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 "Woe unto you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! for ye pay tithe of mint and 
anise and cumin, and have omitted the weightier matters of the law, judgment, mercy, 
and faith: these ought ye to have done, and not to leave the other undone" (Matt. 
23:23). 
Dear Diary: 
 Wed, Nov 1... Taught Acts 3 in Bible class tonight; took vs. 6 and managed to 
segue into a lengthy discussion on institutionalism. Spoke against social drinking for the 
invitation. Hope brother Slosh got the message. 
 Sun, Nov 5... Preached on the Deity of Jesus controversy both morning and 
evening. Made certain to name all of the brethren involved, and implicate a few others 
who haven't been vocal enough to suit me. 
 Wed, Nov 8... Really cut loose on Acts 5:1-11 tonight in class. Bet that all those 
rich brethren who make more than my preacher's salary go away tonight feeling 
properly rebuked. Used the invitation to reinforce it by talking about the camel through 
the needle's eye. 
 Sun, Nov 12... Preached on "The 28 Questions" controversy and creedal 
tendencies in big churches in the AM. PM, preached on marriage, divorce and 
remarriage; hadn't done a lesson on it for five weeks. 
 Wed, Nov 15... Studied Acts 8 in class. Used example of Peter and Simon the 
sorcerer to justify my strong public criticisms of everyone who doesn't hold same 
positions as I do on the issues. Imagine they will now have more respect when I talk 
about the Baptists and Catholics this coming Sunday. 
 Sun, Nov 19... Run off two denominational visitors during the sermon while I was 
illustrating my point with the story about the traveling salesman, the farmer's daughter, 
and the pope. Just figure that they have no stomach for the truth. PM preached the 
fourth lesson this year on days of creation issue. 
 Wed, Nov 22... For the invitation, reminded the brethren not to allow their 
neighbors to see them eat turkey on Thanksgiving, lest they think of them as Quakers. 
Class seemed dull tonight; no one appeared interested in returning to Act 8:22-24 to 
discuss the continuous cleansing issue. 
 Sun, Nov 26... In preparation for the coming holidays, preached in the AM on the 
evil of decorated trees and the sinful nature of wrapping paper with Santa's picture on it. 
Evening preached on Holt's doctrine of individualism. Really slam-dunked 'em, too! 
 Wed, Nov 29... In class, talked about Acts 18 and Aquila & Pricilla teaching 
Apollos. Made class see the light that all preachers who disagree with me are 
dangerous. Allowed one of the young men to deliver invitation; told him afterward he 
was too soft. 
 Thur, Nov 30... End of the month meeting with the elders. Discussed at great 
length possible reasons for dwindling membership. One of the elders suggested some 
sermons on "the fruit of the Spirit" (Gal. 5) and "add to your faith" (2Peter 1). Made it 
clear to him that pabulum of positivism would weaken the church, not build it. 
Vehemently asserted that I only preach sound doctrine! Told elders that December 



sermons would solve the problem: three part series on attendance, four part series on 
discipline, and one lesson on the evils of sectarianism. That'll make the weak members 
snap to and walk a straight line! 
 Yes, I know it is hyperbole, and I am aware it is a caricature, but it makes a valid 
point. There is no implication in this article that ANY Bible related topic is unimportant.  
Nor am I suggesting that error should not be refuted sternly. I am simply trying to say 
that a steady diet of these things without a refreshing balance of the WHOLE counsel of 
God will weaken devout Christians and choke newborn babes in Christ. May I never 
close my mind to the possibility that I might be stuck in a "tear down error" mode and 
need to get into a "build up the church" frame of mind for spiritual equilibrium. May we 
all avoid focusing so intently on counting out our anise and cumin seeds for the right 
tithe that we omit the weightier matters (Matthew 23:23). 
 


