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 In answering the Calvinist, I find it helpful to focus attention on their undermining 
of the personal responsibility of the individual. This proves to be one the most 
understandable and strongest arguments against John Calvin's dogma. 
 Calvinism finds its roots in the Pelagian/Augustinian polarity of the fourth and fifth 
century AD, in which theologians debated the issue of God's power and sovereignty 
verses the free will choice of man. These arguments were extreme positions that were 
based on socio-political views instead of scripture. This issue has been corrupted over 
the years by the doctrinal descendants of Calvin, to the point where the conflict is not 
God's sovereignty versus Man's will, but has now become a matter of God's power and 
willingness to do everything for man versus man's responsibility to his spiritual past, 
present and future. 
 Total inherited depravity, unconditional election, limited atonement, irresistible 
grace, and perseverance of the saints are comforting doctrines to the Calvinist. These 
doctrines encourage moral and spiritual laziness. 
 1) To suggest that one is born a sinner, the heir of another's wickedness, is 
nihilistic passivism. In short, the individual is stating that he had no responsibility in the 
matter of his spiritual condition from birth. It is fashionable in current society to claim 
helpless victim status. In what way does inherited sin differ from this? (Ez. 18:20, 25-32; 
Matt. 19:14; Rom. 14:12; 2Cor. 5:10) 
 2) One can fatalistically view his salvation as based entirely upon the whim of an 
unseen Being. If one is saved, Wonderful! If he is lost, well, there was nothing he could 
do about it anyway; he just missed out on the great eternal lottery. Calvin himself failed 
to see the conflict this creates with his own premise of the sovereignty of God. In fact, 
he reduces God to pettiness by making Him arbitrary. (Rom. 2:11, 6:16; Acts 10:34-35; 
Matt. 7:21; 2Peter 3:9; Rev. 22:17) 
 3) Limited atonement suggests a transference of righteousness based on 
unconditional generosity rather than what the scriptures teach, that is, the imputation of 
righteousness through active faith. But isn't the first view rather indulgent? All one has to 
do is to believe, and the righteousness of Christ will be given to him without his ever 
lifting a finger. In fact, the Calvinist is convinced that one cannot even believe unless 
God enables him. One can readily see the obvious abdication from personal 
responsibility. (James 2:14-26; Rom. 4:10-25) 
 4) Still further, irresistible grace removes human interest and initiative entirely 
from the equation. One receives the call from God in one manner or another, and can 
neither avoid it nor refuse it. Remember, the Calvinist has abandoned human will in 
every step along the way. (Rom. 10:17; 2Thes. 2:14; John 6:44-45) 
 5) Perseverance of the saints allows the saved person to remain perpetually 
saved regardless of any subsequent actions or conduct that might be viewed as 
abominable before the Lord. The doctrine of "once saved, always saved" is easily 
disproved by scripture, and yet it remains one of the most popular of Calvin's tenets. 
(2Peter 3:20-22; Heb. 6:4-6; Gal. 5:1-8) 



 Calvinism is indeed a comfortable doctrine. It allows people who do not want the 
responsibility for their eternal destiny to pass it off onto someone else.  The argument 
over God's sovereignty is a smoke screen. The real issue is indolently making another 
being accountable for one's own salvation. Do not be surprised at how many 
denominations there are that have embraced Calvinism (apart from the known ones: 
Presbyterian, etc.). Fundamentalists like the Southern Baptists believe in salvation by 
faith alone and once saved always saved. Some radical churches of Christ and 
Pentecostal groups are leaning in Calvin's direction. In an age of a declining sense of 
personal duty, can one reasonably expect there to be an increase of  personal 
responsibility in spiritual matters? 
 Calvinism shoots down personal responsibility. Calvinism, in general, is used to 
explain away bad behavior, rather than change behavior. Sociologists as far back as 
Durkheim recognized that religion moderated the self-destructive impulses of society 
even at the individual level. At its heart, Calvinism rejects that principle, and thus 
creates an environment that leads to the increasing irrelevance of religion. The common 
man quickly makes an association between the absence of personal accountability and 
the next logical step, the absence of the moral requirements of God. And in the absence 
of such moral imperatives, most individuals live without structure or restraint on their 
self-destructive impulses. Civilization begins to crumble. From a secular perspective, 
evolutionary science has had the same effect on society. 
 In psychology from a behaviorist's viewpoint, non-Calvinist religion functions from 
the operant conditioning models of reinforcement (reward), shaping (growth), modeling 
(example), and self-efficacy (sense of well-being from success). Calvinism operates 
from the classic conditioning model from which both the conditioned and unconditioned 
stimuli are removed thus producing extinction. Please pardon the psychobabble; this 
paragraph merely demonstrates the secular perspective of the dangerous effects of 
Calvinism. 
 Although this answer may appear long, it is short relative to the number of 
scriptures and principles that could be cited and discussed that defeat the doctrines of 
Calvinism. I suggest further study in the book: Examining Popular Doctrines: Basic Bible 
Doctrine Part Three by Robert Harkrider Norris Book Co., 1986. 
 Calvinism is a false doctrine. It is a sin to teach it; it is a sin to practice it. Only 
those who believe and obey the gospel of Christ will be saved. While Calvinism 
comforts those who follow it, on Judgment Day, it will condemn them to hell. 
“Whosoever transgresseth, and abideth not in the doctrine of Christ, hath not God. He 
that abideth in the doctrine of Christ, he hath both the Father and the Son. If there come 
any unto you, and bring not this doctrine, receive him not into your house, neither bid 
him God speed: For he that biddeth him God speed is partaker of his evil deeds” (2John 
9-11). 


