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 Are there any Divinely revealed matters in Romans 14? Paul's two illustrations in 
Romans 14 (meats and days) and the one in 1Corinthians 8 (meats offered to idols) are 
all matters on which God has spoken; they are revealed matters.   
 God has given meats to be eaten with thanksgiving (1Tim. 4:3-4). But if a brother 
cannot eat without believing it to be a sin, then he is to abstain. However, the fact that 
God receives him indicates that He does not punish him for restricting himself more 
than God has over a tender conscience. Likewise with days, God has spoken; the feast 
and fast days of the Old Law are no longer valid. Christians worship on the first day of 
the week. However, some would be troubled in conscience were they to fail to esteem a 
fast day. God receives them anyway. So also with the 1Corinthians 8 brother; God has 
spoken: an idol is nothing (1Cor. 8:1-4). But some cannot eat meats offered to idols, so 
they should avoid it. But God still receives them. Three things are in common between 
these brethren, who are not doing exactly what God has revealed in the matters, that 
still make them acceptable to God, and by extension to all Christians: 1) They have 
restricted themselves more than God's revealed will requires, 2) They have done so for 
conscience' sake, 3) They practice it as individuals and do not teach or bind their 
scruples on others. 
 They have done no violence to the supremacy of God's will nor damage to 
scriptural unity. Yet it is clear that God has spoken on all three matters, and these three 
men have all increased the restrictions on themselves by a lack of knowledge of truth or 
a weakness of conscience. Therefore, one can conclude that on this limited basis 
Romans 14 deals with revealed matters, and that these textual limitations must apply to 
every Romans 14 matter: 1) One must be restricting himself more than God has, 2) One 
must be doing it for conscience sake, 3) One must practice his scruple as an individual 
and never teach or bind it on another. Romans 14 becomes useless to the new unity 
movement because of this. No provision is made for one who looses himself more than 
God has. No one may take more liberty than God has granted, nor may one exceed the 
authority of God in either strictness or looseness in congregational matters involving 
others. Furthermore, no provision is made for one who teaches a variation of any 
revealed matter. No one may ever under any circumstance teach more or less than 
what is revealed, even for conscience sake. This applies both to the brother who has 
loosed more and the brother who has restricted himself more than God has. 
 How would this work in the divorce issue? Christ permits the innocent mate to put 
away his adulterous partner and remarry (Matt. 19:9). Suppose a man had a conscience 
scruple against remarriage. He put his wife away for adultery, but he cannot bring 
himself to marry another without feeling like he is in sin. He is restricting himself more 
than God does. He is accepted by God, and he is to be accepted by me without 
judgment. However, he may not judge another for marrying again under the same 
circumstances, nor may he ever teach another to remain unmarried. 


