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 1Peter 1:17-25 - “And if you call on the Father, who without partiality judges 
according to each one's work, conduct yourselves throughout the time of your stay here 
in fear; knowing that you were not redeemed with corruptible things, like silver or gold, 
from your aimless conduct received by tradition from your fathers, but with the precious 
blood of Christ, as of a lamb without blemish and without spot. He indeed was 
foreordained before the foundation of the world, but was manifest in these last times for 
you who through Him believe in God, who raised Him from the dead and gave Him 
glory, so that your faith and hope are in God. Since you have purified your souls in 
obeying the truth through the Spirit in sincere love of the brethren, love one another 
fervently with a pure heart, having been born again, not of corruptible seed but 
incorruptible, through the word of God which lives and abides forever, because "All flesh 
is as grass, And all the glory of man as the flower of the grass. The grass withers, And 
its flower falls away, But the word of the LORD endures forever." Now this is the word 
which by the gospel was preached to you” (NKJV). 
 "And if ye call on the Father" simply means to appeal to the Lord for salvation. It 
must be understood that one cannot be saved by merely speaking the name of God. 
Some doctrines of men advocate that if one states that he accepts Jesus as his 
personal Savior, he will be saved as he speaks. In his very first recorded sermon in the 
New Testament, the Lord rejected the concept of salvation by words without action. "Not 
every one that saith unto me, Lord, Lord, shall enter into the kingdom of heaven; but he 
that doeth the will of my Father which is in heaven" (Matt. 7:21). This appeal must be 
made in the manner God prescribes in his word. It involves the heart of man: "For with 
the heart man believeth unto righteousness..." (Rom. 10:10). It involves a change in the 
will of a man: "Repent therefore and be converted, that your sins may be blotted out" 
(Acts 3:19). It involves the spoken word of a man: "...and with the mouth confession is 
made unto salvation" (Rom. 10:10). It involves the obedient action of a man: "...arise, 
and be baptized, and wash away thy sins, calling on the name of the Lord" (Acts 22:16). 
Calling on the Father is the process in which one believes God, repents of his sin, 
confesses his faith in Christ, and is immersed for the remission of his sins. One who 
omits any element of this process has not called on the Father. 
 The instruction in verse 17 is stated in the form of an if/then proposition. If you 
have appealed to God for salvation, then spend the time of your pilgrimage here in a 
reverent manner. To do any less would invalidate one's appeal to God for salvation. The 
Father will not accord special favors to unrepentant erring Christians; he will judge them 
based on what they have done and not on what they profess to be. 
 The redeemed Gentiles are aware that the release from their former aimless, 
sinful behavior was not purchased by the exchange of base material goods. They were 
bought by the most precious substance this universe has ever seen, the blood of God 
who was made flesh and lived among men (John 1:14). God had planned from before 
the creation of the world that his Son would be the sinless, unmarked offering for the 
sins of men. This plan was carried out by Jesus Christ whose blood was shed by 
scourge wounds, thorn gouges, nail prints, and spear thrust at the cross for the sins of 



the world. Christians live in the dispensation of redemption from sin by the blood of the 
Lamb of God, not in the age of remembrance of sin by the blood of animals under the 
Law of Moses. Salvation will never be by means of expensive gifts given to the priests 
of false religions of men. 
 By his life, Jesus provided a clearer view of God to men: "He who has seen me 
has seen the Father" (John 14:9). By the resurrection and glorification of Christ, God 
has given man a clearer view of himself. With what both the Savior and the Father have 
shown, man has every reason to place his confidence in God. If one needs more than 
the life, death, and resurrection of the Son of God in order to believe, then he will never 
develop faith in God or a hope of life in heaven. 
 Peter speaks of salvation as being “born again by the incorruptible seed,” or the 
word of God. Obedience to the truth results in the soul being cleansed of all sin. This 
implies that the truth is not a collection of neutral and impotent facts, but rather is a body 
of doctrine that moves believers to action and has the power to purify souls. "Unto 
unfeigned love of the brethren" addresses one of the purposes for which souls are 
cleansed. The apostle Paul wrote that Christians are "created in Christ Jesus unto good 
works" (Eph. 2:10), which is similar in construction to what Peter wrote. Both texts 
reveal God's intention for one who has been regenerated; he is created to do good 
works, he is purified to love his brethren. Peter joins a command to that information: 
since you have been purified to love your brethren, fulfill the purpose of your purification 
and love your brethren honestly and fervently. 
 This is another way in which Christians imitate the Father in heaven. God is the 
essence of the meaning of love; when love is mentioned, God should instantly come to 
mind. Why does God love man? (John 3:16) Man was created in the image of God 
(Gen. 1:26-27); certainly not in physical appearance, for God is Spirit and has no 
corruptible flesh, but rather as an eternal spirit. What is one of the deepest, strongest 
needs in humankind but to love and be loved in return? If one is indeed patterned after 
God, it should not surprise him to discover that he received his characteristics from 
Deity. In humankind, God sees souls he can love and who have the potential to love 
him in return. Since love is one of God's defining characteristic, love should also 
characterize the behavior of his children. Consider, since God sees much to love in our 
fellow Christians, should not we be seeing the same thing, too? Love is at the center of 
God's word (Matt. 22:36-40), and it is the hallmark of brethren (John 13:33-35). 
 The manner of love is unfeigned (anupokritos means "undissembled, sincere: 
without dissimulation or hypocrisy"; Strong’s - 505), pure (katharos means "clean, clear, 
pure"; Strong’s - 2513), and fervent (ektenos means "intently, fervently"; Strong’s - 
1619).  
 "Being born again" is similar to "begotten again" (1:3) by repentance and 
obedience to the truth that makes one spiritually alive from his former deadness in sins. 
The seed that changes him is not perishable; his salvation will not pass with the 
seasons, nor will the seed that effects the change ever lose its ability to reproduce. Most 
plant seeds have a short shelf life. After several years pass, most seeds in storage will 
not germinate when planted. However, the incorruptible seed of God's word will never 
fail to sprout and bring forth fruit in good, honest hearts. As the seed is imperishable, so 
is that which it produces imperishable (1John 3:9). One will not fall as long as the seed 
remains in him. 



 The physical nature of man will change and pass away, just as will the seasonal 
plants produced by physical seeds, but the eternal soul of man in which the word of God 
has been planted will remain vibrant and healthy forever. This incorruptible seed--the 
precious redemption, the revealed salvation, the living hope--is encompassed in the 
gospel that was preached to Peter's readers and which is still being preached today. 


