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 Paul’s thoughts and feelings centered on the Philippians' well-being rather than 
his own personal matters. Paul had a wonderful relationship with the Philippian 
congregation, made obvious by the manner and nature of the encouragement he gave 
them. It would be helpful to consider applications of this example to demonstrate how 
encouragement can be used to motivate and direct disciples to greater faithfulness and 
works. 
Gratitude for Fellowship (Phil. 1:3-6) 
 When the inspired apostle Paul said something, it was always true, helpful, and 
necessary; it was never gratuitous, incidental, or idle. When he said, “I thank my God 
upon every remembrance of you, always in every prayer of mine for you all making 
request with joy” (Phil. 1:3-4), he was not speaking empty words of flattery simply to 
endear the Philippians to him nor to casually lift their spirits; he meant every word. 
When the apostle turned his thoughts to the saints at Philippi, he felt compelled to 
express thankfulness to God for his fellowship with them.  
 When one remembers that Paul was the apostle who told the troubled, carnal 
disciples at Corinth that the care of the churches weighed heavily on his mind (2Cor. 
11:28), it becomes easy to see why he was so thankful for his relationship with the 
commendable Christians at Philippi. How refreshing it must have been to him to be able 
to correspond with disciples who were not beset with serious doctrinal difficulties nor 
destructive internal strife nor frequent persecution, but instead were a united band of 
sound Christians actively supporting the work of preaching the gospel, who lived in such 
a way that they stimulated the devout Epaphroditus and uplifted the imprisoned Paul! 
 The saints at Philippi set a pattern of consistent good works from the first day 
they heard the gospel until the moment Paul penned this epistle. They received the 
gospel from Paul and readily responded to the will of God. In turn, they shared with Paul 
the material abundance with which they had been blessed so that the apostle could 
continue his work of spreading the gospel to others. In a rudimentary way, this 
manifests the New Testament pattern for fellowship in the gospel between preachers 
and local churches. Fellowship is the state or condition of sharing something in 
common. Paul shared the gospel with Philippi; the Philippians received it; this is 
fellowship. The Philippians sent support to Paul; he received this assistance to preach 
the gospel; this is fellowship. 
 Because of the steadfast example of the Philippians’ conduct, Paul was able to 
state with confidence that he was certain they would continue to serve the Lord and his 
disciples until the end. It is to be noted that while the Philippians were doing this good 
work, Paul credits the Lord with the good things they were accomplishing. One should 
always remember that it is by the grace of God that one is blessed with opportunities, 
means, and ability to do good works. Fellowship with Philippi gave Paul cause to be 
thankful for them. 
Expressions of Affection (Phil. 1:7-8) 
 The Philippians not only occupied Paul’s thoughts, but they also were central in 
his affections. He cared deeply for them, not only as an evangelist cares for the souls of 



his hearers, but also in a personal way that goes beyond the generalized and formal 
love that all Christians have for disciples in distant places.  
 It is no wonder Paul loved them so much; the Philippians had fellowship with him 
in matters that were linked to his life and labor for Christ. They shared with him in his 
bonds by sending Epaphroditus to attend to his needs while in prison. They shared with 
him in defense and confirmation of the gospel in that they aided him in the preaching of 
the gospel and steadfastly set forth the gospel by word and example in their own city. 
And they shared with Paul in the common salvation that is offered by the grace of God.  
 Seldom did the apostle call upon God to add weight to his words, and when he 
did so it was for a good reason. So strong was his love for the saints at Philippi, and so 
great was his desire that they understand his love, he by inspiration of the Holy Spirit 
confirms his affection for them appealing to God as a witness of the content of his heart. 
No doubt this apostle--imprisoned, abandoned by many, nearly alone in the world, and 
very likely aware that he was rapidly approaching the end of his life--was so gratefully in 
love with the Philippian disciples because of their interest in his own well-being. Their 
fellowship together with him formed the basis of this mutual love. 
Encouragement to Persevere (Phil. 1:9-11) 
 Paul tells them of his further discourse with God in prayer on behalf of the 
Philippians. He prays that their love will increase to encompass growth in knowledge 
and judgment. It was easy for them to love Paul; he taught them the gospel. Paul calls 
them to a higher form of love that embraces truth and right for its own sake. They must 
increase in their apprehension of the will of God (knowledge) and in their ability to apply 
it in all settings and circumstances (judgment).  
 The result of this kind of growing love would be the ability to both discern good 
from evil and to engage in the good alone and avoid the evil, so that they might be pure 
in heart and action until the Lord returns. If they are successful in cultivating this kind of 
discerning love, it will be evidenced by the righteous works they will perform that will 
ultimately reflect the glory of God (Matt. 5:13-16). Fellowship formed the basis of their 
perpetual relationship in Christ. 
 By giving the Philippians a worthy goal and a workable plan, Paul encouraged 
them to persevere through whatever labors or trials might come their way. This is an 
excellent formula for inspiring consistent good works. 1) Praise good deeds already 
done, to show the person his own ability to serve the Lord, referring to the good 
influence he has had on others. 2) Point out a noble cause or worthy goal that will 
challenge but not exceed the limits of his strength. 3) Present a simple, sensible, 
scriptural plan he can use to achieve that goal. As the disciple accomplishes more and 
more good works in service to the Lord and others, he will be more inclined to maintain 
good works indefinitely. 


