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 “It pleased God, by the foolishness of preaching, to save them that believe” 
(1Cor. 1:21). I have thought often on this text. Precisely what did Paul mean when the 
Spirit inspired him to write “the foolishness of preaching?” Did he actually mean that 
preaching is a foolish activity? Or, is it foolish to think that preaching is an effective way 
to reach the lost? Or, is Paul calling preaching foolish because that is the way the world 
would view it? I think the latter might be the case.  I have been told that preachers 
only convince their friends and bore their enemies, or that preaching just edifies the 
ones who like it, and turns off the ones who don't. To a person like this, there are only 
two categories of hearers: the ones who have been saved and want to hear the truth 
and the ones who are lost and do not want to hear the truth. Based on this view, 
preaching must really seem to be a waste of time, perhaps even foolish. After all, the 
saved are already saved and the lost want to stay that way; so what is the point of 
preaching? 
 This view fails to acknowledge the existence of other groups of hearers. There 
are hearers who are Christians, but who have begun to drift, needing a reminder from 
the preacher to direct their feet back toward the right path. There are newborn babes in 
Christ who need the first principles of the word. There are weary Christians who need to 
be encouraged by hearing sound doctrine so dear to their hearts. There are the willful 
and divisive who need to hear a stern rebuke, regardless of the effect it might have 
upon them. And there are the lost, who are sincerely seeking for truth that they might be 
saved. Lastly, a category of people often overlooked are the lost who do not know that 
they are looking for truth, but upon hearing it preached have their eyes opened and 
hearts moved. One never knows the exact nature of the audience nor the spiritual state 
of all of the hearers. Just preach and let the power of the Gospel move the listeners. 
 Just preaching and letting the Gospel work seems foolish according by the 
reasoning of men. Yet, it is eminently wise in the mind of God.  It allows the power for 
salvation to be in the message and not the messenger. It requires that the preacher and 
the hearer trust God and His word to do the job. If we trust the Gospel, we won't be as 
likely to tinker with it to “make it better.” 
 “But we preach Christ crucified, unto the Jews a stumbling block, and unto the 
Greeks foolishness; but unto those who are called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ the 
power of God, and the wisdom of God” (1Cor. 1:23-24). 
 Another misconception concerning preaching is that hard preaching is bad 
preaching. This incorrect assessment develops when we look at the results of preaching 
from a worldly perspective. In John 6, Jesus drew an audience of 5000 men and their 
families. He fed them by means of a miracle and then proceeded to preach to them 
concerning the cost of discipleship. When he finished, only 12 men remained; the rest 
had left. When the Lord asked if they would leave also, Peter responded by pointing out 
that there was no place else to go, the Lord had the words of life. Given the same set of 
circumstances today, the preacher would be called a failure. Imagine having an 
audience of 5000 people, preaching the gospel to them plainly, and only 12 people left 
when the sermon was done. “Preacher, you must not offend folks” has probably kept a 
lot of folks from hearing the whole counsel of God.   



 Peter preached the following on Pentecost: “Therefore, let all of the house of 
Israel know assuredly, that God had made that same Jesus, whom YE (emphasis mine 
- prb) have crucified, both Lord and Christ” (Acts 2:36). 3000 people obeyed the Gospel, 
but the word doesn't reveal how many became upset and left. 
 I heard a preacher argue recently that we can't preach like Paul, Peter, Jesus, 
and John did, because we don't know what is in the hearts of sinners and erring 
Christians, and therefore we have no right to speak strongly about their sins. I disagree. 
Paul told Titus (a preacher) to “rebuke them sharply, that they may be sound in the 
faith” (Titus 1:13). He told another preacher “Them that sin, rebuke before all, that 
others also may fear” (1Tim. 5:20). One cannot help but wonder what instruction the 
Lord or the apostle Paul would have for brethren who suppress the truth out of a 
misguided desire to be inoffensive. Preach the truth with longsuffering and love, but 
don't withhold the truth in the process. 
 We all decide what will be our reaction to the proclamation of the word. 
Regardless of the intent or manner of the messenger, I am accountable for how I 
receive it. Imagine a man standing before the Lord on Judgment Day. The Lord asks 
him why he refused to obey the Gospel. The man replies: “I went to church and listened 
to the sermon. But the preacher was so insulting; he was rude to anyone who was not a 
member of that church. He made fun of Baptists and insulted my dead Mother's 
memory. I was so angered by him, I couldn't concentrate on my salvation; so, I didn't 
obey the Gospel.” Can you picture the Lord replying, “Well, I understand; you go on into 
heaven even though you refused the sacrifice of My Son?” It is hard to imagine because 
it doesn't fit revealed truth. If by rudeness for its own sake, the preacher drives people 
away, he will be called into account and punished. But if through excessive emphasis 
on politeness he fails to declare the whole counsel of God, he goes to the same hell as 
the people he misled with his manners. Preach the word without regard for persons. Do 
not think of who might be offended. Preach without worrying about to whom it might 
apply. That way there will be no soft preaching to please friends, or preaching hard to 
hurt those who are less than friendly. 
 A last misconception about the foolishness of preaching is that it will solve all of 
the problems in the church. I often hear: “Paul, you need to preach on that,” as if just 
preaching on it will settle the issue. Preaching on a problem will not make the problem 
go away unless the hearers take an active role in following what was prescribed in the 
sermon. Immodesty, drunkenness, mixed bathing, dancing, divorce for any cause, 
forsaking the assembling, etc., will not go away just because someone preached on it. 
The hearers must be willing to obey the truth when preached. Sometimes we think that 
just preaching on a problem will satisfy the Lord on the matter. This is only partially true. 
The Lord expects action to follow the hearing of the word before He is entirely pleased. 
Suppose a church is drifting toward institutionalism and the preacher addresses the 
matter. The elders can't say, “Well, we are not liberal anymore; we have had some fine 
sermons on it.” They have to bring forth fruits meet for repentance. The same is true 
with discipline or any other matter. Preaching alone won't solve it.  
 Preaching is foolishness only to the foolish. To believers, preaching is the power 
of God unto salvation. To the seeker of truth, preaching is an effective means of hearing 
the word of God. To God, preaching is His chosen means of communicating the most 
important message this world will ever hear. When the preacher presents God’s 



message, he is speaking on the Lord’s behalf. “Now then, we are ambassadors for 
Christ, as though God were pleading through us: we implore you on Christ's behalf, be 
reconciled to God” (2Cor. 5:20). 


