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 And so another new year begins. We will mark its arrival with various forms of 
celebration. Among members of the Lord’s Church, we will observe it without 
drunkenness and excessive partying, and as a result our celebrations will be unmarked 
by folly, sin, and regret that goes with such behavior. Some of us will gather with friends 
and share good company, good laughs, and good food. Others will watch TV to see “the 
ball” drop in New York. Many will stay up until midnight to embrace loved ones and sing 
Aude Lang Syne. And still others (like this author) will probably fall asleep before 10:30. 
While it may be a night to remember the past year, we celebrate the potential of the 
year to come. 
 And yet like most of the holidays in our calendar, New Years Eve is an arbitrary 
day selected to honor a principle important to men and is an observance that has its 
roots in the dim obscurity of man’s pagan past. Celebrating the New Year on January 
1st is a relatively new innovation. Among ancient Europeans, the end of the year came 
on October 31st, and the New Year did not begin until February 1st. The months of 
November through January were known as the “dead time, or “days of the dead.” 
Groundhog Day is a sort of light-hearted nod to this old tradition. The Roman Catholic 
leadership adopted elements of this pagan tradition and renamed the February 1st 
holiday “First Candlemas.” Nearly every ancient culture (and even some current ones) 
had varied New Year celebrations and observed those celebrations on different days. 
However, what seems to be consistent about all of those celebrations is the universal 
urge among men to bring closure to the past year, whether full of triumph and blessing 
or rife with burdens and sorrows, and to welcome another year with hope, eagerness, 
and resolution. Unlike the pagans, we know that the nature of the coming year does not 
depend on the caprice of non-gods, but on the will of the Living God and the 
cooperation of man. Viewed in this light and when practiced without sin, New Years 
celebrations are healthy and commendable. 
 Tonight, we will look back at 2006 and remember that for the saints at Tomlinson 
Run, it was a difficult year in terms of hard times and deaths. At the same time, it was a 
year in which our burdens were mixed with blessings from God -- a number of souls 
were born into the family of God and a number of babies were born into our families. 
Tonight we will also celebrate the potential of 2007. We are anticipating others being 
baptized into Christ and expecting more babies to grace our number with their beauty 
and innocence.  
 Will we also remember that the nature of the New Year also depends on two 
things: the will of Almighty God and the resolute cooperation of His people? We cannot 
fathom the purposes of God; they are too wise and wonderful for our limited reasoning. 
However, we can exert a great impact on the coming year by our cooperation with 
God’s will, whether by accepting the hard times with grace, dignity, and contentment, or 
by magnifying the good times with diligence, dedication, and gratitude. 
 The secular man uses grand, sweeping gestures to make mundane and tawdry 
resolutions for the coming year -- he will work for a promotion, she will lose weight, he 
will lower his cholesterol, she will watch less TV. The spiritual man uses the quiet stage 



of his heart and soul to make profound, substantive resolutions this night -- “This will be 
the year I will grow in grace and knowledge and in favor with God and man.” But he will 
not stop with just making a great resolution out of the emotional fervor of New Years 
observances. Such promises are like piecrust -- easily made, easily broken.  
 Instead, the faithful child of God knows that if he is to succeed in keeping his 
resolutions for the coming year, he must remember the lessons of the past year and 
build upon them in the New Year. He must be humble enough to be aware that he 
needs to include God in his plans, and he must pray daily that the Lord will help him 
keep his promises. He must be self-aware enough to realize that the emotion of the 
New Years celebration will not motivate him on January 2nd; he will need more than a 
good feeling at 11:59 PM on December 31. He must be wise enough to know that his 
New Years resolution must be remembered and remade every morning of the coming 
year. And he must be practical enough to make a plan. 
 Which resolution is more likely to bring results: “I will read the Bible through this 
year,” or “I will read five chapters of the Bible every evening after supper this year.”? 
Which one will work: “I want to bring someone to the Lord this year,” or “I will ask my 
friend to come to services with me this week.”? Make a plan and work your plan, and 
the New Year will realize its potential. Otherwise, resolutions will be little more than 
shallow emotional promises arbitrarily made on a randomly chosen evening. 
 Make your New Years resolution tonight, pray for help to keep it, make a plan for 
daily implementation of that plan, and then get up every day this year remembering your 
promise to make 2007 a good year. If the Lord wills and you work His will, it will be. 


