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 (I was asked the following interview questions by a Bible college student as a 
class assignment for aspiring young preachers. One never realizes how much time 
passes or how many lessons he learns in life until he takes time to look back and 
reflect. Substitute the word “CHRISTIAN” in place of ‘preacher’, and answer the same 
questions for yourself. It may serve to be an enlightening experience.) 
Q - How many years have you served as a gospel preacher? 
A - Twenty two plus four years in an "apprentice" arrangement with an older evangelist. 
Q - How many years in local work? 
A - Twenty six 
Q - How many years in stateside work? 
A - Twenty six 
Q - How many years were you were you in foreign fields or how many missions have 
you made to countries outside the U.S.? 
A - One gospel meeting in Ramstein Germany. 
Q - In how many congregations have you served as a full time gospel preacher? 
A - Five 
Q - How long was your longest and shortest stay in a work? 
A - Longest 6 years; shortest 4 years 
Q - In works that were without elders, what difficulties were encountered? 
A - One dominant man manipulating and controlling a congregation. Factions fighting 
each other in business meetings. Physical matters were debated endlessly; spiritual 
matters were ignored. Congregational drift and decline in membership. Congregants 
were more vulnerable to doctrinal error. 
Q - In works with elders, what difficulties were encountered? 
A - Learning to work under the leadership of elders, as I had never had the opportunity 
before this. 
Q - What is your motivation for preaching the gospel? 
A - I love God for what He and His Son have done for me. I love my fellow pilgrims and 
want to encourage them. I love the word of God and take great pleasure in sharing it 
with others. 
Q - What preparation did you make before becoming a preacher? 
A - I had a remarkable upbringing by parents who emphasized moral conduct and 
spiritual mindedness, and worshiped with a congregation that is strong in the faith. I also 
spent one year at Florida College, two years at MCCC, one year at YSU, four years 
working with evangelist and Bible professor Almon Williams at Castle Heights. I 
consider my education and preparation as an evangelist to be ongoing. 
Q - Which counseling situation(s) was/were most difficult for you? 
A - Where divorce is involved. 
Q - What do you find to be the most challenging aspect of being a gospel preacher? 
A - Helping Christians to understand the distinct nature of the Lord's Church in an 
atmosphere of progressivism and pressure to imitate the denominations of men. 
Learning to be patient with adults who act selfishly or dishonestly. 



Q - What advice would you give to one who aspires to be a preacher? 
A - Prepare your spirit for great highs of joy in service to Christ and for deep lows of 
sadness and disappointment over the effects of sin and error among some of God's 
children. Prepare your heart to receive great blessings as a servant of Christ and to 
offer great personal sacrifices in His service. Prepare your mind with daily, intense 
examination of the word of God; fall in love with it, and let that love be manifested in 
your manner as you teach it to others. Do not preach unless you are committed to it for 
life. Do not preach if you are inclined to be a joiner or need the approval of your peers. 
You work for Jesus Christ, not for a party of men. Preach only if your conscience will 
permit you no other work. 
Q - What is the greatest satisfaction you have experienced in your work as a gospel 
preacher? 
A - To hear an honest soul say to me after a lesson: "Hey thanks! I understand that 
scripture better now." It is a testimony to the power of God that He is capable of using 
such a flawed vessel like me to communicate His perfect, holy message to men. 
Q - What are some pit-falls that should be avoided by one who desires to be a gospel 
preacher? 
A - The computer and Internet. Too many younger preachers spend their study hours 
surfing Bible websites and debating in Bible discussion groups as a substitute for 
serious Bible study and teaching. The computer is a great tool and the Internet is a 
wonderful resource, but both are thieves of time. Frenetic activity at the keyboard does 
not necessarily translate as forward spiritual progress. (1Tim. 4:13, 15) Always take 
another brother with you when you visit the weak or erring. Never visit a young woman 
alone. Do not get the impression that you are infallible because you are the preacher. 
Q - How many children do you have? Are they faithful? 
A - Four daughters, and yes they are. Their mother has been a profound influence on 
them in this. 
Q - Does your wife have to work to help support the family? 
A - Yes. She is an RN who works three days per week to help with our children’s' 
college needs, and to get less expensive group health insurance than I can purchase in 
a single payer plan. 


