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 (Editor's note: I received this question from a dear friend in Arkansas who was 
very concerned about the answer given to this query in a Bible class. The matter is very 
important for all Christians to examine, as it relates to our assembling together for 
exhortation - prb) Question: "In our class, one person contended that men (elders or 
men of the congregation) have no right to set rules for assembling in the church where 
God has not commanded. He has also said that God has not commanded that we meet 
on Sunday and Wednesday evening, but that we only have to come for the communion 
service. He compares those that think it is a sin to miss these services to the weak 
brother mentioned in Romans 14. Can you help me answer him?" 
 Answer: Hebrews 10:25 has nothing to do with elders authority in establishing 
times for the flock to assemble, nor is it talking about the Sunday morning communion 
service. Both of these things must be added to the text. It is an instruction for individual 
Christians to assemble for their own benefit as well as for the good of the whole 
congregation. 
 First, let's put Hebrews 10:25 in its proper context. 
 1) 10:19-21 - The writer tells us that through the superior blood of the supreme 
sacrifice of Jesus, the superior new covenant, and Christ's superior high priesthood 
(principles established in chapters 3:1 - 10:18), we can now confi- dently approach God 
for salvation and be courageous in persevering to the end. 
 2) 10:22 - The writer tells us what we must do in order to draw near to God:  a) 
have a true heart, b) be full of faith, c) have a clear conscience, d) must be baptized. 
 3) 10:23-25 - The writer tells us how to remain near to God after we draw near to 
Him initially: a) By holding fast to our own confidence (23), and b) by encouraging 
others to steadfastness (24). In verse 25, he says that we do not accomplish this by 
neglecting to assemble, like some people do, but by coming together for exhortation. 
 Second, the author is NOT talking about the Sunday morning communion 
service. 
 1) What is the scripturally stated purpose for the "assembling together"? 
"EXHORTING ONE ANOTHER." He is talking about coming together to be exhorted 
and to exhort others. In order to make this passage mean the communion service, one 
would have to insert it into the text. It just isn't there. The purpose of the assembling is 
teaching; there is nothing that limits it to the Sunday communion service. 
 2) If it is talking about the Sunday communion assembly, how does one follow 
the instruction in verse 25 to do it "SO MUCH THE MORE"? There is only one Sunday 
in a week. How does one increase his assembling for communion, "so much the more"? 
 3) The text does not support the single worship service per week position 
grammatically. The word is not assembly which would indicate a specific gathering; but 
is rather assembling which is "the practice of coming together." Even in the ori- ginal 
text, this distinction is made. 
 Third, the author does not indicate who called the assembling together. It is not 
relevant to his instruction. The purpose for the gathering together is what is important. 



 1) Bible examples abound of disciples coming together for prayer and exhortation 
on days other than Sunday. The Hebrew writer even speaks of daily exhortation of one 
another (3:12-13). There is no clause in any of those passages that distinguishes who 
called the meeting, whether the Lord, His apostles, or ordained elders. Incidentally, if 
one wants to be obsessive about this, there is more authority for DAILY assembling 
than there is for Sunday morning only assembling. See the following argument: 
Command - Hebrews 3:13 - "But exhort one another daily." Example - Acts 5:42 - "And 
daily in the temple and in every house, they ceased not to teach and preach Jesus 
Christ."  
 I am not suggesting we must assemble daily for Bible classes; I am just pointing 
out how unwise one is being in trying to find authority for attending only one service 
each week. Weak brethren have been trying to do it for years. It is a position that 
manifests ignorance of Bible interpretation and authority. 
 2) Elders are scripturally charged to feed the flock (1Peter 5:1-5). Christians are 
commanded to submit to the wisdom and teaching of elders (Hebrews 13:7, 17). While 
no eldership has the right to disrupt members' lives unduly, the word indicates that they 
are within their authorized prerogative to choose expedient times to call the flock 
together to feed. As members of the local flock, we are subject to the leadership of the 
elders in this matter (Hebrews 13:7,17). 
 3) So God did not specifically command that we come together on Sunday 
evenings and Wednesday nights. So what! God has not told us how many songs to sing 
at a service; He just told us to sing. He has not told us how often to gather together for 
exhortation, He just told us to gather together. How often is left to the discretion of 
scripturally ordained elders, who by virtue of their qualifications are able to make the 
decision as to how often the flock needs to feed. 
 Fourth, Romans 14 is designed to treat relationships between brethren in matters 
of individual conscience over which God has not established a rule for which one will be 
accountable. Faithful attendance to Hebrews 10:25 "exhortation assemblies" is not a 
matter of indifference to God. Therefore, Romans 14 does not apply in any fashion to 
Hebrews 10:25.  
 Having said all of this, let me point out that Hebrews 10:25 says "forsaking the 
assembling of our- selves together." Literally translated: "abandoning (or neglecting) the 
coming together." The author is talking about a pattern of behavior, not a single incident. 
"Forsaking, abandoning, and neglecting" all describe behavior that is established by a 
pattern of practice, that is, habitually neglecting to come together for exhortation. 
 Is one guilty of sin if he willfully stays home from exhortation assemblies (unless 
he is ill or detained by an unrighteous employer)? Yes, but not because of Hebrews 
10:25. He has sinned because he refused to do good when he knew he should do it. 
James 4:17 - "Therefore to him that knoweth to do good, and doeth it not, to him it is 
sin." 
 The person who does not come for exhortation assemblies is one who is guilty of 
violating Hebrews 10:23-24. How can he "consider one another to provoke unto love 
and good works" (vs 24) if he does not assemble to "exhort one another" (vs 25)? How 
can he "hold fast to the profession of his faith" (vs 23) if he won't come to be exhorted 
(vs 25)? He had opportunity to obey God's command to do good by means of exhorting 



others and being exhorted at a time when the elders deemed expedient, and he 
refused. He has sinned. 
 My paraphrase of the instruction to assemble is as follows: "Hold on tight to the 
faith you have confessed and don't begin to doubt. Help others to be steadfast by 
encouraging them with love and good works. You can't do this if you neglect the 
practice of coming together for teaching (the way some people do), rather you should 
desire even more teaching as time goes by" (Hebrew 10:23-25 - prb). 
 When all of the truth has been taught on this matter, I cannot help but wonder 
why brethren must be admonished to be faithful in attendance. The questions that come 
to mind when a Christian absents himself from exhortation assemblies:  
 1) Why would a strong Christian want to stay home when he could be with the 
Lord and His faithful children? 
 2) Why would a weak Christian want to stay home when he could assemble 
faithfully and become a strong Christian? After all, it is exhortation assemblies that he 
needs... sort of like a starving man needing to sit down at the table to eat. Isn't he 
hungry?! 
 3) Why would a Christian want to go to heaven and spend eternity with God and 
His children, if he doesn't want to spend a few hours each week assembling with them 
here and now? 
 This conclusion appears inescapable. The flock comes together in this place at 
the elders' instruction to feed on the word of God on Sunday mornings at 9:30, Sunday 
evenings at 6:30, and Wednesday evenings at 7:30. The Lord will see you here at those 
times, or it is unlikely that you will see Him in heaven. 


