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 Carl Woodrow Parsons passed away on Sunday, April 15, 2007 at the age of 90 
at Sewickley Valley Hospital. He was born in into this world in Marshall County, WV on 
November 2, 1916 to the Wilford and Rosa Belle Parsons. He was born again into 
Jesus Christ, baptized by C.D. Plum at 210 Cedar Avenue in Moundsville on December 
9, 1929. He served the Lord faithfully all of his life, and for the last 37 years of his life 
served as an elder with the Tomlinson Run Church of Christ in Georgetown, PA. God 
alone knows the full measure of the work brother Carl accomplished in the kingdom of 
the Lord. We will be grateful for the rest of our lives for having known him and for having 
benefited from his leadership. 
 "Remember them... who have spoke unto you the word of God: whose faith 
follow, considering the end of their conversation" (Heb. 13:7). "Receive him therefore in 
the Lord with all gladness; and hold such in reputation" (Phil. 2:29).  
 In Joshua’s day, he challenged the children of Israel to choose Jehovah and to 
serve Him only. “Now therefore fear the LORD, and serve him in sincerity and in truth: 
and put away the gods which your fathers served on the other side of the flood, and in 
Egypt; and serve ye the LORD. And if it seem evil unto you to serve the LORD, choose 
you this day whom ye will serve; whether the gods which your fathers served that were 
on the other side of the flood, or the gods of the Amorites, in whose land ye dwell: but 
as for me and my house, we will serve the LORD” (Joshua 24:14-15). The people 
responded to his challenge by openly confessing and wholeheartedly vowing to be 
faithful to God. They were stirred by Joshua’s dedication and godly example when he 
was with them. “And the people answered and said, God forbid that we should forsake 
the LORD, to serve other gods; For the LORD our God, he it is that brought us up and 
our fathers out of the land of Egypt, from the house of bondage, and which did those 
great signs in our sight, and preserved us in all the way wherein we went, and among all 
the people through whom we passed” (Joshua 24:16-17). But the best tribute to 
Joshua’s influence for good was not their response while Joshua was among them, but 
the fact that they continued to serve the Lord long after Joshua had passed away. “And 
Israel served the LORD all the days of Joshua, and all the days of the elders that over 
lived Joshua, and which had known all the works of the LORD, that he had done for 
Israel” (Joshua 24:31).  
 Many loving and heartfelt verbal tributes have been paid to brother Parsons in 
the past week; many of them moved me to tears. But how much greater honor can be 
given to the memory of a man who walked steadfastly before the Lord than to do so 
ourselves for the rest of our days, just as did the Israelites who remembered Joshua? 
Please take the time to read brother Parsons’ life plan written when he was 18 and lived 
until he passed from this life at 90. 
 
Kind Words of Comfort Offered by Disciples From Around the Country 
 
 “I was saddened to hear of brother Parsons’ death. But we have faith in God and 
great hope for him. He was a good friend of gospel preachers, and was a good friend 



with my father. I am sure that the congregation has suffered a loss. However, his work, 
and others, will live on as the "younger" generation steps up. Tomlinson Run is blessed 
to have several elders. I pray its strength in its part of the world will go on.” -- Roy 
Diestelkamp 
 “I have known brother Parsons for many, many years. When I lived in northeast 
Ohio, we would see the Parsons occasionally in meetings, especially around 
Youngstown, and also each year at the Thayer St. lectures until they ended around 
1985. After moving to Dayton in 1987, we did not see them as much (perhaps in Florida 
at the FC lectures), and the last time I remember seeing them was a few years ago 
when we were in the area with a bunch of other home schooling families camping at 
Raccoon Creek State Park, and many of us attended the midweek service at Tomlinson 
Run. I am certainly sorry to hear of his passing but rejoice in his victory.” -- Wayne S. 
Walker 
 “We remember the days we spent with him while we were at Tomlinson Run. He 
was a godly and faithful man. Please give our condolences to Sister Parsons.” -- Archie 
and Anita Proctor 
 “It causes me to bow contritely with tears thanking our Maker for the life of Carl 
Parsons. I'm happy, however, believing he is where his faith both promised and led him. 
God bless his memory. Our prayers will be for his family, the church there, and your 
efforts to alleviate.” -- Earl E. Robertson 
 “Express to the family my sincere sympathy for their loss; yet it is tempered by 
the joy of those who die in the Lord. May there be more Carl Parsons among us. It was 
an honor to know him for the brief week I was in your midst.” -- Kent Heaton 
 “My memories of my Grandpa start as a child coming to Pennsylvania for 
Thanksgiving. These were very special visits, full of food, children running around a 
playing; and at the end, there were always pictures being taken, and slide shows of 
Thanksgivings past, and of course, slides of Grandma and Grandpa’s many travels. 
 “As an adult, I remember my grandparents coming down to Florida for the 
Lectures at Florida College. I am so thankful for having the opportunity to know him. My 
Grandpa gave me the greatest gift anyone could give. He showed me how to love like 
Jesus did. I love my Grandpa and will miss him.” -- Tina 


