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 A fellow evangelist from Arkansas asked me the following questions recently: 
“Are local churches permitted to invest a part of the treasury (the building fund for 
example) in a money market account or some other plan to increase the amount of 
money they have to do the Lord’s work? How is this different from having the treasury in 
an interest bearing checking account?” 
 You asked about the matter of churches involved in money markets vs. having 
the church treasury in an interest bearing checking account. Here at Tomlinson Run, 
our bank offers checking accounts with minimal interest; nearly all banks do this as a 
standard business practice today. The interest is incidental (as opposed to intentional) 
to the checking account that we must have in order to conduct business. We do not 
have our money in that account in order to make more money; we having it in there in 
order to write checks and conduct business for the church. 
 However, if it were our purpose to make money by investing it in interest plans or 
certificates of deposit, I would say that we were in violation of the scriptural means of 
gathering funds for the Lord's work. There is only one authorized means of purposefully 
gathering funds to do the Lord’s work, and that is by free will offering of the disciples 
(1Cor. 16:1-3). The difference between having an interest bearing checking account and 
investing money in a savings account, CD, MM, or other such things, is that in the first 
account you are just wanting to conduct legitimate business for the church, not make 
money by interest. In the second account, you are intentionally trying to make money off 
of interest. The first is incidental to a legitimate purpose; the second is an illegitimate 
purpose. 
 In addition, I believe it is a violation of God's will for churches to have large 
accounts filled with money the members have given, but where the elders have 
squirrelled it away in accounts large enough to use for investment. God expects local 
churches to use the free will offerings of the members to do His work, not to put away 
five or six figures “just in case we might need it someday.” This is not an authorized use 
of the Lord’s money. 


