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 "Likewise, ye husbands." Again, what a profound transition! What does Peter 
mean by the word likewise? It means the same thing that likewise means for women in 
3:1. Men are required to be in subjection to authority and to patiently endure injustices 
in whatever role they find themselves. In this context, husbands must recognize their 
subjection to the will of God in treatment of their wives, and they must patiently endure 
whatever difficulties may arise in doing so. No man is permitted to be a dictator in his 
home, neither is he to view himself as the center of his family. GOD is the central being 
and final authority in the homes of Christians, not the husband. Man is not permitted to 
make one decision or give one order in the home that does not first meet with God's 
approval.  
 Husbands are commanded to dwell with their wives according to knowledge. 
They must treat their wives as instructed in the revealed will of God for leadership in the 
home. It is incumbent on husbands to study what God has spoken and to 
conscientiously apply those principles modeled by the life of Christ and his relationship 
to his Bride the church. Husbands are told to give honor to their wives, just as Peter 
commanded that Christians give honor to all men (2:17). A man’s position of authority in 
the home does not grant him license to patronize his wife nor treat her with 
condescension.  
 Peter uses the metaphor "as unto the weaker vessel" to show how husbands are 
to honor their wives. Such a comparison speaks more to the vulnerability of the vessel 
and the care with which it must be used than it does the particular strength and 
weakness of the vessel. To what type of weakness is Peter referring? While it is true 
that most women have less upper body strength than men, to assign this meaning to 
"weaker" trivializes this passage and weakens the context. Women have a different kind 
of strength. How well would a man tolerate pregnancy or endure childbirth? Nor is Peter 
talking about spiritual weakness. There is no Biblical evidence that women are 
spiritually weaker than men. The Bible speaks in equal ratios of evil women to good 
women as it does of evil men to good men. Furthermore, in most congregations one will 
often find more women in attendance than men.  
 The context of this passage speaks of subjection to authority. A wife is subject to 
her husband and has no recourse in this life if he treats her unkindly. She is in a 
vulnerable position. In addition, she was created by God to be a nurturer in order to fill 
her assigned role, so by design she is made more vulnerable and open to suffering. 
Husbands must be aware of this vulnerability (dwell with them according to knowledge) 
and treat their wives with kindness and respect (giving honor).  
 God linked husbands' and wives' eternal inheritance to how they treat one 
another in marriage. When they marry, they increase their responsibilities before God, 
and with increased responsibilities comes a corresponding increase in opportunities to 
fall. If spouses violate God's will for marriage, they lose their eternal inheritance and the 
promise of God to hear their prayers (John 3:22). 



 To complete the study of this passage, it is both appropriate and fair to examine 
God's will for husbands. As the virtuous woman of Proverbs illustrates how godly wives 
fill their roles, so Jesus Christ demonstrates how godly husbands treat their wives. 
 Husbands must submit to God's role for them in their families. 1) God ordained 
that husbands be the providers for the home. It is what men were built to do (Gen. 3:17-
19), and they were made in such a way as to derive satisfaction form working (Ecc. 
5:18-20). The word of God commands men to work and provide for their families (1Tim. 
5:8; 2Thes. 3:10). If a man does honest work for honorable pay, enjoys his work, and 
provides for the scriptural necessities of life, he has God's approval as a provider. It is 
sinful to take on extra work just to provide the appearance of wealth to the sacrifice of 
time that should be spent in service to God and family. 2) God set men to the task of 
being protectors for their families. Just as Christ was willing to give his life for the 
church, so must men stand ready to suffer and die for their wives (Eph. 5:25). Good 
husbands do not allow their wives to go unprotected into dark, dangerous places, nor to 
take on the hard, manual tasks. As a man permits his wife to take on more of his duties, 
she loses a part of her femininity, and he gains it. 3) God assigned husbands the duty of 
being the spiritual teachers and guides in the home. They are ordered to be the heads 
of their families, a responsibility they may not delegate to their wives (Gen. 3:16). Men 
are not permitted to misuse their leadership; their wives' subjection is not to be used as 
a whip to hold over their heads. There is never an acceptable excuse for a man to beat 
his wife. Rather husbands must carefully examine the way Christ treats the church and 
follow his example completely in their relationships with their wives (Eph. 5:25, 28-29). 
4) God commanded husbands to be loving and tender toward their wives. The example 
of Christ teaches men how to express the affection God commanded they have for them 
(Luke 18:16; John 8:7; Gal. 5:22-23). 
 Husbands, it is a blessing from God to have a wife. Cherish that blessing; treat 
her with honor. Wives, you have the power to make your home a blessing to your 
husband and children. Exercise a godly manner of life in subjection to the role for which 
God created you, and your husband and children will rise up in praise of you. You are 
heirs together of the grace of life if you live it God's way. 


