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 Last Sunday night, I presented what I am convinced is the truth on the question 
of the number of children elders must have, as well as whether or not all of the children 
must be Christians. I was aware before the lesson that some would disagree with me, 
but that knowledge did not influence me to change the message. It would be dishonest 
of me to preach something I did not believe to be sound doctrine. I will not apologize for 
preaching the truth. To do so would damage my influence and integrity. 
 At the same time, I recognize that devout, sincere Christians do not agree with 
elements of my presentation of the children qualification of elders. They too, are acting 
out of honesty and their own under- standing of truth. Serious, skilled students of the 
word have disagreed over this question for years without rancor. This is not to say that 
the question is not scripturally determinate, but rather that it is important that we 
continue to study and come to a common understanding of what is written. There are 
not two or three acceptable positions on this matter. There is one body of revealed truth, 
and we will search peacefully together until we find it. 
 In the meantime, we will not divide this congregation over the question of the 
children of elders. It is not wrong to restrict oneself on the side of safety in matters that 
are part of the difficult meat of the word rather than simple milk. Brother H. E. Phillips 
wrote the following about this very question: 
 "There is always a safe course to pursue in every questionable issue of 
Christianity. We have always contended for that safe course in all matters pertaining to 
the remission of sins and worship and work in the church. Why not in the question of the 
qualifications of the eldership? Will anyone say that it is wrong in any sense to appoint 
men who have a plurality of faithful children, and who are qualified in all other respects? 
Since this course is always safe, we encourage it in all places where the question of a 
single child prevails. However, we do not want to allow ourselves to be pushed into a 
position of legislation where God has not legislated and bind conditions on earth that 
have not been bound in heaven" (Scriptural Elders and Deacons, Guardian of Truth 
Foundation, 1959, p 152). 
 Due to the sincere and tender consciences of faithful brothers and sisters here at 
Tomlinson Run who are opposed to the appointment of elders who do not have a 
plurality of children or whose children are not all faithful members of the church, we will 
consider those men unqualified for the present, until such time as we can all come to a 
common understanding of what is written. 
 I solemnly encourage all to manifest maturity of character and genuine love for 
each other throughout this process. Let us not dissemble, but rather pull together in 
harness for the glory of God and His kingdom in this community. 
 


