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 Salvation Creed. Methodists teach salvation by grace and faith only, and believe 
that when one repents of personal sin and believes on Jesus Christ, at that very 
moment he is forgiven of his sins and is adopted into the family of God. At some point, 
they believe he will be assured of personal salvation through a witness by the Holy 
Spirit. They believe that good works cannot save one from sins or from God's judgment 
(this includes obedience to the Gospel), but rather they are the fruit of faith following 
salvation. To Methodists, sanctification is not received upon obeying the gospel, but is 
instead a gradual process that involves a baptism with the Holy Spirit called a “crisis of 
sanctification,” a lifetime of coming to full knowledge of Christ, and long term efforts to 
live without sin. In other words, one is not sanctified when he is baptized. 
 This doctrine is in conflict with the word of God. Salvation is by God’s grace 
(Rom. 5:20-21; Eph. 2:8-10), faith (John 8:24; Rom. 5:1; Heb. 11:6), repentance (Luke 
13:3; Acts 2:38), confession (Acts 8:36-37; Rom. 10:9-10), and baptism (Mark 16:16; 
Acts 22:16) validated by the blood of Jesus Christ (1Pet. 1:2; Rev. 1:5). Leave out any 
of these elements and there is no salvation. 
 Baptism Creed. Throughout Methodist history, baptism has been a subject of 
much internal controversy and external debate. John Wesley kept the Anglican-styled 
sacrament of baptism, teaching that in baptism a child was cleansed of the “guilt of 
original sin,” entered into a covenant with God, was admitted into the Methodist church, 
made an heir of heaven, and spiritually reborn. He taught that baptism was neither 
essential to nor sufficient for salvation, it was merely a sign of God at work in the lives of 
believers. In United Methodist tradition, baptism is administered by sprinkling, pouring, 
or immersion (United Methodist Baptism Study Committee, 1996). Over the years the 
Methodist Church systematically reduced the importance of baptism until it no longer 
was considered necessary. By the nineteenth century, infant baptism became nothing 
more than a ceremony of dedication. Adult baptism was viewed simply as the act of 
joining the Methodist church. By the middle of the twentieth century, the decision to be 
baptized was left to the choice of the believer; the Methodist Churches no longer 
required it, nor even expected it. However, recent efforts by the Methodist Commission 
on Worship have been directed toward restoring it to its former status as a 
denominational sacrament. 
 This doctrine is in conflict with scripture. Baptism is not a sacrament; it is the 
means by which one is saved by having his sins remitted or washed away (Acts 2:38, 
22:16; 1Pet. 3:21). Furthermore, baptism is by immersion; sprinkling or pouring do not 
constitute baptism. Baptism requires: 1) much water (John 3:23), 2) going down into the 
water (Acts 8:36-38), 3) a burial (Rom. 6:3-4), 4) a resurrection (Col. 2:11-13), and 5) 
coming up out of the water (Matt. 3:16, Acts 8:39). Any action that does not include all 
of these elements is not baptism.  
 In addition, infants are not prospects for baptism simply because they have no 
sins and are not in need of salvation; “original sin” is a false doctrine (Ez. 18:20). Babies 
are incapable of meeting the requirements of salvation: 1) they cannot hear, 
understand, or obey the gospel, 2) they have not developed the ability to believe, 3) 



they have no sinful life for which they need to repent, and 4) they do not have the 
capacity to confess Christ with the mouth. They are in a spiritually safe state. 
 Contemporary Worship Creed. Current Methodist attitudes toward the various 
activities of worship are based on the philosophy that worship services have been a 
work in progress from the early days of Christianity. Worship is tailored to cultural and 
generational interests and fashions and is not based on any particular doctrine or rigid 
tradition. Their focus is not on what one is authorized to do in worship, but rather who is 
the focus of worship (Theology of Worship and Its Development in Free Methodism, 
Rob C. McLaren, Doctor of Ministry, Fuller Theological Seminary, 2001). In other words, 
as long as one is worshiping God and Jesus, his service is accepted regardless of how 
he worships.  
 This doctrine is in contrast with the words of Jesus: “This people draweth nigh 
unto me with their mouth, and honoureth me with their lips; but their heart is far from 
me. But in vain they do worship me, teaching for doctrines the commandments of men 
(Matt. 15:8-9). Scripturally acceptable worship consists of 1) singing (there is no Bible 
authority for instrumental music - Eph. 5:19; Col. 3:16), 2) praying (Acts 12:5; 1Cor. 
14:15), 3) communing (Acts 20:7; 1Cor. 11:20-34), 4) giving (1Cor. 16:1-2), and 5) 
teaching (Acts 15:35, 20:20; 2Tim. 4:2). Any additions or adjustments to these divinely 
authorized activities make worship vain, unacceptable, and sinful (Rev. 22:18-19). 
