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 "Forasmuch then as the children are partakers of flesh and blood, he also himself 
likewise took part of the same; that through death he might destroy him that had the 
power of death, that is, the devil... Wherefore in all things it behoved him to be made 
like unto his brethren, that he might be a merciful and faithful high priest in things 
pertaining to God, to make reconciliation for the sins of the people" (Hebrews 2:14,17). 
How wonderful to have a Savior who was made like us! What a comfort it is to know that 
our Advocate who speaks on our behalf to God understands by experience what it 
means to be tempted and to face death. 
 Yet there are some important differences that we may overlook in understanding 
the nature of the Word who became flesh. Jesus was with God in the beginning (John 
1:1-2); we were not. Jesus participated in the creation and unfolding of all things that 
exist (John 1:3); we did not. Jesus was given all authority in heaven and on earth; we 
have not (Matt. 28:18). Jesus was appointed Judge of all (John 5:22, 27); we are not. 
Jesus dwelt in the presence of God and witnessed His majesty personally; we have not, 
for we only see Him by faith (2Cor. 5:7). Jesus was in heaven with God and knows the 
glory of heaven; we have not seen it. Before coming to this world, Jesus was like God, a 
spiritual Being; we were not. Jesus Christ was, is, and always will be Deity (John 8:58); 
we are not. Jesus knew perfectly how much of God's plan and man's need depended on 
Him; all of the past had led up to the cross, all of the future was to be built upon it, all 
souls will be justified or condemned by it. We don't have this burden; we are only 
responsible for our own soul's salvation in obedience to the will of God. Jesus has 
perfect knowledge of God and His plans (John 5:20, 8:38); we have knowledge of only 
what is revealed (Deut. 29:29) and what can be absorbed based on our own level of 
growth (1Peter 2:2; Heb. 5:14).   
 In short, Jesus differed from us in these matters. He has experience, knowledge, 
and understanding that far exceeds that of any human. In fact, it is impossible that man 
will ever experience all that Christ had before, during, and even after His sojourn on 
earth. In His discourse with the Jews in John chapters four through eight, Jesus 
prefaced a number of His statements with "no man has..." His most difficult battle in 
those passages was to distinguish, in the minds of His countrymen, the difference 
between Himself and an ordinary man. He cites seeing God, knowing the mind of God, 
coming down from God, being with God, communicating with God, et cetera, as 
evidence of that distinction.  
 Jesus was different from man in that before His coming to earth, He was 
complete, perfect in all things except that He never experienced temptation and death 
as a man (Heb. 5:7-9, 2:7-10). We approach the Lord for salvation from the standpoint 
of sinners who did not co-exist with God from the beginning. Although we begin life in 
innocence and purity as infants, eventually we yield to temptation and we need 
forgiveness (Romans 3:23, 6:23). Jesus differs from us in that He never experienced 
what it was like to be in a lost state due to His own sins. He bore the sins of others, but 
never His own, for He had no sin. He never experienced guilt for His sins, but He did 
bear the guilt of our sins. 



 Jesus differs from man in experience.   
 Jesus differs from man in understanding. 
 Jesus differs from man in knowledge. 
    BY HIS OWN ADMISSION! 
 Did Jesus relinquish His knowledge of His past experiences with God? Of 
heaven? Of the mind and will of God? Certainly not! 
 Jesus exhibited human attributes that appear to be in contrast with Divine 
qualities. However, just a casual look at the first five books of the Bible will reveal to one 
that God regrets, becomes angry, sorrows, loves, is pleased, is displeased, becomes 
weary of the complaints of men, and so on. God has emotions. That Christ experienced 
"human attributes" is merely testimony to the perfecting process He had to undergo as a 
man to become complete as our high priest, nothing more. Having emotions is not the 
same as having sins. 
 The word 'all,' although unlimited in its content, is limited by its context. What is 
the context of Hebrews 2:17? What was the purpose for making Him like His brethren? 
It was done in order that He might become the merciful and faithful high priest. A high 
priest who will minister to man's needs arbitrating with God on man's behalf over the 
matter of reconciliation of sin. The statement "in things pertaining to God" limits the 
context of "all" in that it delineates the area of man's need (reconciliation with God for 
surrendering to temptation) and Christ's need (to experience temptation and obedience 
in the flesh) in order to become the high priest we need. 
 Christ tasted the temptations that are common to the human experience (Heb. 
4:15). He remained obedient to the Father by with- standing all temptation. Therefore, 
He learned temptation, suffering, and the cost of obe- dience. Thereby was He 
perfected as our high priest. 
 Did Jesus come to earth to live and die as a man?  Yes. 
 Did Jesus face trials that are common to man?  Yes. 
 Was Jesus tempted by that which is common to man?  Yes. 
 Did Jesus ever sin?  No. 
 Did Jesus use divine or super- natural powers not available to common man to 
overcome temptation? No. One author wrote:  
 "Sin is not a part of what it means to be human. It [sin] is the corruption or 
contradiction of true humanity. It [sin] is not "natural" but unnatural. Jesus was a real 
human being not only in the sense that He shared our human condition in every 
respect, but also in the sense that he was a human being who perfectly fulfilled his 
humanity.  Jesus didn't have to sin to be human. The excuse "I am only human" does 
not work when it comes to sin. To be specific, Jesus did not have to exercise the 
autonomy within human nature, neither arbitrarily nor selfishly, against the limits and 
expectation of God. Rather, Jesus was focused in wholeness upon fulfilling God's 
expectations and limits" (S. C. Guthrie, Christian Doctrine, p. 240). 
 Jesus Christ did not sin. It was known from the beginning that He would not sin 
(Gen. 3:15). He knew, based on His perfect knowledge, complete understanding, and 
eternal experience, precisely what was at stake and how much depended on Him. The 
paradox that arises because of this, we resolve by faith. Jesus Christ is a paradoxical 
Being. No one else is God and man simultaneously. No one else is eternal and yet died 



and is alive forevermore. Let God explain to us after the Judgment how His Son could 
be God and man at the same time. 
 I believe that Jesus Christ was both God and man when He walked the face of 
the earth, that He did no sin, and that He did not use divine power to keep from sin. I 
believe that every sin a man commits will send him to hell if he remains in an 
unforgiven, impenitent state; this includes sins of ignorance, weakness, passion, or 
deliberation. 


