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 (Editor's note: This article concludes by addressing three final questions: "Where 
is the requirement that I must make my confession directly to my brother? What if my 
brother dies before I can reconcile to him? Does the NT require public confession by 
specific command?") 
 In answer to the first question (Where is the requirement that I must make my 
confession directly to my brother?), consider the following texts: 
 Matt. 5:23-24 - "Therefore if thou bring thy gift to the altar, and there 
rememberest that thy brother hath ought against thee; Leave there thy gift before the 
altar, and go thy way; first be reconciled to thy brother, and then come and offer thy 
gift." It appears that the Lord is teaching that God wants one to be reconciled to his 
brother against whom he has sinned before he come before Him in worship. Under the 
Law of Moses (Lev. 6:2-6), restitution had to be made to the one sinned against before 
he went to the priest with the sin offering. 
 Luke 19:8-9 - "And Zacchaeus stood, and said unto the Lord; Behold, Lord, the 
half of my goods I give to the poor; and if I have taken any thing from any man by false 
accusation, I restore him fourfold. And Jesus said unto him, This day is salvation come 
to this house, forsomuch as he also is a son of Abraham." The Lord said salvation had 
come to Zacchaeus' house after he repented and vowed restitution to those he had 
sinned against.  
 To illustrate repentance, examine the practice of the Jews to whom John 
preached in preparation for the coming Messiah. Matt. 3:6 and Mark 1:5 both say that 
those who came to John for the baptism of repentance confessed their sins. In Acts 
19:18, those who confessed also told their deeds. There is nothing in these contexts 
that limits the deed telling to God alone or to one individual brother at a time. In addition, 
these were not brethren who were disciplined by the local church.  
 Regardless of whether the repentance and reconciliation to a wronged brother 
comes before or after reconciliation with God, it must be done as part of one's duty to 
his brother. A Christian's duties toward his brethren impact his standing with God (Matt. 
18:22-35, 25:31-46). In the case of Matt. 5:23-24, the Lord implies that the reconciliation 
with a brother must come before one come into the presence of God; in the case of 
Zacchaeus it appears that the restitution came after the Lord pronounced salvation on 
his house. Whatever the case, without fulfilling one's obligation of reconciliation to his 
brother, he will find himself once again out of duty with God and back in a lost condition. 
If an erring brother ultimately wants to be saved, he must repent to his brother. 
 Second question: ("What if my brother dies before I can be reconciled to him?"). 
It was no longer possible for David to apologize to Uriah the Hittite after Uriah was killed 
in battle. God knows man's limitations and does not require what is beyond his capacity. 
Rom. 12:18 states: "If it be possible, as much as lieth in you, live peaceably with all 
men." He acknowledged that circumstances will arise over which one has no control, in 
which he is unable to have peace, or perhaps should not have peace with some. Does 
this make void his obligation to be at peace when he has the opportunity and means?  



 Likewise, there are circumstances where one cannot possibly be reconciled to 
some brethren. However, the existence of these occasions does not negate his 
responsibility to repent to brethren he has sinned against when the opportunity and 
means arise. An example of this is the repentance of Cecil Willis. Some of the people 
who witnessed him go into sin had died, some of them had departed the faith, and some 
had moved away from his sphere of influence. How was Cecil to be reconciled to these 
brethren; he simply was not physically capable of accomplishing that. But he could 
inform all other surviving brethren that he repudiated his sin and returned in humble 
service to the Lord. 
 In short, at some point the erring brother must repent to the fellow against whom 
he sinned in order to be pleasing to God. The opportunity and means are discussed in 
the next question. 
 Question three: ("Does the NT require public confession by specific command?"). 
No. However, Acts 19:18 serves as an example of it taking place. 2Corinthians 2:7-10 
implies that it took place. The command to be reconciled to a brother exists (Matt. 5:23-
24). The opportunity and means are not commanded, and therefore fall into the 
category of "What is the most spiritually profitable, peaceful, and expedient way to 
accomplish this?". While some elders in local churches of Christ fail to shepherd the 
flock to the extent that Matthew 18:15-17 gets improperly performed, but if it were 
carefully followed, the matter of public confession would become a moot point in all 
cases except those that involve public withdrawal of fellowship. If a brother embezzles 
the treasury, regrets his action and wants to repent to each member individually, that's 
certainly scriptural. But, it is a much less expedient means of keeping the command. 
When the family of God is gathered together as a local congregation, the erring brother 
can be reconciled to everyone at once expediently, peacefully and spiritually profitably 
by public confession. It is best accomplished by coming forward during the invitation to 
ask an elder or preacher to speak for him.  
 Being reconciled is a good thing and is a cause for rejoicing. It is irrelevant that 
someone in the audience may be gloating over the brother who has repented and 
confessed, just as it is irrelevant that someone in the audience is thinking unChristlike 
thoughts about the person being baptized. It is irrelevant that someone believes it to be 
an act of public humiliation, or a punishment of the penitent, or damaging to someone's 
self-esteem. It is an act of reconciliation and an occasion for joy. The prodigal son has 
come home! 
 


