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 In 17th century France, two dozen philosophers began holding meetings in an 
apartment on the Place de la Concorde to discuss the existence of God. They came to 
the conclusion that there is no God. They reasoned as follows: If God does not act to 
relieve human suffering or prevent tragedy in response to prayer, then either He does 
not exist, or if He does exist, is irrelevant to the human experience. This was not a new 
thought. Since the beginning of time, people have prayed to God, did not get the answer 
they hoped for, and come to the wrong conclusions: that God is not there, or that God 
cannot hear them, or that God does not love them. Where is the flaw in this kind of 
reasoning? 
 Let’s begin with the question of where suffering comes from. In the case of 
natural disasters like floods, fires, accidents, etc., it must be remembered that God 
created all things by miracle and sustains all things by His established natural law. God 
created the earth, the sun, the dry land, and oceans by miracle. Then God set up law 
that maintains order in the world. The seasons, weather, patterns of growth and decay, 
the laws of gravity, physics, chemistry, even social interaction among people all follow 
the structure of law established by God. If a man chooses to step off of a high place, the 
law of gravity dictates that he will fall, and the design of the human body dictates that it 
will be damaged by the fall. If one builds a city in a flood zone, eventually a flood will fill 
the city. God does not create suffering by maliciously or capriciously sending disasters. 
Suffering and pain come about by defying natural law, or by poor judgment, or by the 
sin of self or others, or as a part of living in a physical body in a physical world bound by 
the laws of entropy (all systems tend toward disorder, decay, and death).  
 Some people react to this by blaming God for suffering. Some choose to deny 
God because of hardship. And some choose to allow this world of pain to move them to 
anticipate and prepare for heaven where there is no suffering, pain, and hardship. The 
same trial may move one closer to God and other further from Him; each person 
decides in which direction he will move.  
 There is no doubt that we are tested by trials. There is no doubt from the 
scriptures that God is not the source of suffering. It is not His desire that we suffer. 
Suffering is part of the human predicament: all men sin and all men die. Sin came from 
the Adversary, and suffering and death are the inevitable consequences of sin. 
 One may object at this point: “But if God does not want us to suffer, why doesn’t 
He do something to stop it?!”  
 How can He stop suffering from the consequences of sin without removing the 
choice to do right or wrong from us? If He takes away the consequences of sin, He 
takes away our free moral agency, and in doing so abrogates His own law and cease to 
be God. If He suspends His own natural law, He becomes a respecter of persons and 
ceases to be God. “He makes His sun rise on the evil and on the good, and sends rain 
on the just and on the unjust” (Matt. 5:45). 
 God does not take an active role in tempting human beings to fall. “Let no one 
say when he is tempted, ‘I am tempted by God’; for God cannot be tempted by evil, nor 
does He Himself tempt anyone” (James 1:13). However, He does permit people to be 



tempted. He allowed Satan to test Job (Job 1). While He allows people to be tested, He 
does not allow the test to be so great that it overwhelms them. He knows human limits 
and takes an active role in limiting the test. “No temptation has overtaken you except 
such as is common to man; but God is faithful, who will not allow you to be tempted 
beyond what you are able, but with the temptation will also make the way of escape, 
that you may be able to bear it” (1Cor. 10:13). He will not allow a test that is outside of 
human experience, He will not allow people to be tested beyond their strength to resist, 
and He supplies the means of bearing with it. 
 Being tested by suffering is part of being a human. How we choose to view the 
test and respond to it is our choice, not God’s. 
 Another objection that might be raised: “Well, if God sustains all things by fixed 
natural law what is the point in praying for protection or relief from suffering?” 
 Again, this question indicates a flaw in one’s understanding of the power and 
purpose of prayer.  
 Prayer is a vital part of the Christian's life. “Pray without ceasing” (1Thes. 5:17).  
“Continuing instant in prayer” (Rom. 12:12). “Praying always with all prayer and 
supplications in the Spirit” (Eph. 6:18). “I will therefore than men pray everywhere, lifting 
up holy hands, without wrath and doubting” (1Tim. 2:8). Man's highest privilege is to 
listen to God; his second highest privilege is to talk to Him. A man of faith has 
confidence that he will be answered by the Most Powerful Being this universe has ever 
known (Matt. 18:19; James 1:6-7, 5:16-18). 
 “Be anxious for nothing, but in everything by prayer and supplication, with 
thanksgiving, let your requests be made known to God; and the peace of God, which 
surpasses all understanding, will guard your hearts and minds through Christ Jesus” 
(Phil. 4:6-7). 
 “Be anxious for nothing.” Paul does not mean that one is to exercise no care 
about worldly matters: no effort to preserve personal property, or to provide for one’s 
family (1Tim. 5:8), but that he has such strong confidence in God as to purposefully free 
his mind from anxiety and debilitating fear, as well as such a well developed sense of 
dependence on God so as to keep mentally and emotionally calm in the middle of 
chaos. 
 No confidence that a man can have in his own ability, no reliance that he can 
impose on his own plans, nor on the promises or loyalty of his fellow-men, and no 
calculations which he can make on the future, can give him such peace of mind as 
sincere trust in God. Paul wanted the Philippians to understand, that by making their 
requests known to God, and going to Him to talk of all of their trials and needs, their 
minds would be preserved from the despair of anxiety. The way to find peace and to 
have the heart kept from trouble is to go before the Lord with the problem (Isa. 26:3-4). 
“Keep” is a military term meaning that the mind would be guarded as an army camp or 
fort is protected. It would be preserved from the infiltration of dangerous fears and 
unnecessary alarms. 
 In depth examination of scripture brings one to the conclusion that the promises 
connected with prayer are primarily of a spiritual nature. One may pray for daily bread, 
but does God drop it in his lap? Or does God help supply him with the will to work and 
the opportunity to do so? One may pray for relief from sickness, but does God always 



