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 It is an old fable often told. The hunter raised his rifle and took careful aim at a 
large black bear. Just before he pulled the trigger, the bear spoke to him in a soft, 
soothing rumble, "Is it not better to talk than to shoot? What is it that you want? Let us 
negotiate the matter."  
 Slowly lowering his rifle, the hunter replied, "I want a fur coat."  
 "Good," said the bear, "that is certainly negotiable. I only want a full stomach, so 
let us work out a compromise."  
 So, they sat down together to negotiate, and after a time the bear walked away 
alone. The negotiation was successful; the bear had a full stomach, and the hunter had 
a fur coat. He was inside the bear. 
Negotiating Morality 
 The Adversary wants Christians to negotiate moral issues with him. Sadly, many 
Christians are willing to come to his bargaining table and exchange their character and 
integrity in this life and their soul in the life to come for temporary ownership of Satan’s 
cheap baubles and a quick sampling of his fleeting pleasures. They foolishly choose to 
forget the warning: "Be sober, be vigilant; because your adversary the devil, as a 
roaring lion, walketh about, seeking whom he may devour" (1Peter 5:8).  
 Why do many who profess Christ attempt to negotiate with the Devil? Because 
they want what they are not supposed to have. God made clear the boundaries of moral 
conduct in His word (2Tim. 3:16-17; 1John 3:3). Rather than consulting His word and 
being content with the Lord’s code of character, some see how far they can go in 
compromise with the world without appearing to be engaged in obvious sin. 
 Two desires are at war within humankind. On one side is the spiritual man that 
wants to do what is right, and on the other side is the carnal being that wants to indulge 
in material and worldly excesses (Gal. 5:16-25). The spiritual being is motivated by 
knowledge of godliness and truth. The carnal being is motivated by interest in base 
desires and passions. The spiritual being wants to go to heaven; the carnal being wants 
to fit in with the world so that he isn't embarrassed over moral conduct. It troubles the 
carnal side of man that worldly minded people think he is strange (1Peter 4:1-4). The 
spiritual being wants to learn more about the word of God, but the carnal side of man 
wants to sleep late on Sunday morning. The spiritual being wants to give of his means 
sacrificially, but the flesh wants to obligate his money for material things. They fight 
back and forth within a man until his will chooses a solution. 
 It is a given that this world is immersed in sin. Our nation’s leaders engage in it 
without shame or repentance. The previous President used drugs, committed 
fornication, lied, cheated, and conspired against his own people. Our culture is 
entertained by sin. How does watching PG-13 and R rated movies differ from the 
voyeuristic activities of a peeping tom? One views others engaged in sexual intercourse 
on a silver screen and the other watches it through window blinds. Our economy is 
driven by materialism. Success in this world is measured only in terms of dollars. The 
symptoms of a sin-sick world are in evidence everywhere. Elementary teachers curse in 
the classroom, twelve year old girls dress like prostitutes, 4,400 babies are murdered 



daily by their mothers and doctors, over half of all married persons commit adultery, 
over half of all marriages end in divorce, four of every five college students will cheat on 
a major exam, and two of every three persons will lie on a job application. 
 In addition, the world is proud of its broadminded tolerance of sin. It considers 
abstaining from sin as aberrant behavior (Isa. 5:20). The world does not hesitate to 
make this opinion known to Christians, who are in turn are either ashamed of being 
different from the world, or are enticed to be more like the world. So, they sit down at 
Satan’s bargaining table to see what compromises can be made, and they trade away 
bits and pieces of their faith and conviction. 
Compromising Convictions 
 The compromising Christian wants a more contemporary look when he comes to 
worship. He wants to be more comfortable and to dress casually. The coat and tie give 
way to jeans and pullover shirts. His wife wants to be more comfortable too, and she 
trades her modest dress for short skirts and slacks. Their daughters do not want to 
stand out from the world either, and they trade Sunday clothes for low rise pants and 
belly shirts. Their sons show up for worship looking as if they just walked off a music 
video set. The immodesty displayed at worship is just the tip of the iceberg of 
compromise in attire that is shown at home and elsewhere. What else will they trade 
with the Devil at his bargaining table? (1Tim. 2:9-10; 1Peter 3:3-4) 
 The compromising Christian wants a more affluent life than he presently enjoys, 
but it requires that he sacrifice other things in order to work more hours. He takes on 
more work and attends fewer services to pay for the good life. The contemporary 
Christian reasons that as long as one is working, he is excused from the services of the 
church. Soon his wife is working more hours and missing services too in order to help 
pay for “stuff.” Eventually, the children begin missing services for school activities, and 
they reason that those activities will help prepare them for their own financial future. 
How long before attending services will become entirely secondary to financial 
concerns? (Heb. 10:25; 1Tim. 6:6-11; Matt. 6:19-21, 33) 
 The compromising Christian is quickly bored with clean entertainment. In the 
privacy of his home, he subscribes to movie channels that provide round the clock PG 
13 and R rated movies filled with sex, violence and cursing, or he just watches network 
television sitcoms that overflow with sexual innuendo and dirty talk. His wife watches 
soaps and his children watch E! and MTV. As life often imitates art, it should come as 
no surprise that their lives soon imitate their entertainment. (Eph. 5:3-5; Phil. 4:8) 
 The compromising Christian is more open to the idea of divorce. Divorce is on 
the rise among professed members of the church. Paralleling the rise in divorce is the 
increasing number of evangelists who are willing to compromise sound doctrine to 
accommodate the divorcing members. (Mal. 2:16; Matt. 19:3-12; Rom. 7:2-3) 
 The compromising Christian is more willing to allow other men to work hard to 
develop into elders, deacons and preachers. He is too busy with material concerns to 
ever become “apt to teach.” He has neglected his family’s spiritual needs to the point 
that he is unlikely to ever have “believing children.” His occasion dirty joke or expletive 
at work means that he will not be described as having a “good report from them that are 
without.” (1Tim. 3:1-7; Titus 1:5-11) 
Corrupting Character 



 The compromising Christian has moral issues that will cause him to lose his soul. 
He is cultivating a character problem that will prevent him from influencing his children 
for good. He sets a poor example for the young and weak in faith in the local 
congregation of which he is a member. As the number of compromising Christians 
increase in the local church, the church loses influence and effectiveness not only with 
its own members but also among the lost in the community. (1Cor. 5:1-13) 
 When one has strong morals and convictions, he is strong; when his morals and 
convictions are negotiable, he is vulnerable to sin. When he carries this lame character 
into the assembly of the saints, he subjects all of the disciples to the dangerous 
weakening effects of his bad influence. Churches diminish in strength and effectiveness 
in this manner. 
 All congregations consist of Christians in different stages of development: the 
newborn babes in Christ who are eager to grow, the young in the faith who are making 
steady progress toward maturity, the strong and faithful members, and the old soldiers 
of the cross to whom all look for wisdom. Each of them has a place in the local church. 
But there is no healthy role in a congregation for a compromising Christian. He needs to 
be sternly rebuked and encouraged to fully repent lest he drift completely into apostasy 
and take others with him in the process. (Titus 3:10-11; 2Tim. 3:1-5, 13; Rev. 2:5, 3:19) 
 There is a causal relationship between the compromise of one’s morals and the 
decay of his character. He will lose his soul. And there is a direct correlation between 
the decay of one’s character and deterioration in the local church. When local churches 
begin tolerating immorality and negotiating doctrine, they will lose their candlestick. 


