
Godly Wives 
By Paul R. Blake 
7/28/02 
 
 "Likewise ye wives…" (1Peter 3:1-6). In this passage, Peter makes an 
application of the principle of subjection to authority and enduring unfair treatment just 
like Jesus. In this case, he instructs wives to be subject to their own husbands, even 
husbands who are unbelievers. A non-Christian husband may not treat his wife well, nor 
feel compelled to follow New Testament doctrine for Christ-like governance in the home. 
The wife may find herself treated as unkindly as the servants of 2:18 who have froward 
masters. However, neither Peter nor any other Bible writer grants permission to 
suffering wives to put away worldly, unkind husbands and remarry another. Instead, 
wives are admonished to respond to unbelieving husbands with moral conduct 
combined with respect for his authority as the husband.  
 Peter addresses the matter of orderly personal grooming for godly women. In 
verses three and four he uses a not/but comparative form to show that the adornment of 
the inner person is more important that enhancing one's physical appearance. Jesus 
used this form in John 6:27 when he said: "Labour not for the meat which perisheth, but 
for that meat which endureth unto everlasting life..." The Lord was not teaching folks 
that it is wrong to work for a living, but that working to feed the eternal soul takes 
precedence over feeding the early body. Likewise, Peter is not forbidding the use of 
jewelry, smart clothing, or well-arranged hair, but rather he wants godly women to focus 
the attention of others, not on their bodies, but on Christ whose characteristics are 
reflected in their lives. The greatest and most lasting impression a Christian should have 
on others is that they are Christians, not that they are attractive, physically fit, stylish, or 
wealthy. These considerations come second to the important ornament of a humble, 
calm manner; such an ornament makes one attractive to God. A properly ornamented 
heart is not incompatible with an attractively adorned exterior, for a humble, godly heart 
will regulate modest enhancements on the outer person (1Tim. 2:9-10). 
 In ancient times, godly women trusted God's will in the matter of personal 
appearance, and adorned themselves with righteous conduct and subjection to their 
husbands, filling the role the Lord had designed for them in life. Peter cites Sarah's 
submission to Abraham to illustrate the manner which holy women manifest subjection 
to their husbands. Sarah called Abraham "lord" in verbal, visible acknowledgement of 
his authority in their home and to show her submission to his leadership. Godly women 
today must conduct themselves in such a manner that their behavior serves as a public 
affirmation of subjection to their husbands. 
 Practically speaking, what kinds of activities can godly women engage in that will 
show proper subjection to their husbands? The wise writer of the book of Proverbs was 
inspired by God to outline the attitudes and behaviors of a virtuous woman. His model is 
scripturally defensible in any dispensation as Gods portrait of the ideal woman. And 
examination of the worthy woman of Proverbs 31:10-31 will thoroughly explain what 
Peter meant by "chaste conversation coupled with fear." 
 The virtuous woman earns the confidence of her husband. She will show 
appreciation for his labor and income by not being wasteful with the family resources 
(Prov. 31:11). 



 The virtuous woman is filled with good will toward her husband. She maintains 
the best of intentions toward him and their relationship together and has his best 
interests at heart, and acts accordingly (Prov. 31:12). 
 The virtuous woman is pleased to do the work of a homemaker, and does not 
consider cooking, sewing, or cleaning to be demeaning or menial (Prov. 31:13-15, 21-
22). 
 The virtuous woman is enterprising. She is not afraid of taking on additional 
responsibilities as time permits (Prov. 31:16-19,24). But, under what circumstances 
could a godly woman work? When she has fulfilled her duties according to Titus 2:3-5 
and 1Timothy 5:14, that of being a homemaker and managing the house, then she may 
"sell purple" or "make tents." If she properly raises her children, and scripturally makes a 
good home for her husband, and has time remaining, then she may use that time in 
scripturally acceptable, productive activity. However, she may not delegate her duties to 
another, regardless of how capable the replacement may be. She is commanded to 
make a home; she is not to have someone else make it for her. She is to bear children 
and raise them; she cannot give that duty to another, no matter how well intentioned nor 
how talented the baby-sitter may be.  
 One cannot escape the Divinely approved examples of godly women working 
outside of the home. Therefore, one cannot teach that a woman is not permitted to work 
outside of the home. As long as she is abiding by the commands of God governing her 
duties in the home, then where is the instruction that she cannot help supplement the 
family income? 
 The virtuous woman is filled with compassion. Because of her design as a 
nurturer, she cares not only for her own family, but for the less fortunate as well (Prov. 
31:20). 
 The virtuous woman is deeply concerned with maintaining a good character. She 
is satisfied that God knows she is doing well and is willing to suffer harm or personal 
loss rather than do anything to compromise the faith (Prov. 31:25). 
 The virtuous woman speaks with courtesy and discretion. She refuses to 
speculate and gossip about others, and will not insult or attack others verbally. She 
treats others respectfully when she speaks to them and about them (Prov. 31:26). 
 The virtuous woman is watchful and assiduous in seeing to her duties in the 
home. The husband may be the provider, protector, and leader, but the wife is the guide 
and manager of home life. She must be observant and prepared to handle whatever 
needs that come up in the home within the realm of her duties (Prov. 31:27). 
 The virtuous woman reverences God. She is aware that physical considerations 
are temporary and less important than the needs of the soul (Prov. 31:29-30). A man 
needs wife who is herself a devout, patient Christian. Preachers' wives often must live a 
fishbowl life bombarded with second hand criticisms. They suffer with the insecurity of 
having no settled home, children scattered across the country, and brethren who will 
dismiss her husband on a foolish whim. How can they survive under these 
circumstances? They must have a strong faith in God that will enable them to persevere 
to the end. 
 A virtuous woman completes her husband. A godly wife can make a mere man 
into a great man; she can make an unbelieving husband into a fellow heir of the grace 
of life (Prov. 31:23,31). 



 Being in subjection to a husband does not imply shame, nor suggest inferiority. 
Except for God the Father, everyone is subject to another (1Cor. 11:3; Heb. 13:17; Eph. 
6:1, 5:21). Wives should be as pleased to fulfill their God-given roles as Christ was to 
fulfill the role God set for him in the salvation of humankind. 


