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 Do you own this wallet? Do all of its contents, for good or ill, belong to you? Is 
your name or identification on it or in it? For all intents and purposes, you claim 
ownership of this wallet? 
 What about your sins? Do you own them? Most assuredly they belong to you. 
You worked to get them; your name is on them. Until you are redeemed from your sins, 
you are bound to them in ownership for eternity. It does no good to deny ownership.  
 I often hear people deny or try to share ownership of their sins, even when 
confessing them. Adam and Eve tried to do it in the Garden of Eden. Adam blamed God 
by complaining that “the woman YOU gave me” led me into sin, and Eve blamed the 
serpent for deceiving her. They were responsible for their sins; their sins belonged to 
them. 
 “I am sorry if I offended you,” is not an expression of sorrow for sin; it is stating 
regret for harm to the relationship. The speaker is not sorry he sinned; he is sorry others 
are upset with him for sinning. From his perspective, ownership of the sin is their 
problem, not his; they are responsible for being offended. Without their offence, he 
would not be concerned about the sin. 
 “I am sorry for doing that, but this is the reason why I did it...” Repentance for sin, 
immediately followed by an attempt to justify the sin is not repentance; it is a defense of 
the action. It does not own the sin; in fact, it altogether denies that it is a sin. “If you only 
understood the circumstances, you would agree that I had no choice but to sin.”  
 What does true ownership and repentance of sin sound like? “For godly sorrow 
produces repentance leading to salvation, not to be regretted; but the sorrow of the 
world produces death. For observe this very thing, that you sorrowed in a godly manner: 
What diligence it produced in you, what clearing of yourselves, what indignation, what 
fear, what vehement desire, what zeal, what vindication! In all things you proved 
yourselves to be clear in this matter” (2Cor. 7:10-11).  
 Denying ownership of our sins by excusing or dismissing them will ensure that 
they will hang like a millstone around our necks until the Day of Judgment, when they 
will drag us down into perdition forever. Owning our sins and honestly, humbly 
appealing to God for forgiveness by the means He has provided will mean that He will 
redeem us from our sins. We have to admit to owning our sins before we can divest 
ourselves of them. 


