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 Paul gave little thought for his own safety and comfort when he considered what 
he could do for Christ and the Philippians. He had a winning perspective on the 
relationship between the risks to his physical life and the rewards of faithful service. This 
viewpoint gave him the power to deal with the limitations of imprisonment, adversaries 
among professed brethren, and the prospect of his own death. His application of the 
servant’s heart exemplified the relationship between the needs of the church contrasted 
with the personal comfort and safety of individual Christians. 
 Paul and the saints at Philippi had an affectionate relationship. That they loved 
one another is quite clear in view of the haste with which Paul tries to reassure them 
that he is doing well. The Philippians were aware that he was in prison, and they would 
be worried about him and his personal safety. Paul tried to ease their fears by 
explaining to them that as unpleasant as his circumstances might seem, there were 
some advantages to being in such a position. He explained that each of the hardships 
imposed on him served only to further the cause of Christ. By redirecting their attention 
from his physical sufferings to the spiritual advantages for Christ, he demonstrated the 
correct way to view chains, contention, and crises. 
Chains (Phil. 1:12-14) 
 From a worldly viewpoint, it would seem that the apostle Paul had been 
effectively silenced as an evangelist by being put in prison. Not so, for he managed to 
find a way to teach the lost by convincing the palace guards that he was incarcerated 
because of his service to Jesus Christ. Paul took hindrances and setbacks and turned 
them into opportunities to advance the name of the Lord. His use of the phrase 
“furtherance of the gospel” illustrates this point. Furtherance comes from prokope which 
means “progress, advancement, furtherance, profit” (Strongs - 4297). It is derived from 
prokopto which means “to drive forward as if by beating” (Strongs - 4298). It is a term 
that is used to describe the action of a goldsmith pounding a small lump of gold with a 
mallet on an anvil to thin and spread it into a large sheet of gold leaf. 
 The action of oppressing Paul, pounding him with persecutions on the anvil of the 
Roman Empire only served to spread the gospel even further. The Adversary cannot 
win against a man with such a spirit. Imprison Paul, and he teaches his guards and 
inspires timid brethren to action. Send critics to embroil his name in controversy, and he 
rejoices that others will hear about Christ. Set him free, and he will continue to preach 
the gospel. Kill him, and he gets to go be with Christ. There is no way to stop someone 
like this; Satan can only lose when he goes after such a man!  
 This attitude must be deliberately cultivated. First, Paul consciously recognized 
that as a servant of Christ, his own comfort, happiness, and life were less important 
than the cause he served. Second, he acknowledged being with Christ after this life is a 
worthy goal and an honorable exchange for the loss of personal freedom and comfort in 
this world. His faith in these facts liberated him from self-oriented concerns that would 
tempt him to draw back and be silent, enabling the Adversary to win. 
 It is possible that chaining Paul may have advanced the cause of Christ even 
faster than it would have progressed if he had been given his freedom. It seems that 



binding Paul set off a chain reaction among the brethren who increased in confidence to 
preach Christ in a bold and fearless manner. One cannot help but wonder if they would 
have been so moved if Paul had been free; would they have instead continued to plod 
along mildly in the absence of his stimulating example? Would contemporary brethren 
be more or less inclined to courageously step to the battle front and get more involved 
in teaching the lost if all of the preachers and elders were locked up for proclaiming 
Christ? Paul elected to see the advantages in his chains, and he rejoiced in them rather 
than murmuring and chafing against them. 
Contention (Phil. 1:15-18) 
 If the Gospel is preached, Christians have cause to rejoice; for, the power is in 
the gospel and not in the who or the why. Paul knew this. He was aware that some were 
preaching Christ from envy, strife, and contention; he contrasted them with brethren 
who were preaching Christ from good will and love. And he responded with the first 
century equivalent of “so what.” As far as he was concerned and responsible, Christ 
was being preached. 
 However, preaching Christ will not justify the evil motives of the brethren who 
preach from strife, envy, and contention. They will stand accountable before the Lord for 
these sins of the heart. But for Paul who had the servant’s heart, he did not allow 
himself to be moved by the ill intentions of his weak and wicked brethren. After all, how 
can evil intent harm one whose focus is on advancing the kingdom of Christ? Can such 
brethren inflict more physical damage or emotional and mental suffering on Paul than 
he had already experienced for Christ at the hands of the Jews and Romans?  
