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 “How could a talking serpent charm Eve into sinning against her will or 
judgment? After all, God made himself and his will known to her, so how could an ugly 
talking snake, regardless of how subtle, charm her into sinning? Is there more to this 
simple story than meets the eye?”  
 Moses did not suggest that the serpent charmed Eve. The snake simply asked a 
question, told a lie, and used a fact out of context; not very convincing arguments for 
one who has steeled herself against temptation and sin. Yet, Eve thought about his 
words long enough to turn her focus away from God to herself. Note the words of the 
serpent: “Yea, hath God said, Ye shall not eat of every tree of the garden?” (Gen. 3:1). 
“Ye shall not surely die: For God doth know that in the day ye eat thereof, then your 
eyes shall be opened, and ye shall be as gods, knowing good and evil” (Gen. 3:4-5). 
The first time the serpent spoke, he asked a question about the source of the 
prohibition, cleverly pointing out that God is the one who was keeping her from the tree 
of knowledge of good and evil (casts doubt on God’s love). His second statement is a lie 
told by a beast, countering the word of God who is the Creator of the beast (casts doubt 
on God’s truth). And the third statement of the snake is to point out a truth about God, 
but to put it in such a way as to cast God as mean and grasping (casts doubt on God’s 
goodness). One who is reasoning clearly and unselfishly would quickly dismiss the 
weak argument of the created beast in favor of the truth offered by the Creator.  
 But as is now the case with so many professed believers, so it was then that Eve 
chose to believe what she wanted to believe. She chose the weak argument and 
obvious lie of the serpent over the powerful, clearly stated will of God. “And when the 
woman saw that the tree was good for food, and that it was pleasant to the eyes, and a 
tree to be desired to make one wise, she took of the fruit thereof, and did eat, and gave 
also unto her husband with her; and he did eat” (Gen. 3:6). The fruit of the tree 
appealed to every level of her desire, but it must not be forgotten that it was Eve’s 
desire, desire that she could have controlled.  
 The fruit appealed to her basic need for food. Often folks excuse sin that is 
committed to satisfy some need of the physical body claiming that “one must live.” The 
desire for food and other physical gratifications is not equal to the instinct for self-
preservation; and even if it were, such instincts can be controlled for a higher purpose.  
 The fruit also appealed to her eyes or her sense of esthetics. It may have been 
beautiful to look upon, stimulating a desire in her to share in its beauty by partaking of it. 
But how does the fact that it was appealing justify yielding to temptation. There is even 
less force in this aspect of temptation that in the excuse: “I was hungry and needed to 
eat to live.” 
 The fruit appealed to her desire to know more. The fact that she and Adam were 
free from sin and suffering did not mean that they were completely unaware and 
unconscious in all things. Eve was aware that she lacked the knowledge that would 
come from partaking of the fruit, and wanted to satisfy that void. This is nothing more 
than a selfish appeal to pride, and even weaker excuse that the above two offered. 



Clearly it is true that it does not matter how strong or weak the excuse, if one is 
determined to sin, any excuse will do.  
 The serpent began the process of tempting her, but she completed it by dwelling 
on the object of her desire until the desire became out of control and she surrendered to 
it. She could have interrupted the process at any point, whether by refusing to listen to 
the snake denigrate the goodness of God, or by walking away purposing to put his 
subtle words out of her mind, or by ending her contemplation of the fruit. She chose to 
sin. She is responsible for her own sin. 
 The same principles are true for all people. Temptations from the Adversary are 
geared to appeal to human desires. They might appeal to the physical needs of the 
body: food, physical comfort, or sexual gratification. They might appeal to one’s desire 
for objects of beauty or wealth to satisfy the mental need to possess such things. Or, 
temptations might appeal to one’s hunger for status and recognition to satisfy one’s 
selfish interest in his own esteem and pride. In spite of the fact that temptations appeal 
so strongly to fundamental needs universal to human nature, there exists no excuse 
that justifies yielding to sin. 
 When Mark Twain was asked by a neighbor if he could borrow his ax, Twain 
said, “No.” The surprised neighbor asked why, and Twain responded, “I need it to eat 
soup.” When the neighbor ask how Twain could eat soup with an ax, he said he 
couldn’t, but when a person doesn’t want do something, any excuse will do. Similarly, 
when a person has made up his mind to yield to temptation, any excuse will do. 
 However, it is possible to interrupt the power of temptation by refusing to 
contemplate the object of desire. Is it possible that if Eve had walked away from the 
Tree and occupied herself with something else, the strong desire she had to eat the fruit 
would have gradually diminished to the point that it would cease to tempt her? Instead, 
she chose to think about it until it appealed to every level of her interest to the point that 
she weakened and ate it. 
 Similarly, when one gazes at the object of his interest until its appeal grows to 
occupy all of his thinking and desire, he will weaken and give in to sin. But if he walks 
away from the object of his desire and occupies himself with good things, the temptation 
will diminish until it is easily overcome. Job said, “I have made a covenant with my eyes; 
Why then should I look upon a young woman?” (Job 31:1). By doing so, Job reduced 
the force of temptation to lust after other women. Solomon said that the unfaithful will be 
caught by their lust for other things, but that good persons will be delivered from lust by 
righteous conduct (Prov. 11:6). Paul told the Galatians, “Walk in the Spirit, and you shall 
not fulfill the lust of the flesh” (Gal. 5:16). 
 James wrote: “Let no one say when he is tempted, "I am tempted by God"; for 
God cannot be tempted by evil, nor does He Himself tempt anyone. But each one is 
tempted when he is drawn away by his own desires and enticed. Then, when desire has 
conceived, it gives birth to sin; and sin, when it is full-grown, brings forth death. Do not 
be deceived, my beloved brethren” (James 1:13-16). If one walks away from the object 
of his desire and directs his focus to good things, he will overcome the force of his 
temptations and avoid sin. 


