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 In a conversation some years ago with a fellow evangelist, I discussed some 
concerns about the absence of young families in many congregations around the 
country. The other preacher and I wondered why this had come to pass and what could 
be done about it. We talked of the evil influences of television and movies that corrupt 
the minds of the young. We spoke of satanic, violent, sexual, and drug oriented lyrics of 
contemporary music. We discussed the current philosophy of the education system that 
promotes secular humanism. Absent parents, divorce, crime all came under fire in our 
blame game. We even suggested the possibility that weak preaching and tedious Bible 
classes might be at fault.   
 Yet in spite of all of these enemies of youth, how is it possible that some young 
folks have grown up still serving the Lord? According to our limited reasoning, all of 
these things should have prevented all young people from becoming or remaining 
Christians. It appears that something else is at work here helping the young to "secure 
their hearts and guard their lives from sin." 
 What do children in any period of history need in order to secure their hearts? 
The answer to this question will often vary, depending on who is asked. Ask parents 
who grew up in hard times and they will say, "My children need all of the things I never 
had." Ask someone who works in the child welfare department and the response might 
include such things as more food stamps or protection from parents. Ask someone in 
the entertainment industry and you might be told that the kid needs his own TV, DVD, 
X-Box, Internet access, and unlimited music CDs. However, all of these things only 
provide for the desires or needs of the flesh. So far, no provision has been made for the 
soul. 
 When told of the child's need for spiritual development, many parents react by 
saying, "Well, we sent them to Bible classes," or "we took them to church every week." 
Some conscientious parents might add that they made sure that their children did the 
Bible class assignments, and even had Bible readings at home. But still, some of these 
kids drift away from God in their adult years. Why? 
 I submit to you the following explanation: in order to secure their hearts and 
guard their lives from sin, children need responsibility. There are three kinds of 
responsibility that are the hallmarks of a mature person: 
 1) Parallel responsibility - duties held by everyone toward authority (God, 
employers, civil government). 
 2) Joint responsibility - duties shared by everyone in a unit (church, family, 
community). 
 3) Personal accountability - duties one has toward himself (destiny of the soul, 
development of character, self evaluation). 
 Children, while they are still young, need to be taught to become responsible 
persons. Jeremiah the prophet said, "It is good for a man that he bear the yoke in his 
youth" (Lamentations 3:27). 
 Children need to be taught personal accountability. "So then every one of us 
shall give account of himself to God" (Romans 14:12).  The child needs to learn about 



God and His omnipresent nature, that He is everywhere and can see all things. Teach 
the child about the will of God from His word, showing the young one that God expects 
obedience to what has been written. Teach the child that he has a soul that will live 
forever, and that it is the soul that will stand before God in judgment to be rewarded for 
righteousness or punished for sin, depending on the choices of the individual while on 
earth. Allow the child to sample hard times, for this will prepare him for the day he will 
leave home unsheltered from the cruelty of the "real" world. Responsibility, work, and 
shared hardship build character. 
 Children need to be taught joint responsibility. He will be a part of a number of 
organizations in his lifetime. Teach him of his duty to others in that group while he is still 
young. He is a child; by definition, he is part of a family. Families share the income of 
the provider, seeing to it that each one gets a fair portion. The child needs to learn 
contentment with his share, and not demand more. Families share in chores. Give the 
child a few tasks that are challenging for him and make him accountable for them each 
week. The young person, upon obeying the Gospel, becomes part of a local 
congregation. Teach him of his duty to the local church. In all of these efforts to teach, 
keep in mind that no teaching is effective if the teacher does not follow it up with his own 
example, and back it up with discipline when necessary. 
 Children need to be taught parallel responsibility. As members of the body of 
Christ, we all have duties to fulfill in service to the Lord. Even though we are answerable 
to God individually, we serve God collectively. Teach the child to help lift up another 
when he stumbles or is in need. Teach the child to be aware of his fellow Christians to 
the end that they all might serve God better together. Furthermore, teach the child to 
respond properly when they are in error themselves and a fellow Christian tries to help 
them come back to God. This same principle can be applied to our duty as citizens 
toward government or as employees working for a business.   
 Teach your children to become responsible adults by your words and by your 
actions. In this way, I believe that we will overcome the modern enemies of youth and 
help the young to secure their hearts. 


