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 I recently received this question from a brother in Ohio: "In our Wednesday Bible study 
there was a question asked… ‘if the seven men of good reputation in Acts 6 were appointed as 
deacons?’ And, can you prove it?" 
 Answer: It must be understood that when Acts 6 was written, New Testament doctrine 
regarding the church was in process of being revealed. It was not an instantaneous process, but 
rather revelation took place on some occasions as problems arose that necessitated it. For 
example, in Acts 15 when trouble arose over the matter of circumcision, the brethren came 
together in Jerusalem and the Holy Spirit guided them into an authorized solution to the matter 
(15:28). So it is with Acts 6, when the problem arose over caring for the Grecian widows, the 
apostles in their capacity as spokesmen for the Lord provided an authorized solution (Acts 6:6). 
The apostles appeared to be doing the kind of work that was later done by elders, even though 
they were not called by that name. Acts 6:4 - "but we will give ourselves continually to prayer 
and to the ministry of the word."  
 Elders were not called by that name until Acts 11:30. In addition, James, Peter, and 
John appear to be elders in the church at Jerusalem, even though they do not have that name 
in Acts 6 (See Acts 28:8; Gal. 2:9; 1Peter 5:1). Neither are the seven men called deacons in 
Acts 6, even though they are doing the work that was later assigned to deacons (1Tim. 3:13).  
 However, it must be clear that deacons cannot be appointed in the absence of elders. 
Phil. 1:1 makes it clear that the church is scripturally organized when it has elders, deacons, 
and members. Furthermore, the men appointed to care for the distribution in Acts 6, did so 
under the direction of the apostles who appear to be serving in the role of overseers in the 
church at Jerusalem at that time. 
 It is not possible to prove that the seven men of Acts 6 were deacons, any more than we 
can prove that the apostles were elders. What we can prove is that by Acts 14:23, all churches 
were to be organized with elders, and by Philippians 1:1 local churches were scripturally 
organized with elders, deacons and members. What took place before those texts in terms of 
the organization of local churches is between those autonomous churches and the Lord. But for 
our day, we must be organized as clearly specified in the New Testament revelation of God’s 
will for local churches. We can no more return to the time of Acts chapters two through six 
organization for the church, than we can return to the time of direct apostolic teaching and 
miraculous manifestations of the Holy Spirit. We rejoice in the wisdom of God as manifested in 
the organization of the church with qualified elders and deacons. 

 


