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 (I was asked the following question by a new convert who lives in Akron, Ohio.) 
"Could you tell me where the Bible says how short a man's hair must be or how long a 
woman's hair must be? Is there one true length for men and only one for women?" 
 It is not true that there is only one hair length for men and only one for women. 
There are some brethren who are weak in the faith or understanding who believe that a 
woman should not cut her hair, or she should never have it shorter than shoulder length. 
However, waist length hair seems to have gone the way of floor length dresses. In order 
to be consistent, such brethren should require their wives to wear floor length dresses, 
since that used to be considered modest dress 100 years ago.  
 Hair length varies from culture to culture. Among Arabs and native Americans, 
my hair is too short; in the military and among the Amish my hair is too long. Likewise 
with women, Paris fashion would say my wife's hair is too long, weak brethren would 
say it is too short. Is it all relative? Not really.  
 "Does not even nature itself teach you that if a man has long hair, it is a dishonor 
to him? But if a woman has long hair, it is a glory to her; for her hair is given to her for a 
covering" (1Cor. 11:14-15). 
 Paul's point in 1Corinthians 11 is that men and women's hair lengths serve to 
distinguish one from the other. If a man has hair that looks feminine, or a woman's hair 
looks masculine, they have violated New Testament teaching on this matter. Their 
respective hair lengths and styles need to be consistent and identifiable with their 
gender. Neither men nor women should have outlandish styles or press the boundaries 
of good taste, nor should they try to approximate the appearance of the opposite sex in 
any style of clothing, hair, jewelry, or behavior. Christians do not do that because it 
violates the true meaning of modesty.  
 If a man's hair length and cut makes him look like a man, it is fine. If a woman's 
hair length and cut is clearly feminine, then it is acceptable. A man who pushes the 
shoulder or waist length rule for women or that a man's hair must always be above his 
ears is teaching his scruple of conscience or personal judgment rather than revealed 
doctrine.  