 Social Gospel. Methodist ministries style themselves as “holistic,” meaning that 
they focus on all of the needs of members and prospects; from their perspective the 
salvation of souls is only one part of their responsibility as a church toward the 
individual. They emphasize their attention to “the physical, emotional, economic, social, 
political, and spiritual” aspects of believers’ lives (World Methodists Council, Evangelism 
Emphasis 2004). It is revealing to note where they have placed spiritual needs in this 
list. The Methodist Church seeks recognition by society in civil, political, and social 
matters in the hope that their involvement in non-spiritual matters will transform that 
society into the Methodist ideal of Christianity. They advocate that Christians ought to 
manifest social concern in every matter that is considered important by their leadership. 
The theological mandate adopted in the 1908 Social Creed continues to serve as a 
challenge to Methodists to battle for social cures to cultural injustices. 
 The New Testament does not authorize the social gospel. The church is limited 
to 1) preaching the gospel or the work of evangelism (Phil. 4:15-18), 2) teaching and 
encouraging the saints or the work of edification (Eph. 4:11-16), and 3) aiding needy 
saints or the work of limited benevolence (Acts 11:28-30; 2Cor. 8:4; 1Tim. 5:16). While 
individual Christians are free to engage in any lawful activity of their choice (Gal. 6:10; 
Jas. 1:26-27), churches are not allowed to go beyond the boundaries set forth in the 
word of God. Indeed, why would churches want to lay aside the all important work of 
feeding souls with the gospel of Christ and take up the financially impossible task of 
filling the stomachs of the world? 
 Ecumenicalism. The Methodist Church is not just ecumenical, it is pluralistic. 
They recognize all professed believers and followers of Jesus Christ as fellow 
Christians regardless of denominational membership. In addition, they receive all such 
persons into fellowship without requiring them to convert to Methodism. Methodist 
churches declare that no person who loves the Lord may be deprived of church 
membership, and that every person has an inalienable right to private judgment in 



matters of religion, and an equal right to express personal opinions in any way which 
will not violate the laws of God or the rights of others. In short, one can believe, preach, 
and practice the doctrines of non-Methodist denominations and still obtain and keep 
membership in the Methodist church. 
 The scriptures limit fellowship to those who hold the pure doctrine of Christ. God 
does not authorize fellowship with error (Gal. 1:6-10; Eph. 5:6-11; 2John 9-11). 
Fellowship must never be sought at the expense of truth. 
 Women in Church Leadership. In 1966, the Methodist General Conference 
declared that they would not tolerate any efforts to block a person’s ordination due to 
gender, and that they believe that both men and women are called to the ministry and 
should be ordained. In addition, they banned the practice of men-only leadership on 
boards and committees of the church whether local or national. As a result, some areas 
of this country have more women than men ordained to the Methodist ministry. 
 Nevertheless, God established the roles of men and women in the beginning 
(Gen. 3:16); leadership was not granted to women. This same principle was re-stated in 
the New Testament (1Cor. 11:3; 1Tim. 2:11-15). Likewise, God placed limitations on 
women in the body of Christ; they are not permitted the role of leadership in the work, 
organization, or worship of the church (1Cor. 14:34-37; 1Tim. 3:1-13).  
 Progressively Liberal. The United Methodist Church is suffering from the same 
affliction as all other religious organizations, that is, the modernist, liberal, progressive 
movements seek to change their religion to make it more palatable to contemporary 
immoral society. However, the Methodist Church, because of its openness to new 
doctrines and its historical pattern of change, is especially vulnerable and helpless to 
fend off their own liberal change agents. There are movements within Methodism that 
are unapologetically Marxist, involving the denomination in international efforts to 
promote socialism. On the moral front, the United Methodist Church’s General 
Conference of May 2004 barely voted down the efforts to ordain homosexuals and 
lesbians as priests and consecrate marriages between gay persons. Inevitably, in a 
denomination that is known for its propensity for change to accommodate the whims of 
society, they will succumb to this and other such liberalizing movements. 
 The scriptures condemn change agents in religion, persons who loose where 
God has bound. They seek to conform to the world around them for several reasons: 1) 
they are eager themselves to engage in the sins of the world without recrimination from 
religious leaders (John 3:19-20), 2) they want to appear to be knowledgeable and 
current in the wisdom of the world (2Tim. 3:1-9), 3) they despise the simplicity and purity 
of truth (2Thes. 2:10-12), and 4) they are proud of their progressive spirit (1Cor. 5:2, 6). 
The Bible condemns the sin of homosexuality and all other forms of contemporary evil 
(1Cor. 6:9-11; Gal. 5:19-21; Rev. 21:8); the wisdom of men embraces such sins.  
 


