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 The Incarnation of God, Jesus Christ coming into this world robed in flesh, has 
always been a source of fascination and debate to humankind. One wonders how it is 
possible for God the Son in the form of Deity dwelling with God the Father from eternity 
to enter this world, occupy a physical body, and die as a man. The scriptures teach that 
the Son of God was born to a virgin (Matt. 1:23), grew up to be the spokesman for God 
to men in this dispensation (Luke 2:52; Heb. 1:1-2), and then He died, was buried, 
arose from the dead (1Cor. 15:3-4), and ascended into heaven (Acts 1:9-11), to serve 
as High Priest for all who come to God to appeal for forgiveness (Heb. 7:24-27). All of 
these wonder-filled facts must be accepted by faith in what God has revealed about 
them in His word. 
 However, the temptation exists for men to attempt to explain these wonders in 
the absence of revelation. While God occasionally revealed His plans, reasoning, and 
purposes in His word, often He simply stated the facts requiring humankind to accept 
them by faith. Men are often tempted to speculate beyond what is written in an attempt 
to make the difficult matters easier to understand and accept. A common focus of 
brethren’s speculation is the incarnation of Jesus Christ. Instead of accepting by faith 
the paradox of God in the flesh, men try to reason out the means and mechanism of the 
Incarnation, though it is not outlined in scripture. God came in the flesh and dwelt 
among men; either one believes it or rejects it. Trying to determine how much of the 
Incarnation was Deity and how much was human is a divisive exercise in futility. The 
scriptures teach that Jesus was God (Heb. 1:8; Col. 2:9), and man (Heb. 2:14, 17, 
4:15). Leave it there. 
Jesus Christ Is, Was, and Always Will Be Deity 
 The Hebrew writer plainly states: “Jesus Christ is the same yesterday, today, and 
forever” (Heb. 13:8). Who He was before He came in the flesh was who He was while in 
the flesh; and, who He was while in the flesh is who He is in the present, and so will He 
be forever.  
 He was with God in the beginning. John explains: “He was in the beginning with 
God” (John 1:2). Moses reveals that he worked with the Father in the Creation by his 
use of the plural pronoun “us”: “Then God said, ‘Let Us make man in Our image…’” 
(Gen. 1:26). Furthermore, Jesus acknowledged that He was before Abraham, which 
would only be possible if He was Deity, co-existing with God the Father. “Jesus said to 
them, ‘Most assuredly, I say to you, before Abraham was, I AM’” (John 8:58). In 
addition, He uses the same name for Himself (“I AM”) that His Father used to identify 
Himself to Moses and Pharaoh (Ex. 3:14). Therefore, by the testimony of God the 
Father, God the Son, and the inspired apostle John, Jesus was God from before the 
beginning of this world.   
 Christ’s names speak of His Deity. Jesus is Greek for the Hebrew Jehoshua 
which means “Jehovah the Savior” (Strongs - 03091). He is called Immanuel which 
means “God with us” (Matt. 1:23). In prophecy, Jesus is called “Wonderful, Counselor, 
Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace” (Isa. 9:6); He is called “Lord” and God 
(Isa. 40:3); He is identified by God the Father as “Redeemer, the LORD of hosts” and 



“the First and the Last” (Isa. 44:6). The prophet Micah calls Him, “the One to be Ruler in 
Israel, Whose goings forth are from of old, from everlasting” (Micah 5:2). In both Old 
and New Testaments, the names given to Jesus Christ, the Son of God clearly set Him 
part as Divine. 
 Jesus often testified that He was God (John 5:18). When He said to the Jews, “I 
and My Father are one,” they purposed to kill Him for blasphemy, for they knew that 
Jesus meant that both He and the Father are God (John 10:30-38). In addition, Jesus 
accepted worship from others (John 20:28), which would have been blasphemy indeed 
if He were not God (Rev. 22:8-9). If Jesus were only human or merely a man, he would 
have sinned by receiving worship that is to be reserved for Deity alone. 
But the Word Became Flesh and Dwelled Among Men 
 Jesus Christ, Son of God, lived in a body with all that living in a body implies 
(Heb. 10:5, 10). He had to endure trials and temptations while in that body, overcoming 
those trials by refusing to yield to the flesh (Heb. 4:15, 2:18). His flesh had to die, just as 
all men die (Heb. 2:9). He had to suffer all of this while in the body in this world to 
become High Priest for all obedient believers (Heb. 2:14, 17, 5:1-9).  
 When God the Son entered this world in the flesh, He became responsible to 
keep His body in subjection. Often the temptation He faced was greater than that which 
is commonly experienced by men. When Satan tempted the Lord after a lengthy fast, 
Jesus had to resist the temptation to use His miraculous power to relieve His hunger. 
He had to resist the temptation to jump from the pinnacle of the temple to test God’s 
promise to care for Him. He had to resist the shortcut to dominion offered by the 
Adversary that would enable him to rule the earth three years early without going to the 
cross. He answered all of these temptations with scripture, the same means available to 
men to answer the Devil today Matt. 4:1-11).  
 Jesus was severely tested in the Garden when He pleaded with the Father to 
allow the crucifixion suffering to pass by Him. Luke describes the Lord’s emotional 
frame of mind during His prayers as “being in agony” (Luke 22:44). Yet, Jesus 
concluded each appeal for deliverance from suffering with a verbal acknowledgement of 
the superior will of the Father, the same means whereby children of God can 
successfully face the temptation to surrender to strong trials.  
 Remember, Jesus resisted temptation while in the flesh, proving that one can say 
no to sin. Some are uncomfortable with the idea that Jesus faced temptation while in the 
flesh. It must be understood that it is not a sin to be tempted. Being tempted merely 
means that one has an interest or desire in something that is not authorized, and has 
the opportunity to fulfill that interest. Temptation is not sin; yielding to temptation is sin. 
The Savior was tempted, but did not sin (Heb. 4:15). 
Resolving the Paradox 
 Hebrews One states that Jesus is God. Hebrews Two states He was man, too. 
Well, which was He: God or man? He was both at the same time. One need not explain 
this paradox, nor attempt to measure how much was God and how much was man, nor 
try to prove He surrendered Divine prerogatives, nor counter with attempts to deny the 
temptations he faced; just accept by faith that He was both God and man in this world 
from His conception to His ascension. Leave speculation to “untaught and unstable 
people” who “twist” the word of God “to their own destruction, as they do also the rest of 
the Scriptures” (2Peter 3:16). 