heal the person, or does He supply the sufferer with the strength of heart and will to 
deal with what a day may bring.  
 I observe devout disciples come to worship in walkers and wheelchairs, with 
broken, aged, pained bodies. We pray for relief from their suffering. Does God give 
them a renewed body or a renewed spirit? 
 “Therefore we do not lose heart. Even though our outward man is perishing, yet 
the inward man is being renewed day by day. For our light affliction, which is but for a 
moment, is working for us a far more exceeding and eternal weight of glory, while we do 
not look at the things which are seen, but at the things which are not seen. For the 
things which are seen are temporary, but the things which are not seen are eternal” 
(2Cor. 4:16-18).  
 So one prays that God will protect him from harm, and He answers by giving him 
the strength to deal with the harm. Another prays for a difficult problem to go away, and 
He answers by giving her the wisdom to deal with the problem. His answers to our 
prayers are nobler that the solutions we seek. We want a physical solution to a 
temporary problem, and He gives us a spiritual answer that leads to an eternal solution. 
Prayer is not designed to be a means of excusing us from suffering; it is designed to be 
the means whereby we conquer it.  
 No one knows the mind of God, nor can any human plumb the depths of His 
eternal wisdom. God is God; He has all knowledge; He has all power; He is from 
everlasting to everlasting. He will do what He will do, and we will trust Him in faith. We 
will not blame Him when we do not understand why bad things happen to good people.  
 In order to have a realistic confidence that one’s prayers will be answered, he 
must meet the conditions of acceptable prayer. The conditions of acceptable prayer are 
not meant to be hardships (1John 5:14-15). 
 1) Prayer must be learned (Luke 11:1). There is an authorized pattern for 
acceptable prayer taught by the Lord. One must apply himself to learning it. 
 2) Prayer must be offered in faith (James 1:5-8; Matt. 21:22). Prayer must never 
be viewed a superstitious hangover from the past, nor as a possible good luck charm. 
One must never approach prayer with a “well it can’t hurt and it might help” attitude. 
One must pray believing that God will hear and answer.  
 3) Prayer must be offered with the right motive in mind (James 4:3; 1Cor. 10:31; 
Col. 3:17). Prayer is for holy purposes. One does not talk to God as if he was 
conversing with an equal, nor may he ask of God those things that would be used for 
wasteful or sinful living. 
 4) Prayer must be offered according to God's will (1John 5:14; Prov. 28:9). One 
should never ask of God for those things that are against the will of God, or that run 
counter to His revealed word. Since one must live in harmony with God’s word, it only 
makes sense that he should pray in harmony with it as well. 
 5) The supplicant must be in the right condition spiritually (John 15:7, 9:31; 
Psalm 66:18; Isa. 59:1-2; 1Peter 3:12; 1John 3:22). God has made no promises to hear 
and answer the prayers of sinners. The only assurance one has that his prayers will be 
heard, is when he is in a faithful state before the Lord. 
 6) Prayer must be offered in the name of Christ (John 14:13-14). Such a prayer 
acknowledges the role of Jesus, who by going to the cross accorded to the saved the 
privilege of approaching God in prayer. 



 It might not always be yes. It might be “wait a little while” (Rev. 6:10-11). It might 
even be “no” God said “no” to His firstborn Son, who prayed fervently that he would be 
spared the cross. God’s wisdom and purposes were greater than the desire of Jesus to 
be saved from the suffering of crucifixion; “Let this cup pass from Me” (Matt. 26:39). And 
His wisdom and purposes are greater than our desire to be spared from the physical 
trials we are facing.  
 Pray fervently for all of the petitions in your heart. Pray in full assurance of faith 
that God will hear your prayer and answer it according to His infinite wisdom. Pray 
trusting He has the power to move heaven and earth to do His own will. And pray with 
the right spirit toward God's answer: “Nevertheless, not as I will, but as thou wilt.” 


