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 Roberto De Vincenzo, the great Argentine golfer, once won a tournament; and, 
after receiving the check and smiling for the cameras, he went to the clubhouse and 
prepared to leave. Some time later, he walked alone to his car in the parking lot and 
was approached by a young woman. She congratulated him on his victory and then told 
him that her child was seriously ill and near death. She did not know how she could pay 
the doctor's bills and hospital expenses. De Vincenzo was touched by her story, and he 
took out a pen and endorsed his winning check for payment to the woman. "Make some 
good days for the baby," he said as he pressed the check into her hand.  
 The next week he was having lunch in a country club when a PGA official came 
to his table. "Some of the boys in the parking lot last week told me you met a young 
woman there and gave her some money after you won that tournament." De Vincenzo 
nodded. "Well," said the official, "I have news for you. She's a phony. She has no sick 
baby. She's not even married. She fleeced you, my friend."   
 "You mean there is no baby who is dying?" said De Vincenzo.   
 "That's right," said the official.   
 "That's the best news I've heard all week," De Vincenzo replied with relief.   
 How many here would have said, "See if I ever help anyone else again!" In point 
of fact, we choose how we will react to news, circumstances, or events based on what 
we want them to be. One man sees the loss of a job as a tragedy that will destroy his 
life. Another man chooses to look at the loss of his job as an opportunity to find a better 
job that will improve his life. The scriptures abound with texts that highlight this principle. 
It is up to us to read them, believe them, and practice them. 
 One man views tribulation with fear and suffers it with lengthy complaints. The 
apostle Paul saw tribulation as a means to increase perseverance, character, and hope. 
“And not only that, but we also glory in tribulations, knowing that tribulation produces 
perseverance; and perseverance, character; and character, hope” (Rom. 5:3-4). 
 Another man may look at his trials and lapse into a depression, possibly railing 
against God for allowing them to happen to him. James considered his trials an 
occasion for joy, because trials produce patience and perfection in the sufferer. “My 
brethren, count it all joy when you fall into various trials, knowing that the testing of your 
faith produces patience. But let patience have its perfect work, that you may be perfect 
and complete, lacking nothing” (James 1:2-4). 
 Still another man avoids service to Christ because he begrudges the sacrifice 
and temporary suffering Christians occasionally must deal with. Peter was eager to 
endure persecutions for the Lord, because he understood that it meant he and the Lord 
were comrades, partners in God’s great work of redemption, and it meant that he would 
get to share in Christ’s glory in the hereafter. “Beloved, do not think it strange 
concerning the fiery trial which is to try you, as though some strange thing happened to 
you; but rejoice to the extent that you partake of Christ's sufferings, that when His glory 
is revealed, you may also be glad with exceeding joy. If you are reproached for the 
name of Christ, blessed are you, for the Spirit of glory and of God rests upon you” 
(1Peter 4:12-14). 



 Paul chose to view his tribulations as beneficial to him; James chose to take joy 
in trials that would perfect him; Peter rejoiced that his persecutions were evidence that 
he was one with Christ. And I submit to you that those who moan, cry, and complain 
about their lot in life CHOOSE to do it; they are not compelled to do so.  
 We can be happy or sad in the same set of circumstances. It is up to us to decide 
how we will react to events and circumstances. “Not that I speak in regard to need, for I 
have learned in whatever state I am, to be content: I know how to be abased, and I 
know how to abound. Everywhere and in all things I have learned both to be full and to 
be hungry, both to abound and to suffer need. I can do all things through Christ who 
strengthens me” (Phil. 4:11-13). 


