therefore God hath joined together, let not man put 
asunder. They say unto him, Why did Moses then command to give a writing of 
divorcement, and to put her away? He saith unto them, Moses because of the hardness 
of your hearts suffered you to put away your wives: but from the beginning it was not so. 
And I say unto you, Whosoever shall put away his wife, except it be for fornication, and 
shall marry another, committeth adultery: and whoso marrieth her which is put away 
doth commit adultery." 
 When the Lord was asked about divorce and remarriage, His reply was that one 
who divorces a spouse and remarries another is an adulterer. The only exception to this 
is if one's spouse has been unfaithful, the innocent person can divorce the other and 
remarry without sinning. Jesus made no other exception. He stated that God's intention 
was one man and one woman together for one lifetime, and that man was not to break 
up what God joins together. However, God understands that adultery is such a betrayal 
of trust, that the innocent person is freed from obligation to remain with the marital 
betrayer. Jesus did not permit divorce for any other reason. If one divorces for any other 
reason and remarries, he becomes an adulterer. 
 Jesus' apostles were astonished by His teaching and said that one would be 
better off not to marry than to risk being in this condition. Jesus responded by saying 
that in effect some will have to make themselves eunuchs in order to have a part in the 
Kingdom. 
 This shows us just how serious God is about us keeping our promises and 
making our marriages and families strong. God said to Israel: "For the Lord God of 
Israel says that He hates divorce, for it covers one's garments with violence, says the 



Lord of Hosts. There- fore, take heed to your spirit that you do not deal treacherously 
with one another" (Mal. 2:16; see also vss. 13-15). 
 If you have divorced your husband because he was unfaithful to you, then you 
may certainly remarry acceptably before God. If the divorce was for any other reason, 
Jesus said that remarriage would make you an adulterer. To reinforce this, let the fol- 
lowing passages speak for themselves: Matthew 5:31-32; Mark 6:17-19, 10:11-12;  
Luke 16:18. 
 (She wrote:) "My ex-husband is remarried, so how could I ever get back together 
with him? Am I to remain single the rest of my earthly life? Could you please explain this 
further to me?" 
 Again, as we both trust the Bible to answer correctly, let's see what it has to say 
on these very important questions. (1Cor. 7:10-11) "And unto the married I command, 
yet not I, but the Lord, Let not the wife depart from her husband: But and if she depart, 
let her remain unmarried, or be reconciled to her husband: and let not the husband put 
away his wife." The apostle Paul says that the Lord commands that husbands and 
wives are to remain together. If they depart from each other, they are to remain 
unmarried. 
 (Rom. 7:2-3) "For the woman which hath an husband is bound by the law to her 
husband so long as he liveth; but if the husband be dead, she is loosed from the law of 
her husband. So then if, while her husband liveth, she be married to another man, she 
shall be called an adulteress: but if her husband be dead, she is free from that law; so 
that she is no adulteress, though she be married to another man." 
 According to this verse, the inspired writer said that a woman may be married to 
another man, but God views the first man as her true husband. That is why God said 
that one who divorces a mate and marries another is an adulterer... God still sees the 
first one as the true mate; therefore, that is why He calls being with a second person 
adultery. 
 We can conclude, according to these scriptures, that if you wish to be in the 
Kingdom of God, the options now open to you are: 1) be reconciled to your husband, or 
2) remain unmarried (1Cor. 7:10-11). Since your husband has closed the door to the 
first option, only the second is available to you. 
 It is with heartache that I write these things. As a husband (married for 20+ 
years) and a father (four daughters), I deeply treasure my family relationships and the 
love my wife and I share. I know that I would be an unhappy person alone. However, 
were I to be given the choice between eternal bliss in heaven or temporary happiness 
on earth, I would take the first, even if it meant I must be sad and alone for the rest of 
my physical, mortal life. I would not jeopardize my eternal salvation with a marriage that 
disobeys God's written word. 
 Because of the terrible consequences of divorce, I strenuously counsel young 
dating couples to choose a lifelong mate that they will spend a lifetime with. For once 
one makes the serious mistake of divorcing without a God-given cause, he has forfeited 
his right to happiness in marriage for life. While one can be forgiven of sins, sometimes 
the con- sequences of those sins remain. A young unmarried woman can be forgiven 
for sins of sexual promiscuity, but forgiveness will not undo the fact that her child was 
born out of wedlock. A criminal can obey the gospel of Christ and be forgiven of his sins 
of theft, but that will not undo the consequence of having to finish his jail term and return 



the money. In like manner, one can be forgiven for the sins that led to the breakup of 
the marriage, but that does not remove the loss of marital happiness imposed by God's 
law. 
 (Again, she wrote:) "The church I was with never had a problem with the fact that 
I was divorced, even though it is something I'm ashamed of" 
 Personally, I don't think any church should have a problem with the fact that you 
are divorced, if you have truly repented of the sins that led to that divorce. I have 
several friends and fellow Christians who made the mistake of divorcing for no scriptural 
cause, and have made their lives right with God. They faithfully serve the Lord in 
whatever capacity possible using whatever opportunities that come their way. Some of 
them set remarkably good examples of dedication. Yet, they know that they must 
remain alone in order to measure up to God's stated expectations in His word. To a 
certain extent, they are sad and miss being married. But they have other areas and 
means of fulfillment. You said that you were involved in activities for the young at 
church. This is a good place to start. There is fulfillment to be found in teaching young 
children about the Savior. Service to the Lord in the local church, community service, 
relationships with senior citizens who are alone in this world; all provide opportunities to 
occupy oneself in serving Christ and give one spiritual and emotional fulfillment. 
 Granted, this will not be the same as marital fulfillment. Yet, one of the blessings 
of being a part of God's creation is that we are malleable; we can change and adapt, 
especially when we have such a noble goal as a motivator... going to meet God in 
heaven. I hope that these answers have been of some help to you in this great trial of 
your faith. 


