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 I find myself increasingly questioned by fellow Christians and even by evangelists 
regarding God's laws for the permanence of marriage. The Lord's answer is the easiest: 
"Have ye not read, that he which made them at the beginning made them male and 
female, And said, For this cause shall a man leave father and mother, and shall cleave 
to his wife: and they twain shall be one flesh? Wherefore they are no more twain, but 
one flesh. What therefore God hath joined together, let not man put asunder" (Matt. 
19:4-6). That's the right answer. God's plan from the beginning was and is One Man For 
One Woman For One Lifetime.  
 However, there are persons who chafe under the sound restrictions of God's will, 
and look for a means of circumnavigating what is recorded in Holy Writ. When these 
same persons practice their departure from the truth (or preach it), other Christians are 
confused by the conflicts created in understanding and fellowship. What follows are two 
questions I was asked about divorce and remarriage. 
Question One 
 "A man who divorces his wife for no scriptural reason and remarries is an 
adulterer; I know that. But what if his first wife dies later on; doesn't that make his 
second marriage OK?" 
 It appears to me that the man has changed God's order of events. Follow this 
closely. A spouse is put away un-scripturally; no subsequent remarriage will ever be 
acceptable because God's order has been intentionally altered. If one partner remarries, 
he or she becomes an adulterer. When the non-adulterous put- away person dies, the 
adulterous marriage of the other mate does not become a scriptural marriage. If that 
were the case, then consider the conflict created by the alteration of God's order: 
 Freedom from first spouse - marriage to another - death of first spouse. 
 God's order in Romans 7 is... 
 Death of first spouse - freedom from first spouse - marriage to another. 
 We teach that God's order of things is important. 
 1) Believe, then Repent, then Baptism. Not... Baptism, belief, and repentance; or 
any other combination. 
 2) Fornication, then divorce, then remarriage. Not... divorce, remarriage, then 
fornication. 
 I believe that this principle applies in Romans 7. God's order is that the first 
spouse dies BEFORE the remarriage. Any marriage contracted prior to that death is 
unscriptural, and the death will not make it acceptable. In addition, the fact that they 
persisted knowingly in the sin of an adulterous marriage waiting out the death of the first 
mate, shows that they have a hard heart. They obey God's law when it pleases them.  
 It is not enough to keep the letter of law, God also requires that one keep the 
spirit of law. We worship in spirit and in truth (John 4:24). We obey the gospel from the 
heart (Rom. 6:17). Works alone will not save; one must have faith. Likewise in the 
matter of God's marriage law. One cannot gratuitously disregard it for years, and then 
try to find a loophole in it to get out of deliberate sin.  



 Furthermore, Romans 7 doesn't apply in this case; Matthew 19 does. They have 
forfeited their rights to a happy married life. They can be forgiven of the sin, but the 
earthly consequences remain.  
 Leon Mauldin writes: "By 'continuous nature' we mean that the adultery continues 
as long as the unlawful marriage continues. The adultery is a habitual practice; it is a 
lifestyle. The passing of time does not change an unauthorized marriage into a 
legitimate one... To continue in the relationship is to continue in sin... It follows that to 
repent of adultery (as with any sin), one must cease the relationship. One must 
terminate the adulterous marriage." (Is It Lawful: A Comprehensive Study of Divorce, 
Romans 7:1-4, 1989, p. 81)  
 Lastly, it violates God's order in 1Corinthians 7:39 - "The wife is bound by the law 
as long as her husband liveth; but if her husband be dead, she is at liberty to be married 
to whom she will; only in the Lord." Note the condition of her liberty to be remarried: "If 
Her Husband Be Dead." She cannot marry until her husband is dead. Note when her 
liberty to remarry begins; her freedom to marry does begin until the conditional "if" is 
met. The verb tenses and logic structure of the sentence do not permit it. Any marriage 
she contracts before his death is an unscriptural one. It changed God's order. 
 God's order: death of spouse - liberty for surviving mate - remarriage. 
 Man's order: liberty for mate - remarriage - death of spouse. 
 It is never acceptable to change what God said in His word in order to post fix 
marriage and divorce problems.  
Question Two 
 "Could you explain what is being said, and who it is addressed to in 1Cor. 7:15?" 
 1Corinthians 7:15 - "But if the unbelieving depart, let him depart. A brother or a 
sister is not under bondage in such cases: but God hath called us to peace." 
 Paul had already established in chapter seven that the Christian had no right to 
initiate a divorce over differences of faith. Believers cannot put away non-believing 
spouses simply because they have not or will not become Christians. Yet, if the 
unbeliever is determined to leave, the Christian is under no obligation to beg, plead, and 
fight him into staying. One person cannot maintain a marriage indefinitely if the other 
wants out. The Christian does not have to subject herself to all sorts of hardship in order 
to force the marriage to continue. If her companion refuses to maintain marital 
obligations and chooses to leave, let him leave. 
 "Not under bondage" means that one is not required to maintain marital 
responsibility to a spouse who has left. One does not need to lose her personal 
autonomy to a deserter. However, this verse does not negate the obligation of the 
Christian to Christ's instructions of Matthew 19:9 and Paul's teaching in Romans 7:2-3. 
Only if the departing unbeliever has fornicated and been put away scripturally can the 
abandoned believer remarry. If the departed unbeliever has not fornicated and has not 
been put away for that purpose by the abandoned believer, then the abandoned 
believer must remain unmarried or be reconciled to her husband. 1Corinthians 7:10-11 
"And unto the married I command, yet not I, but the Lord, Let not the wife depart from 
her husband: But and if she depart, let her remain unmarried, or be reconciled to her 
husband: and let not the husband put away his wife." 
 Paul originally wrote this to Christians of a Hebrew background, who had been 
taught by the law of Moses that Jews married to unbelievers was displeasing to God 



and made their marriages unsanctified. Under the law of Christ, things are different. 
Sanctification comes by faith and not by lineage and the law of Moses. The principle 
remains true to this day for all Christians. God wants those with unbelieving mates to 
remain in their marriages, being faithful to God in every aspect of their lives including 
their marriages. By so doing, they might be able to influence the unbeliever to believe 
(1Cor. 7:16; 1Peter 3:1-2). 


