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 (Recently, I was asked the following question regarding one's contribution while 
on vacation. It gave me a good opportunity to study this matter in depth, and I would like 
to share the results of that study with you.) "Is there a verse in the Bible that tells us we 
are to give our money to our congregation when we go away on vacation? Our home 
congregation comes first. Am I right?" If we want to give to another congregation when 
on vacation is that OK, too? 
 The general command to lay by in store is in 1Corinthians 16:1-3 and 
2Corinthians 8:1-15 & 9:1-15. We learn the following facts from these texts: 
 1) All Christians are expected to give of their means. The apostle Paul wrote: "let 
every one of you lay by him in store, as God hath prospered him" (1Cor. 16:2). Rich or 
poor or in between, all Christians have some means (income) and are commanded to 
return a portion of that to the Lord to carry out the works of His church. The amount of 
the offering depends upon the amount of the income or means. However, a person of 
little means cannot exclude himself from the offering. Yet it is understood that his 
contribution will be less than that of one with greater means. 
 2) This offering is to be made on every first day of the week. "Upon the first day 
of the week," was the instruction given to Corinth and Galatia (1Cor. 16:1-2). As the 
offering is to be made on the first day of the week, and as every week has a first day, 
we therefore conclude that the offering is to be made every Sunday. Each Christian is to 
give of his means every first day of the week, or fifty-two times a year. 
 3) The offering is to be made for ongoing works of the local church. Paul gave 
the Corinthians this reason: "that there be no gatherings when I come. And when I 
come, whomsoever ye shall approve by your letters, them will I send to bring your 
liberality unto Jerusalem" (1Cor. 16:2-3). The church at Corinth had made the 
commitment to assist the needy saints at Jerusalem. One of the scripturally approved 
works of the local church is that of limited benevolence. There are other scripturally 
approved works of the church, which are evangelism and edification. Evangelism is the 
work of supporting preachers who go into all the world to preach the gospel. Edification 
is the work of strengthening the Christians in the local church by means of preaching 
and teaching all things that Christ commanded. Local churches are admonished to 
support all three of these good works out of the treasury. 
 4) The disciples at Corinth were under obligation to keep the commitment they 
had made to help out with the relief of the needy saints in famine stricken Judea. When 
a local church agrees to undertake these works, the disciples there are obligated to 
keep that agreement. If the elders at a local church agree to support an evangelist for a 
year in the Philippines, the members of that church meet that commitment by faithfully 
giving of their means to complete that work. Likewise with limited benevolence and 
edification: when the church commits to a work, all of the members are obligated to 
support it financially. "And herein I give my advice: for this is expedient for you, who 
have begun before, not only to do, but also to be forward a year ago. Now therefore 
perform the doing of it; that as there was a readiness to will, so there may be a 



performance also out of that which ye have" (2Cor. 8:10-11). Paul reminded them of 
their promise to help, and that they must keep their word. 
 5) The disciples individually would not be meeting their obligations as members 
of the local church if they did not give of their means every first day of the week to the 
congregation of which they were members, which congregation had obligated itself to 
relieve the needs at Jerusalem. 
 We conclude that when the local church of which we are members commits itself 
to a specific scriptural work, we as members of that church are obligated to support that 
work. The church budgets the weekly offerings carefully to maintain those good works. 
Its budget is based on the offerings of individual members, and the local church is 
counting on those funds being available to carry out planned scriptural works. Most of 
the works engaged in by the local church cannot be funded by a onetime gift. Often the 
needs are ongoing, like evangelism, edification, and relieving widows indeed. Because 
the needs are ongoing and must be met weekly, and because the commitment of the 
local church is ongoing and must be fulfilled weekly, so our offering must be ongoing 
and weekly to the local church of which we are members. 
 In short, one who is away from the local church on any given Sunday should 
make provision for his offering to be delivered to the saints, whether he gives it before 
he leaves, or upon his return, or leaves instructions with someone else that it be given 
in his absence. 
 I am concerned about the spirituality of a Christian who does not want to give of 
his means to the local church of which he is a member when he is away for a vacation. 
Often the excuse is given that the individual has already given of his means at the 
church he attended while away. This excuse is occasionally a smoke-screen to hide the 
fact that he kept those funds for his own use. If that is the case, then the stern warning 
of Acts 5:1-11 needs to be shown to him. 
 The best defense is sometimes a good offense. Permit me to turn the question 
back onto the person who objects. Rather than answering "Why do I have to give to my 
local church when I am away at another congregation," instead I ask, "Why wouldn't you 
want to give to the local church of which you are a member, while you are away?". If he 
becomes belligerent, it is a good sign of spiritual weakness in this matter. 
 It is certainly acceptable to give to the congregation one attends while away from 
home. But it must be understood that this is in addition to what he gives to the local 
church of which he is a member. Furthermore, he must be certain that it is a sound 
church he is attending when on vacation, and that they use the Lord's money for 
scriptural purposes. Otherwise, he is having fellowship with error and is helping to fund 
unlawful works. 
 Let us give like the Macedonian brethren gave. "Moreover, brethren, we do you 
to wit of the grace of God bestowed on the churches of Macedonia; How that in a great 
trial of affliction the abundance of their joy and their deep poverty abounded unto the 
riches of their liberality. For to their power, I bear record, yea, and beyond their power 
they were willing of themselves; Praying us with much entreaty that we would receive 
the gift, and take upon us the fellowship of the ministering to the saints. And this they 
did, not as we hoped, but first gave their own selves to the Lord, and unto us by the will 
of God" (2Cor. 8:1-5). 


