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 "Be happy with what you have and are, be generous with both, and you won't 
have to hunt for happiness" (William E. Gladstone). It appears that Gladstone may have 
read Paul's essay on contentment before he wrote a wordy paraphrase of the apostle’s 
thesis statement: "Godliness with contentment is great gain" (1Tim. 6:6) in which he 
reveals God's hierarchy of values for humankind in a profoundly clear manner. That is, 
God wills that man pursue spiritual wealth for his soul and provide for the simple, 
fundamental needs of his body. Paul explains that if a man seeks for physical affluence, 
he will likely fail to gain spiritual wealth and may also lose his soul. Being content with 
supplying the basic needs of the body is crucial to understanding and gaining what is 
truly important in life. Christians must learn to focus on the eternal and not the material. 
Contentment is found in the mind, not in the wallet; happiness is cultivated in the heart, 
not on a bank statement. 
 "But godliness with contentment is great gain" (1Tim. 6:6). With seven words the 
apostle Paul summarizes the whole of man's direction in this world. As a dual being, a 
soul housed in flesh, man has the responsibility of caring for both aspects of his 
existence. He must see to the eternal needs of his soul, and he must supply the 
temporary needs of his body. Godliness describes his approach to the needs of his 
soul. Godliness keeps his soul pure and just before God, it ensures an inheritance 
waiting for him in heaven, and it gives him access to all of the blessings in Christ. It 
makes his soul rich. Contentment characterizes his attitude toward the needs of his 
flesh. He is sated, at peace, and free from complaint when he has provided for the 
fundamental needs of the body. He is rich because he understands and lives by what is 
really important in life, for he vigorously pursues spiritual wealth for his soul and feels 
secure when he has provided for the basic physical needs of his body. 
 Paul validates his theme statement "godliness with contentment is great gain" 
with four strong proofs: 1) eternal spiritual wealth is greater than temporary ownership of 
material goods, 2) the basic needs of the flesh are few, 3) that desire for wealth is self-
destructive, and 4) that lust for money leads to more sin.  
 "For we brought nothing into this world, and it is certain we can carry nothing out" 
(1Tim. 6:7). Every soul enters this world robed only in the flesh in which he was born. 
When the soul leaves this world, he even leaves that flesh behind, for nothing of a 
physical nature can be carried with him into eternity. Every material thing he acquires in 
life is left behind in death when the temporary body returns to it constituent elements 
and the eternal soul departs to await Judgment. Since the soul is all that survives this 
world, it stands the test of reason to provide greater focus on supplying the needs of the 
soul over those of the body. Physical wealth stays in this world and decays. Spiritual 
wealth is cultivated in this world, is stored in the world to come, and attaches itself to the 
soul when he enters his heavenly reward. It only makes sense to seek after spiritual 
blessings that last eternally, instead of pointlessly chasing material wealth that one can 
only hold in grief-laden stewardship for a brief time. 
 "And having food and raiment let us be therewith content" (1Tim. 6:8). Food and 
clothing constitute the Divinely recognized fundamental needs of the body. Food and 



clothing are the only needs of the flesh God acknowledged in the beginning when he 
arranged for Adam to feed his family by tilling the ground (Gen. 3:19) and gave him 
tunics of animal skins to cover his body (Gen. 3:21). Jesus acknowledged that he had 
food and clothing (Matt. 11:19, 27:35), but did not own a house or have possessions to 
call his own (Matt. 8:20, John 13:29). Since the Lord considers food and clothing as the 
only essentials for sustaining physical life, then when circumstances place a child of 
God in a situation where food and clothing are all he can obtain without risk to his soul, 
he should be content and uncomplaining about his lot. Obviously this demands one 
make a conscious effort of will to be satisfied when in such straits, especially if he is 
accustomed to living well. Paul wrote this as an imperative; it is an inspired command of 
God. Therefore, one must resolve to be content with the barest of essentials and 
determine to be happy when in want. Paul confirmed that this is possible when he wrote 
to the Philippians that he had learned to handle prosperity and poverty without losing his 
emotional equilibrium (Phil. 4:11-12). 
 "But they that will be rich fall into temptation and a snare, and into many foolish 
and hurtful lusts, which drown men in destruction and perdition" (1Tim. 6:9). Note that 
Paul did not write of the rich, but rather of those who desire to be rich. One does not 
have to be wealthy in order to have the rich man's woes. The drive to obtain and 
accumulate material goods can easily grow out of control into lust and temptation that 
overwhelms even a poor man's focus on the enrichment of his soul. 
 "For the love of money is the root of all evil: which while some coveted after, they 
have erred from the faith, and pierced themselves through with many sorrows" (1Tim. 
