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 “For to me, to live is Christ, and to die is gain” (Phil. 1:21). It is remarkable how 
the human spirit can often rise to the occasion of successfully facing down a major 
crisis. When called on to suffer, godly men and women have endured public humiliation, 
loss of possessions, torture, and even death. Such dedication is to be commended and 
imitated. Yet is it not ironic that many of these same persons who overcome the great 
trials fall so easily to the ordinary petty tests and small temptations that daily wear away 
one's resolve? Perhaps it is easier for one to burn brightly for a few moments in a great 
trial than it is to say no to little, daily tests of faith. Maybe it is simpler to die for Christ 
than to live for him. 
 At the betrayal of the Lord, Peter drew a sword and was ready to do battle with 
the mob that came out to arrest Jesus; he appeared prepared to die for his Lord (John 
18:10). But when he was called on to live for Christ by merely acknowledging that he 
was one of his disciples, he failed in courage and denied Jesus (Matt. 26:69-75). Not 
only does it require greater selflessness to live for Jesus than it does to die for him, it 
requires stronger will and higher courage. 
“What Then?” 
 It is not important whether or not others are doing their part in service to the Lord. 
Paul did not trouble himself over the brethren who were timid before his imprisonment, 
nor did he fret over the motives of the contentious brethren, nor did he seem upset that 
Timothy and Epaphroditus were the only brethren who came see him at that time. He 
was determined to serve the Lord, even if it meant that he had to do it alone. What if he 
was the only one doing the right thing? As he said, “What then?” How did that change 
what he had to do? 
 Likewise in the present: does the fact that others are acting from contentious or 
selfish motives somehow excuse the faithful from their service and duty? What others 
do or do not should not affect what one can and should do. Why are the righteous  
discouraged by the unfaithful? Often, they resent it when others appear to be getting 
away with something, forgetting all the while that God is watching and remembering. 
They resent the fact that the unfaithful generate more work for the already 
overburdened righteous. And they feel disappointment, hurt, and even betrayal that one 
who professes Christ is not as loyal to the cause as they are.  
 These are not the attitudes of heart that a Christian should entertain. The 
servant's heart feels for, not against, one who is slack in attendance, morally weak in 
character, or lazy in works. He is sad that the weak one has chosen to go to perdition 
and is fearful that he will pass from life without repenting; he feels pity for the erring 
brother's loss of a relationship with God and emptiness at the loss of their mutual 
fellowship. 
 However, to what extent can the unfaithful and lazy prevent the devout from 
doing their work? When the faithful brother focuses too much on what others are not 
doing instead of what he should be doing, he cannot thoroughly complete his own 
spiritual assignments. When one begins comparing himself to others, he loses sight of 
Christ. Disciples are not competing for points or favor; salvation is not given based on 



who has worked more. Eternal salvation is based on individual obedience to God. Each 
Christian has his own work to do that does not depend on whether or not others do their 
part. He will be judged based on what he has done, not on what others have not done. 


