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 The apostle Paul indicated in Philippians 3:8 that he suffered (permitted, 
accepted, endured) the loss of all advantages of the flesh in order to win Christ. What 
did he gain? Certainly nothing that was of a material nature, for to advance materially in 
Christ after surrendering all of his former earthly gains in Judaism seems futile and 
redundant. Clearly the unseen spiritual treasures he received in Christ far outweighed 
any tangible physical baubles he might have acquired in this world (2Cor. 4:16-18). 
Those things he lost did not bring him knowledge of Christ before being met by Him on 
the road to Damascus. The things he lost did not bring him into Christ; his entrance 
occurred when he was baptized. Those things he lost could not facilitate fellowship with 
Christ; he had to share in the sufferings of the Lord to be in fellowship with Him. And, 
those things he lost would not make him a partaker in the resurrection of Christ; he 
would have to live and die a servant of the Lord, not the Law. Those things he lost had 
to be lost in order to gain Christ. So, what did he win in Christ? (Philippians 3:9-10) 
 1) To be found in Him… Paul recognized that his life goal of being found in 
fellowship with the Lord in the Judgment was an ongoing process only completed when 
he closed his eyes in death in right relationship with Christ. He knew it was possible for 
him to fall short of this goal by failing to remain faithful until death (1Cor. 9:27). He was 
encouraging the Philippians to treasure their fellowship with Christ in imitation of his 
own example. As he would rise each morning determined to walk with God and work 
throughout the day in accordance with that intention without wavering, so he wanted the 
Philippians to focus intently on putting aside all things that would divert them from the 
only important aim of being found faithful on Judgment Day. 
 2) To be in righteousness by faith, not the Law… Paul knew that he could not 
have been saved by his blameless life under the Law of Moses; his dedication to the 
Law brought him further away from the Lord and from salvation. In fact, there was 
nothing Paul could have done to earn his own salvation. He taught the Romans that if 
one could be saved by righteous acts, God would owe him salvation (Rom. 4:4). The 
prophet Isaiah said that ones own righteous acts are like filthy rags, insufficient to cover 
his spiritual nakedness before the Lord (Isa. 64:6). If one is to be saved, it will be by 
faith that is dependent on God and that moves one to obey the gospel for the remission 
of sins. All of Saul’s fasts, prayers, confessions, and tears from the dust of the 
Damascus road to his three day sojourn in the home of Judas on Straight Street did not 
remove a single sin. It wasn’t until, by faith, he was baptized by Ananias that he enjoyed 
the righteous condition of being freed from sin by the grace of God in Christ. Paul had 
learned that if he was to be righteous, it would be because God imputed it to him (Rom. 
4:5-8). God is the Author of the scheme of redemption. God is the Architect of the plan 
of salvation. And God is the Imputer of righteousness to all who obey Him by faith 
(Rom. 4:22 - 5:2). 
 3) To know Him… Paul desired to be fully acquainted with the life of Jesus 
Christ, with His holy character, with his obedient service to His Father, and with the 
salvation he delivered on the cross. This kind of knowledge is more than just the 
intellectual cataloging of facts. It is being so fully into Christ that His life controls every 



aspect of ones own life (Gal. 2:20; 2Peter 1:2-4). Paul wanted the Philippians to view 
knowing Christ as the highest object of desire in the mind of a Christian. 
 4) To know the power of His resurrection… Everyone who lives in this mortal 
world and has experienced sickness and suffering, has seen the ugliness of sin, and felt 
the fear of evil longs intently for a world where death, disease, pain, and wickedness do 
not exist. However, all men are bound to this world by the two facts of the human 
predicament: 1) all men sin, and 2) all men die. Before the sacrifice of Christ on the 
cross, nothing could be done about the power of sin. Before the resurrection of Jesus 
from the dead, nothing could be done about the permanence of death. But now, sin and 
death have been conquered by the Lord. Christians rise up daily with the knowledge of 
the forgiveness of sins, and they lie down nightly with the hope of resurrection. They are 
empowered by the resurrection of Christ to face all enemies, all trials, all pains, 
including death, because Jesus has already beaten all of them by arising from the dead 
and ascending into heaven. And so will we (1Cor. 15:12-20; Heb. 2:14-17). 
 5) To have fellowship in His sufferings… Paul believed it would be an honor to be 
like Jesus in every way possible. He was so grateful for forgiveness of sins through the 
sufferings of Christ that he wanted to suffer for Christ as an expression of his 
thankfulness (Acts 5:41; 1Peter 4:12-13). Suffering for Christ is a mark indicating that 
one is faithfully serving Him (2Tim. 3:12; Gal. 5:11). Too many want to wear the crown 
of glory, but not the crown of thorns; they want to wear the white robe of righteousness, 
but not the scarlet robe of mockery; they want to reign with Christ, but are unwilling to 
suffer with Him. Suffering with Christ is a prerequisite of being glorified with Him (Rom. 
8:16-17; Heb. 12:1-4). If one aspires to the honors of heaven, he should be willing to 
endure humiliation on earth.  
 6) To conform to His death… Paul does not have a death wish, nor is he 
advocating recklessness or suicide. He wanted to die as he had lived, a faithful servant 
of the One who served all of humankind. He would be faithful until death even if being 
faithful precipitated his death. Paul had no illusions about the life of service he chose. 
He was aware of the risk of an untimely, painful death that came with preaching Christ. 
Few men think of their own death; and, if they do consider it, they imagine it will occur at 
an old age in the middle of the night while they are fast asleep. However, for the devout 
disciple, fear of an unpleasant passing is just another one of those distractions that 
must be put aside so that Christ can be won. 
 Righteousness, fellowship, power, hope of resurrection… Are not these worth the 
loss of personal, material advantages in this life? How can anyone see more in a certain 
job, salary, position, pulpit, possession, or place than he sees in Christ? 
 


