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 A fellow disciple asked the following questions: “Does the Bible say we are not to 
call people ‘fools’? Jesus called people fools. Would we be wrong if we called people 
fools?” 
 Matthew 5:22 - “But I say unto you, That whosoever is angry with his brother 
without a cause shall be in danger of the judgment: and whosoever shall say to his 
brother, Raca, shall be in danger of the council: but whosoever shall say, Thou fool, 
shall be in danger of hell fire.” 
 The context of this passage limits its scope to speaking in anger to one's brother. 
Notice that it says: “whosoever is angry with his brother without a cause… whosoever 
shall say to his brother...” One cannot call a brother a fool. It is a sin. 
 However, God said: “The fool hath said in his heart, There is no God…” (Psalm 
14:1). An unbeliever is not a brother. God has identified him as a fool for his unbelief. A 
brother is a fellow believer, and so he cannot be identified as a fool based on this 
criterion. 
 Furthermore, in the Matthew 5:22 text, Jesus is condemning speaking in anger to 
a brother. Not just “fool,” but any pejorative word used to put down a brother is a sin. 
Christians do not engage in angry name-calling, even with unbelievers. Calling a 
persistent, outspoken unbeliever a “fool” is not name-calling, but rather is an accurate 
description of who and what he is. 
 While it is not a sin to describe the behavior of some sinner or erring brother or 
misbehaving child as “acting foolishly,” it is wrong to call a fellow Christian a fool. There 
is no sin in calling an unbeliever a fool, but only as it relates to his refusal to believe in 
God in spite of all of the evidence. 


