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 “Coming to Him as to a living stone, rejected indeed by men, but chosen by God 
and precious, you also, as living stones, are being built up a spiritual house, a holy 
priesthood, to offer up spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus Christ… 
Beloved, I beg you as sojourners and pilgrims, abstain from fleshly lusts which war 
against the soul, having your conduct honorable among the Gentiles, that when they 
speak against you as evildoers, they may, by your good works which they observe, 
glorify God in the day of visitation” (1Peter 2:4-5, 11-12). 
 "To whom coming as unto a living stone" is written in the present tense, 
indicating that the Christian does not come to Christ one time only, but on a continual 
basis; he comes daily, not for salvation from sins, but to be build up in the Lord. Jesus is 
a "living stone," rejected by men who have their own notions about building a spiritual 
house, but chosen by God in whose infinite wisdom Jesus is the perfect corner stone. 
First century architects selected large stones and imposed their own designs on them 
by careful cutting, shaping, and placement, after which the rest of the structure would be 
aligned to the "chief corner stone." A rejected cornerstone became a dangerous 
nuisance; useless for construction and difficult to move, it would be in the way of the 
builders who might stumble over it while working, and it would serve as a constant 
reminder of the builders' failure to fit it into the building. Religionists in Christ's day 
viewed him in quite the same manner. He was not what they wanted him to be, he was 
not subject to the changes they wanted to impose on him, and he would not fit into their 
plans for a spiritual house; so they rejected him. However, Jesus would not go away. He 
is still around for contemporary errorists to trip over while they are trying to build their 
own religions, and he reminds them that they are unable to build a house without the 
authorized, elect corner stone. They will always be troubled by the knowledge that their 
religious houses are not aligned God's way. 
 On the other hand, true Christians do not presume to design and build the house 
of God, but allow themselves to be built into God's house. By cooperating with God's 
plan for his house, Christians become a holy priesthood, dedicated and set apart from 
the world for God's service, offering sacrifices that are spiritual and authorized. Viewing 
Christ as either a stumbling block or the chief corner stone depends entirely on the one 
who is looking at him. Peter quotes Isaiah 28:16 to reinforce the point that the faith of 
the one looking at Christ determines what kind of stone the Lord is to him. Believers 
know Jesus is precious, that he is qualified to be the stone by which God's house is 
aligned, and that they will not be disappointed by their confidence in him. Those who 
stumble over Christ or are offended by him are properly identified as disobedient. for It 
is not Jesus who causes them to stumble or to be offended, but rather their fall is due to 
rebellion in refusing to allow themselves to be aligned by the chief corner stone. It is 
interesting to note that Peter uses disobedience instead of unbelief as an opposite to 
belief. Disobedience is the inevitable result of unbelief, for true faith necessarily leads to 
obedience. The disobedient are appointed, not to commit sin, but to suffer Divine justice 
for their faithless behavior. 



 By contrast, Christians are an elect race; they are the children God has chosen 
for himself (1:2-3). They are a royal priesthood. God told Israel they would be a kingdom 
of priests (Ex. 19:6). His promise found its fulfillment in spiritual Israel in which every 
Christian is qualified to approach God with prayers and spiritual sacrifices. Christians 
are a holy nation, a commonwealth of religion (Rom. 2:28-29). Some nations are built 
upon military conquest or economic mastery; the holy nation of noble priests exists to 
defeat Satan, overcome sin, and win souls. They are a "peculiar" people; Christians are 
God's people by right of possession. He holds them and owns them as a powerful, 
benevolent master owns his slaves (1Cor. 6:19-20). Therefore, God's own people 
exhibit the transformation that took place when God summoned them out of the 
darkness of sin into the light of righteousness. The godly manner of life of Christians 
before the world becomes a song of praise to God that draws the lost to Christ. Indeed 
God is to be praised, especially by Gentiles who in the past were not given the 
opportunity to be the people of God and who were not the beneficiaries of God's mercy, 
but now through Christ are a holy nation of royal priests that God is pleased to claim as 
his own. 
 Because Christians are God's special people and temporary sojourners in this 
world, they need to demonstrate this to the lost. Indulging in the desires of the flesh 
would prevent this from happening; it would destroy their identity as separate from the 
world. Christians abstain from all appearance of evil; they hold themselves at a distance 
from lusts of the flesh. How can one who is in the world know that a Christian is one of 
God's chosen people if the Christian engages in the same self-indulgent sins as the 
non-Christian? What is the difference between a Christian who dresses immodestly, or 
curses, or drinks, or looks at pornography, and a sinner who does the same things? 
There is no difference in their destination; they are both bound for perdition. However, 
the Christian has the added burden of having betrayed the stewardship of his influence. 
Moreover, fleshly lusts "war" against the soul. It is no sin to be at war with temptation; it 
is sin to surrender or desert the battlefield. "Strangers and pilgrims" describe the 
Christian's relationship to the world. He is a stranger in a moral sense, not a native of 
this world, nor a participant in the worldly customs that identify those who are of the 
world. He is a pilgrim who is just passing through on a journey to his true homeland; he 
stands out from those who have made this world their home. 
 When Christians live honestly and honorably, they remove every opportunity for 
the worldly to make legitimate complaints about them. An old country proverb states, 
"Don't give your enemy a stick to beat you with." When professed Christians behave 
unethically or dishonestly, it lends credibility to the false accusations made against 
them. Contemporary society judges Christians by its own flawed standards and 
fashionable philosophies. The world calls Christians evil for disciplining children, for 
opposing abortions, for defending capital punishment, for teaching the scriptural 
organization of the home and church, for limited benevolence, for teaching that there is 
only one faith and one church. Isaiah wrote: "Woe unto them that call evil good, and 
good evil; that put darkness for light, and light for darkness; that put bitter for sweet, and 
sweet for bitter!" (Isa. 5:20). However, when one lives honestly the worldly will 
eventually concede that the good works of the Christian speak louder than the false 
accusations of the sinner. This is how God planned it. 



 Suspicion often falls on those who are foreign or different; it is easy for local 
inhabitants to yield to prejudice. One way that Christians, who are strangers and 
pilgrims in this world, can limit these attitudes is to conduct themselves as model 
citizens. Even though the righteous view heaven as their homeland and Jesus Christ as 
their king, Peter admonishes them to submit to the government of whatever land in 
which they dwell. God's people are not permitted to decide which laws they will keep or 
disregard based on their own standards of fairness. It was inherently unfair for the 
Romans to persecute Christians, but that was not justification for rebellion. The only 
exception to this is when civil law demands that Christians commit sin, in which case 
one is not compelled to obey (Acts 5:29). 
 Peter reminds his readers that while they are free from the world and its powers, 
they must not use this freedom as a license to sin; in this context, they must not do evil 
against civil government. Instead they must see themselves as servants of God who do 
not presume to pass judgment against rulers, but leave that prerogative to their Master. 
God ordained that there be government (Rom. 13:1-4). When one rebels against the 
rule of civil law, he rejects the ordinance of God. 


