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 As a Christian mate, what will you do about the differences between you and 
your unbelieving spouse? If you compromise the faith, you both lose. If you ignore these 
differences and remain silent, you both lose. If you abandon the faith, you both lose. 
The only chance you have for a successful marriage is to do what Peter said must be 
done. “Wives, likewise, be submissive to your own husbands, that even if some do not 
obey the word, they, without a word, may be won by the conduct of their wives, when 
they observe your chaste conduct accompanied by fear. Husbands, likewise, dwell with 
them with understanding, giving honor to the wife, as to the weaker vessel, and as 
being heirs together of the grace of life, that your prayers may not be hindered” (1Peter 
3:1-2, 7). 
 In no way do I wish to discourage Christians who are already married to non-
Christians. Interestingly, some very fine people are the unbelieving companions of 
Christians. And, some of the strongest Christians among us today were influenced to 
come to the Lord by Christian mates while they were still unbelievers.  
 Christians married to non-Christians can still share love, maintain godly duties, 
and produce lasting good from their union. But God's people must be certain not permit 
love for their mate, Christian or non-Christian, to cause them to drift away from God's 
will. It has happened, can happen, and will continue to happen if one does not learn 
from the principles in the Bible. Good people are led astray by love for unbelieving 
mates. The constant, gradual wear on some Christians is more than they can bear. 
They slowly come to compromise God's will on morality and doctrine to the point where 
they cease to resemble the godly, sincere Christians they once were.  
 If you are not married, permit me to persuade you to marry a faithful Christian. 
Keep in mind that not all professed Christians are faithful children of God (Matt. 7:21) so 
please use caution. If you cannot find a faithful Christian to marry, may I encourage you 
to ask God for His help to patiently look for opportunities to find one? If you still decide 
to marry a non-Christian, may I instruct you to at least marry someone who will support 
you in your faith and who will remain true to you as a mate? Without this, you may be 
influenced to sin or error, or have your marriage end prematurely. While this happens in 
marriages where both mates are Christians, the chances of it occurring are much 
greater in the religiously mixed marriage.  
 Above all, be patient in selecting a mate. Why rush into a relationship that will 
influence you more than any other for the rest of your life? Pray for understanding. Look 
to the scriptures for wisdom. And be the kind of mate you want to marry. You cannot 
find a godly mate, or a mate who will support you in your choice to live godly, when you 
are not living in a way that attracts God-fearing people. 


