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 Paul cites Christ’s example to illustrate the servant’s heart, who spent and 
sacrificed his life on earth for men rather than holding on to his place as Deity in 
heaven. Jesus not only chose service to God and man above his own personal comfort 
and well-being, he chose to obey and to serve at the cost of his home in heaven and his 
position as equal with God. While he was richly rewarded, the Lord did not leave 
heaven and robe himself in flesh merely for the reward, but as he said to the Father: 
“And for their sakes I sanctify Myself, that they also may be sanctified by the truth… I 
desire that they also whom You gave Me may be with Me where I am…” (John 17:19, 
24).  
“The Form of a Servant” (Phil. 2:5-8) 
 The author seamlessly transitions from the command for the Philippians to be 
alert to and involved in the well being of others rather than being self-absorbed, to the 
mind of Christ who surrendered his own interests for the greater spiritual good of all 
men. His directive, “let this mind be in you,” is derived from phroneo which means “to 
exercise the mind” (Strongs - 5426). It would require conscious, deliberate effort for 
disciples to suppress the instinct for self-interest and self-preservation and by 
purposeful reasoning choose the welfare of others. Jesus controlled his mind and 
cultivated this attitude; therefore, he successfully served all of humankind as Savior. For 
the Philippians to “esteem other better than themselves,” they would have to resolve to 
exercise the mind or reasoning of Christ. 
 “Who, existing in the form of God, counted not the being on an equality with God 
a thing to be grasped” (2:6, ASV). This world has never nor will ever see a greater 
example than that of God who became man for man’s sake. It is testimony to the 
influence of the Adversary that some brethren, instead of appreciating the magnitude of 
this supreme act of unselfishness, choose to waste time and resources speculating on 
the unrevealed means and mechanism of the Incarnation of God. God the Son left his 
eternal co-existence with God the Father in heaven to sojourn in flesh on the earth. He 
did so in obedience to the Father’s plan for the redemption of humankind.  
 The lost need a Savior. Since Adam and Eve chose to disobey God in the 
Garden of Eden, all men have been afflicted with the problem of sin. These facts 
required that God come in the flesh to save sinners: 
 1) Through Adam, sin entered the world (Rom. 5:12), making it possible for all 
men to choose sin (Rom. 3:23). 
 2) Through sin, death entered the world (Rom. 5:12), making all sinners subject 
to death (Rom. 6:23). While God did not create man to sin, nor make him in such a way 
that man must sin without a choice (Ecc. 7:29), it is a fact that at some point in life 
everyone will choose to commit sin. The question of inevitability is irrelevant; the facts 
are all men choose to sin and all men die spiritually for their sins.  
 3) Men do not have the power to remit their own sins. They need a sinless 
propitiation for their sins (Rom. 5:6, 8). They need a Savior. 
 Jesus role in God’s plan of salvation was that of the sinless offering. One who 
was without sin would have to die on behalf of those who were beset by sin; therefore, 



the “just” had to die for the “unjust” that sinners might be rescued from spiritual death 
brought on by their own sins (Rom. 7:24, 8:1; 1Peter 3:18). Jesus obediently responded 
to the Divine will that he leave the realm of heaven, be made in the form of a servant, 
and die on the cross as payment for the sins of the world. He demonstrated the 
servant’s heart by not selfishly grasping onto his eternal Divine form. 
 The Son of God accepted the fact that he would be unable to credibly fill the role 
of a sinless man who faces temptation, suffering, and death while in a Divine form. It 
was necessary that he change forms to one recognizable by those who were 
themselves subject to the same things (Heb. 2:14, 17-18, 5:1-2). He would have to 
make himself of “no reputation,” a phrase that is inextricably linked to the previous 
verse. As he was in heaven in the form of Deity, and to fulfill his role he would have to 
be on earth in the form of man, he would have to empty himself of the stature and glory 
that is associated with Godhood, and humble himself to a condition lower than that of 
angels (Heb. 2:7, 9). He would have to come in the form of man, not God. 
 There is nothing in Philippians 2:7 that suggests that Jesus ceased to be God the 
Son or that he surrendered his Divine power and prerogatives when he exchanged the 
Divine form for the earthly. He remained God. His name Immanuel (Matt. 1:23) means 
“God with us.” He retained his Godhood while in the flesh (Col. 2:9). He entered this 
world, served God and man, and died while robed in flesh (Heb. 10:5). 
 Jesus voluntarily entered this reduction to the humble state of being a man. From 
his birth to his death, he gladly obeyed every instruction of the Father (John 5:30; Heb. 
5:8-9); and, in his death he willing yielded up his life on a pain-filled, shame-laden cross 
(John 10:17-18). Jesus obeyed to the death for the salvation of sinners; Paul was 
prepared to go to his death for the sake of the saved. Such examples of unselfishness 
must not only be admired and praised; they must be echoed and imitated in the lives of 
all who have enjoyed the consolation, comfort, fellowship, affection, and mercy in Christ.  
 