6:10). Uncontrolled desire for more than the fundamental needs of the body leads to 
apostasy and self-destructive anxiety. Sin is not often an isolated phenomenon. More 
often than not it is either accompanied by other sins or it leads to other forms of sin. It 
does not require much imagination to see that lust for money can lead to forsaking the 
assembling of the saints for overtime paychecks, or to fraud, cheating on taxes, 
unethical business practices, theft, or murder. Like a metastasizing cancer, the love of 
money soon spreads to all parts of a professed Christian's character, invades all of his 
thoughts, and eventually controls his actions. He may briefly grieve over the death of his 
spirituality, the loss of fellowship with God and his children, and the moral poverty of his 
soul, but he assuages his pain with material things as he spirals ever deeper into sin. 
Like a substance abuser that loathes the drug his body has come to crave, so the 
materialist comes to the point where he cannot seem to overthrow the chains of his 
compulsion to pile up goods, while at the same time he is aware that his love for money 
is costing him the salvation of his soul. He is possessed by his possessions. 
 To help Christians avoid contracting the rich man's disease, Paul supplies five 
practical instructions that lead to the enrichment of the soul: 1) flee materialism, 2) 
pursue spiritual wealth, 3) fight for eternal life, 4) resolve to persist in this course without 
slipping, and 5) place trust in God, not money. 
 "But thou, O man of God, flee these things; and follow after righteousness, 
godliness, faith, love, patience, meekness" (1Tim. 6:11). "Flee" is a strong command; it 
conjures up images of one who is exerting himself to escape an immediate danger. 
Love of money is an imminent threat to the soul. One must not flirt with it, but react 
immediately to protect his spiritual wealth.  



 Pursue is another powerful imperative. With the same alacrity with which one 
runs away from worldliness, he must run after righteousness. Nature loves a void, and 
so does the Adversary. Satan knows that if he cannot tempt a man into material 
pursuits, his second choice is to get the man to pursue nothing. By this, he has the man 
in a position where it is easier to lead him into chasing money than if the man were 
already striving for eternal life.  
 Where men list the things that would make them rich, Paul offers an alternative 
list of qualities that make the soul wealthy. Righteousness is justification before God 
and is the primary need of every soul. Godliness is the holy, pious condition of moral 
health that characterizes a spiritually rich soul. Faith is the fundamental food that 
sustains the soul. Love is the overflow of abundance of a wealthy soul that pours out 
blessings on others around him. Patience is the stable, secure nature of the riches of a 
soul; it is the condition that protects a Christian's spiritual wealth when circumstances 
arise that would rob him of his reward. Gentleness describes the quality of spiritually 
rich soul; it is expressed by the social beneficence with which he treats others. Truly this 
is a greater and more lasting wealth than that which is gathered in the stock market. 
 "Fight the good fight of faith, lay hold on eternal life..." (1Tim. 6:12). Just as 
worldly men fight to acquire and protect material gain, so should the righteous fight to 
capture and hold on to the treasure of eternal life. Christians must take up the arms of 
righteousness and do battle with Satan, temptation, and materialism to win the war to 
which they were summoned and to which they have publicly sworn allegiance by 
confession. 
 "...Keep this commandment without spot, un-rebukeable, until the appearing of 
our Lord Jesus Christ" (1Tim. 6:14). The spiritually wealthy soul cannot relax his 
vigilance for a moment; he must guard his eternal reward diligently without permitting 
himself a lapse in watchfulness. The Adversary is waiting for such an opportunity to rob 
him. 
 "Charge them that are rich in this world, that they be not high-minded, nor trust in 
uncertain riches, but in the living God, who giveth us richly all things to enjoy" (1Tim. 
6:17). The materially rich can still be saved if they do not allow physical prosperity to 
cloud their sight to the true wealth of the soul. Moses chose the reproach of Christ over 
the riches of Egypt because he was able to see through both the gold of Egypt and the 
affliction of God's people to the reward on the other side (Heb. 11:24-26). The rich must 
remember that they are merely stewards of what God gave them; therefore, they must 
put their confidence in Almighty, Eternal God rather than impotent, temporary goods. By 
this, even the materially rich can be spiritually wealthy. 
 Wisdom says: "...give me neither poverty nor riches; Feed me with the food 
allotted to me; Lest I be full and deny You, And say, "Who is the Lord?" Or lest I be poor 
and steal, And profane the name of my God" (Prov. 30:8-9). The love of money leads 
the rich to forget God and the poor to sin against God to get rich. Paul has proven that if 
one pursues spiritual blessings above all else and is content with supplying only the 
basic needs of the body, he will be a rich man. "It is not the man who has too little, but 
the man who craves more, that is poor" (Lucius Annaeus Seneca, Epistles 2,2). 
 


