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 "For the word of God is quick, and powerful, and sharper than any two-edged 
sword, piercing even to the dividing asunder of soul and spirit, and of the joints and 
marrow, and is a discerner of the thoughts and intents of the heart" (Hebrews 4:12). 
 Men fear the written word. Throughout history, men who preferred ignorance 
over enlightenment sought to destroy books that frustrated this purpose. When king 
Jehoiakim learned of the contents of the scroll of Jeremiah that called the unrighteous 
Judeans to repentance, he slashed the book with a knife and burned the remains (Jer. 
36:23). Presently, the Chinese government has a ban on Bibles and Christian study 
materials. The Taliban regime in Afghanistan forbids the reading of religious tracts, 
foreign newspapers, and Western literature.  
 Books are the vehicles of thought. They present new ideas that threaten obsolete 
traditions of men. They contain information that changes manipulable, ignorant masses 
into enlightened, self- governing peoples. Some books outline truths that provoke 
readers to modify speech and behavior. Since books generate thoughts, and thoughts 
motivate actions, it is apparent why books frighten men who do not want thoughts and 
actions changed. 
 Of all books written since Creation, the word of God has the greatest power to 
change the hearts of men. That would explain why it is the most universally feared book 
of all time, feared as a source of terror for those who are afraid of being changed, and 
as a source of reverence for those who have been changed. 
 "For the word of God is quick and powerful." The context requires that readers 
understand the word of God to be a personification of the written scriptures and not 
Jesus as the Word (4:2). Instead, the sword is the word that comes from the Lord's 
mouth (Rev. 19:15). It is the weapon of offense Christians must use in the war against 
sin and error (Eph. 6:17). 
 The inspired scriptures comprise a living treatise that is valid and relevant until 
the end of time; it is not a dead archaeological document. It is called the "incorruptible 
seed that lives and abides forever" (1Peter 1:23). Not only where a man may live, but 
also in whatever time he may live, the word of God will be the Divinely ordained 
authority for his life. In addition, the passage of time has not reduced the efficacy of the 
scriptures. The same word of God still saves or condemns souls by the power of 
Almighty God who gave it. It has no expiration date. The word of God will always have 
the power to convict the world of sin, to convert the sinner, to correct the erring, to 
comfort the discouraged, and to confirm the righteous. 
 "And sharper than any two-edged sword." The first century Roman soldier used a 
sword that was designed for thrusting and penetrating. It was sharp along both edges 
which made it easier to thrust straight forward, since a blade that was sharp on only one 
side might be slowed or turned by the dull edge. The wielder's intent was to reach the 
vital organs to mortally wound his opponent, and two-edged weapon was well suited for 
that goal. The Hebrew writer illustrates the penetrating nature of the word of God by 
comparing it to this well-honed instrument of offense. The word of God has no dull edge 



or vulnerability to deflect or hinder its penetration to the inner man. It is designed to go 
straight to the vitals of a man's being. 
 "Piercing even to the dividing asunder of soul and spirit, and of the joints and 
marrow." It is not the Hebrew author's intent to suggest that the word of God divides 
soul from spirit, but rather that it can penetrate and open both the soul and the spirit. 
The terms soul, spirit, joints, and marrow help the reader to see the thoroughness with 
which the word of God enters into and exposes the inner man. 
 "And is a discerner of the thoughts and intents of the heart." After penetrating to 
the inner man, the scriptures enable him to analyze what he sees exposed there. 
Stripped of the protective layers of denial and rationalization, his reasoning and motives 
are seen for what they truly are. The man is confronted with his true spiritual condition 
and is forced to deal with his real self. This is not a painless process. A sword thrust is a 
death blow. The sword of the word of God puts to death the old man of sin, and worldly 
men are reluctant to let the man of sin die.  
 No wonder men fear the potent, present, penetrating word of God. It will not 
permit them to hide from themselves. Yet, however men may hide from the scriptures in 
the here and now, they will not hide from the Author in the hereafter. But that's another 
verse (Heb. 4:13). 