 Again, he had to deliberately develop a perspective that refused to take 
personally the bad attitudes of others. Such brethren are to be pitied because they have 
not tasted that Christ is gracious, and they have not imbibed the spirit of brotherly 
affection that comes from true fellowship with the saints. To them the brotherhood is a 
body to be conquered and dominated, and they will use the carnal tactics of worldly 
politics and commerce to advance in power and fame. It is easy to imagine Paul sadly 
shaking his head as he pens these words filled with the knowledge that such men are 
self-condemned by the very gospel they preach, and that while others may come to 
Christ and spiritually prosper from their teaching, they themselves will go through life 
spiritually impoverished.  
 Christ was preached by the contentious and the loving. Paul would rejoice over 
this, and allow God to judge the hearts of the contentious. Preaching was Paul’s 
purview; judgment is God’s. 
Crises (Phil. 1:19-26) 
 It was admirable for Paul to consider imprisonment an asset to the cause of the 
Lord. He was to be commended for counting the net effect of the contentious brethren 
to be to the advantage of the gospel. But how well would he handle the ultimate test of 
the servant’s heart, that of facing his own death? Exceptionally! 
 Rather than allowing the chains and critics to add affliction to his bonds, he 
chose to see these difficulties as important to his deliverance. This attitude calls to mind 
the un-named heroes of faith in Hebrews 11:35 who “were tortured, not accepting 
deliverance; that they might obtain a better resurrection.” If Paul could preach Christ in 
prison and rejoice that his bonds moved others to boldness for the Lord, then he has 
proven to be a partaker in the sufferings of Christ, and as such, he knew that he would 



also be a partaker in the inheritance of Christ (Acts 5:40-41; Rom. 8:16-18; 1Peter 4:12-
13). As the apostle Peter said, “Forasmuch then as Christ hath suffered for us in the 
flesh, arm yourselves likewise with the same mind: for he that hath suffered in the flesh 
hath ceased from sin” (1Peter 4:1). 
 In view of this, Paul knew that if he could live for Christ, he could die for Christ. 
Do not get the impression that he was depressed and suicidal over imprisonment and 
betrayal by contentious brethren. There are two distinct moods in which one might feel 
that to die is gain. The common and wrong mood is when weariness and 
disappointment with life move one to end the suffering and tedium of what seems to him 
to be an unpleasant and pointless existence. Such an attitude is self-centered and 
shallow. The rare and correct spirit is seen when one lives for Christ; his life is guided 
by faith in Christ to the point where all crises, even those that involve potential loss of 
one’s life, become opportunities for selfless advancement of the cause of the Lord. Paul 
told the Galatians, “I am crucified with Christ: nevertheless I live; yet not I, but Christ 
liveth in me: and the life which I now live in the flesh I live by the faith of the Son of God, 
who loved me, and gave himself for me” (Gal. 2:20).  
 Because Paul lived through Christ, he was able to live for Christ. He recognized 
that he was saved by the unselfish offering of the Lord, and that knowledge moved him 
to offer his life unselfishly to the Lord in return. If Paul lived, he would continue to glorify 
Christ by word and example. If he died for Christ, Jesus would again be vindicated and 
glorified by receiving his loyal servant into eternal reward. Either way, Christ is 
magnified, the gospel spreads, Satan loses, and Paul wins. But the key element is to 
live for Christ. 
 What a joy it must have been to this formerly guilt-ridden apostle to know near 
the close of his life that he who had once fought against Christ was now a living model 
of the unselfish life of Christ! (Gal. 1:13; 1Tim. 1:15) He had come to the point where he 
could confidently state that if he lived he would continue to preach Christ, and if he died 
he would go to be with Christ. It is here that he needed to wrestle with the very human 
temptation to lay aside the servant’s heart and give in to selfishness, because leaving 
this world would mean an end to his weariness and suffering. It would mean that he 
could be with the Lord he loved and served; it would mark the beginning of the reward 
for faithful service that would be his after the Judgment. Indeed it would be better for 
him from a personal comfort perspective, but then he would cease to be the unselfish 
apostle Paul if he hastened his departure date. 
 Paul came to the conclusion that he would remain in this world and continue to 
preach Christ for as long as the Lord wanted him here. He would maintain the servant’s 
heart until death claimed his mortal life. He even returned to his earlier activity of 
encouraging the Philippians by confidently reassuring them that he would be permitted 
to remain in this world to pursue the work of building up the Philippians. He finishes this 
discourse by focusing his attention on their happiness with the prospect of a return visit 
to them. While he could not promise to see them again in this life, even the possibility of 
seeing Paul again would lift their spirits and move them to greater faithfulness. 


