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 (A sister in Christ from NY recently sent me the following question) What does it 
mean in 1Corinthians 15:29 by "baptism for the dead"? "Else what shall they do which 
are baptized for the dead, if the dead rise not at all? Why are they then baptized for the 
dead?"  
 Not an easy question, but like all Bible questions, it merits a Bible answer. I 
believe Paul is asking "Why are others immersed in persecutions just to bring salvation 
to the spiritually dead if there is no resurrection of the physically dead?" That 
explanation would certainly fit the context of the chapter (see 15:12-19), and would also 
parallel other similar statements of Paul to the Corinthians on suffering reproaches and 
trials in order to preach the gospel. In fact, consider what Paul said in the next two 
verses: "And why stand we in jeopardy every hour? I protest by your rejoicing which I 
have in Christ Jesus our Lord, I die daily" (1Cor. 15:30-31). The context seems to 
suggest that the resurrection of Christ gives hope for our own resurrection. This mes- 
sage of salvation needs to be preached to everyone. Often, the messengers suffer 
hard- ship, persecution, and threat of death in order to preach the message of hope. 
Verse 29 asks the question: "Why risk death to preach to the spiritually dead if there is 
no resurrection?" He states the dilemma a bit different in verses 14 and 19: "And if 
Christ be not risen, then is our preaching vain, and your faith is also vain... If in this life 
only we have hope in Christ, we are of all men most miserable." 
 I could be mistaken in my understanding of the passage. However, I am 
absolutely certain of one thing: it does not teach baptism or salvation by proxy for those 
already physically dead. That concept is disharmonious with scripture. The dead cannot 
be saved by a living person being baptized in his place post mortem. The only 
candidates for baptism are those who can believe the gospel (John 8:24; Acts 16:31), 
repent of sins (Luke 13:3; Acts 2:38), confess the name of Jesus with the mouth (Rom. 
10:9-10), and be personally immersed for the remission of sins (Mark 16:16; Acts 
22:16). That is why infants are not candidates for baptism, and that is why dead people 
cannot be saved by means of another person being baptized in their place.  
 It is sad, but it is also true that it is too late to effect a change in one's eternal 
destiny after death. "Whatsoever thy hand findeth to do, do it with thy might; for there is 
no work, nor device, nor knowledge, nor wisdom, in the grave, whither thou goest" (Ecc. 
9:10). 


