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 “Then those who feared the LORD spoke to one another, And the LORD listened 
and heard them; So a book of remembrance was written before Him For those who fear 
the LORD And who meditate on His name. They shall be Mine, says the LORD of hosts, 
On the day that I make them My jewels. And I will spare them As a man spares his own 
son who serves him. Then you shall again discern Between the righteous and the 
wicked, Between one who serves God And one who does not serve Him” (Malachi 3:16-
18). 
 The basis of true religion - “they that feared the Lord...”  One of the most often 
misunderstood phrases in the Bible is “the fear of God.” Frequently when one read this, 
he translates the meaning from its intended purpose into something dreadful and 
unproductive. Fearing God does not take the form of an abused slave's response to a 
whip cracking master; God does not abuse His people, nor is He arbitrary in punishing 
them. Instead, God's children reverence Him with a filial-type of fear, a fear, not that 
God will harm them vindictively, but that they might displease God, the object of their 
love and reverence. Filial fear is being afraid of sinning against the Father, not being 
afraid of suffering. When one sins deliberately against God whom he claims to love, 
then his fear ought to be of punishment. (Heb. 10:26-31; Rom. 11:22) 
 The fellowship of true religion - “spake often one to another…” God created man 
to be a sociable being. In the Garden of Eden, He observed that it was not good for 
Adam to live alone, and so God made him a wife, a lifetime companion. God 
commanded that Christians in a given locality gather together to worship and to function 
collectively as a church. Through the Hebrew writer, He instructed His children to come 
together to provoke each other to love and good works, and to edify one another (Heb. 
10:24-25). In Hebrews 3:13, He told the disciples to exhort each other on a daily basis 
for spiritual self-preservation. As social beings, what interests us most is what brings us 
together, and what brings spiritually-minded people together is their faith. However, 
worship services need not be the only reason God's children should speak often one to 
another. Our bonds of friendship and love are increased and strengthened by frequent 
association. When we consider the fruit of constant association with godly people, we 
cannot help but be moved by the spiritual advantages and blessings in those 
relationships. 
 The product of true religion - “and the Lord hearkened and heard it...” Can there 
be a more pleasant sound than that of Christians engaged in edifying, uplifting 
conversation? It appears that God took note of the fact that His children were spending 
time talking with one another, and He listened to their exchanges. What an amazing 
verse! When His children are in conversation with each other, God (who is very likely 
the object of their discussions) becomes part of the exchange by participating as an 
avid listener. Paul's admonition to the Ephesians to speak only edifying words takes on 
a greater meaning when we realize just how far our words are reaching... all the way to 
the ears of God in heaven. We can be comforted by the knowledge that in every 
conversation there is a Listener who cannot misunderstand us, nor can He forget what 
we said. 



 The blessings of true religion - “they shall be Mine...” God's response to the truly 
religious takes several forms: first, He claims them as His own. Those who follow the 
will of their Father do not embarrass Him, so that He is not ashamed to call them His 
children. Like a father who has a loving, obedient child and doesn't hesitate to tell 
anyone who will listen, so it is with God and His children who honor His will. What a 
sense of belonging one has when God says “this is a child of Mine.”! Secondly, God 
makes them His own special treasure. No one would dare to neglect guarding and 
protecting what is precious to him. Likewise, God watches very carefully over the jewels 
that are His children. Thirdly, God will spare them setting them apart from the 
unrighteous. His children are accorded special treatment, and God will not permit the 
punishment that is designed for the wicked to fall upon the righteous. Lastly, God will 
make manifest the difference between His children and those who do not serve Him. 
Serving Him is the basis of this distinction. In all ages of time, men have tried to blur the 
differences between good and evil, making it subject to the fashions and whims of the 
individual. Regardless, God makes it possible to discern between those who serve God 
and those who serve themselves. God's law governing human behavior is such that the 
righteous can no more hide his righteous life than the ungodly can hide a life led by 
sinful impulses. 
 Those who fear the Lord speak often one to another, and God listens with 
interest to what they have to say. Spend time enjoying the double blessing of 
conversation with good people. 


