
Anticipating What Comes Next 
By Paul R. Blake 

 
 During the singing of the invitation song, I put my songbook in the rack, pick up 
my coat and put it on, gather my Bible, notebook and class book, then I check my 
watch, nod to my children to gather their things together, all the while trying to 
distractedly sing an old familiar song from memory. What have I done?  I've finished 
worshipping before the worship period has ended. I am now in the going home frame of 
mind and not focused on the unfinished worship of God. 
 I am certain you have noticed that after the conclusion of a sermon and before 
the extending of the invitation, I ask the audience to open song books, and I pause until 
they are finished. Experience taught me that I can't speak over song books sliding out of 
racks, and if I can't speak over it, erring Christians and sinners can't hear over it. When I 
start the invitation, most of the audience has finished listening and is setting their minds 
on singing before the sermon has ended. And I understand it. Most of the audience is in 
right standing with the Lord and unconsciously realizes that the invitation is not directed 
toward them. The problem with going out of listening mode into singing mode before the 
sermon has ended is that it is infectious, that is, it spreads to persons who really need to 
hear the invitation. 
 Anticipating what comes next often tempts folks into quitting the task at hand 
before the work is done. I frequently read of old soldiers of the cross who stood fast for 
sound doctrine for most of their lives, only to draw back or compromise with error near 
the end of their days. I have personally witnessed too many examples of Christians who 
survive long through some great trial or dire temptation, only to fall away just before the 
burden is lifted. How tragic to endure the greatest part of the trial only to quit just short 
of success. They went into the resting mode before the time of rest had come. 
 "On the plains of hesitation lie the bleached bones of countless millions, who, at 
the dawn of victory, sat down to rest, and resting, died" (Sam Ewing). 
 We are called to persevere unto the end of trials and tests, we must strive 
against sin until the end of our days, and we must work in the vineyard of the Master 
until we are called home. Never give up until you pass through the gates of heaven. 
(Heb. 10:35-39) 


