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 I was asked the following questions some months ago. Perhaps you would like to 
share the answers with others. "Why are there so many churches? And why do church 
of Christ members avoid other churches?" 
 Excellent questions! I hope you are a God-fearing, Bible- believing person. We 
will have common ground If that is the case. I am going to trust your reverence for God 
and His Book and say some things to you in a very honest and direct manner. You 
deserve more than just a cliché answer to your question. 
 I must ask for a few things from you: that you objectively read all that I have to 
say, that you examine everything I say in light of the scriptures, and that you base your 
decisions on the integrity of your fear of God and love for His word. I also want you to 
know that I will be willing to talk with you or anyone else about this whenever you wish. 
 Part of our difficulty is one of miscommunication. "Church of Christ members" 
suggests that the church of Christ is a denomination. It is a misconception to think of the 
church of Christ as if it were a denomination like Methodist, Presbyterian, or Baptist. 
With your kind permission, I will explain what I mean. 
 We will both certainly agree that there are many denominations or churches that 
make up Christendom. The question we ought to ask is: Does God approve of this? 
Let's read His word: 
 "Neither pray I for these alone, but for them also which shall believe on me 
through their word; That they all may be one; as thou, Father, art in me, and I in thee, 
that they also may be one in us: that the world may believe that thou hast sent me." 
(John 17:20-21) 
 Denominations are divided from each other. They are not one; they are many. 
This division is why the world rejects Christianity. They see professed believers and 
followers of Jesus in many different kinds of churches and therefore do not believe our 
message of unity. Why? Because our practice does not measure up to our profession. 
 The apostle Paul told the people at Corinth who were dividing over 
denominational concepts in 1Corinthians 1:10 - "Now I beseech you, brethren, by the 
name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that ye all speak the same thing, and that there be no 
divisions among you; but that ye be perfectly joined together in the same mind and in 
the same judgment." His prescription for the division of his day was to preach the same 
thing. 
 So how do we solve this today? Some do so by choosing to overlook the divisive 
differences between denominations. But that is not doing what the Bible says: "That you 
all speak the same thing." Some say that we should all agree to disagree... I'll believe 
what I want and you believe what you want." But the Bible says there is only one faith 
(Eph. 4:4-6; Jude 3). I propose that we go back to the Bible to find out what it says 
about the church and membership therein. 
 Jesus Christ said: "I will build my church." (Matt. 16:16-19). He said much in that 
short sentence. Look at it again. 
 1) He said HE would build it; it would not be built by some man or group of men. 



 2) He said it would be MY church; it is His church; His authority reigns supreme 
within it (Col. 1:18; Matt. 28:18). 
 3) He said my CHURCH (singular noun, not plural). He did not say, "I will build 
many churches." 
 When and where did He do it? He told His apostles to wait at Jerusalem until the 
power came (Luke 24:49; Acts 1:8). On the Day of Pentecost, the power came (Acts 
2:1-4), and they preached the Gospel (Acts 2:14-36). When the people learned that they 
had killed the Savior, they cried out asking what they could do about their terrible 
condition. Peter told them to repent and be baptized for the remission of sins. 3000 of 
them repented of their sins, were baptized, and received the forgiveness of their sins 
(Acts 2:37-41). 
 Now you have a body of saved believers and followers of Jesus Christ. What did 
they do next? Did they join a denomination? No. Acts 2:47 says that the Lord added 
them to the church. The Lord puts them in the church. Notice once again that THE 
CHURCH is singular, not plural. 
 Now, that early church had a doctrine - Acts 2:42 "And they continued steadfastly 
in the apostles' doctrine and fellowship". 
 That church worshipped - "and in breaking of bread, and in prayers." 
 That church is the one that Jesus promised to build.  
 It is made up of people who wear His name - Christians. "And the disciples were 
called Christians first in Antioch" (Acts 11:26) 
 It wears His name - Romans 16:16 - "The churches of Christ salute you." 
 Any church that practices the apostles' doctrine, that wor- ships in the same 
manner as the church in the Bible, that calls its members and its congregations after the 
name of the Savior who bought it with His Blood is part of the Lord's church.  
 Any church that combines a creed of men with the Bible is not the Lord's church 
(Westminster Confession of Faith, Methodist Disciplines, Catholic Catechisms, Baptist 
Manuals, etc.) 
 Any church that calls its members by a name other than the one Christ gave to 
them... Christians, is not the Lord's church (Adventists, Episcopalians, Lutherans, 
Baptists, etc.) 
 Any church that wears a name other than the one given in the Bible, the name 
that honors the Builder, named after the One who purchased the church with His own 
blood (Acts 20:28) is not the Lord's Church (Catholic, Unitarian, Baptist, etc). 
 Members of the Body of Christ are not condemning those who do other than 
what is written; the word of God has already condemned those who preach and practice 
another Gospel than the one given by Jesus. Remember, there is one faith (Eph. 4:4-6). 
One becomes anathema (accursed) for preaching any other gospel than that which the 
apostles were authorized to preach (Gal. 1:6-10). When someone points out that others 
are in a lost condition for having fellowship with religious error (Eph. 5:11), he is merely 
repeating what the inspired word of God says. It is not judging and condemning for one 
to warn a person against participating in sin and heresy. It is actually a loving effort to 
save them. 
 In addition, it is an incorrect and spiritually dangerous assumption to describe 
someone in a denomination of men as saved. Salvation is in the Lord's church. One can 



no more be saved in a denomination of men than he can be saved in the Buddhist or 
Islamic religions. (Acts 4:12; Eph. 5:23) 
 I know these are hard things to understand and accept, especially when one has 
devoted a lifetime to a denomination, has family and friends there, and feels religiously 
safe there. But as a God-fearing and Bible-believing person, I must trust what God has 
said about my salvation, rather than what I feel about it. And so must you. 


