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 “Can you help me understand the keys of the kingdom and the binding and 
loosing more fully (Matt. 16:18-19)? Jesus told Peter that He would give him the keys to 
the kingdom of Heaven, and He seems to be speaking specifically to Peter in giving him 
the keys, so was Peter the one to unlock the kingdom of Heaven? What does the 
binding and loosing mean?” 
 Answer: Peter was not singled out to receive the keys of the kingdom alone. 
While Peter was the leading speaker in Acts 2, he was not the only speaker on 
Pentecost. And though Peter was the first one to teach and convert Gentiles, it was less 
about Peter being honored and more about Peter's bigotry. What better testimony of the 
power of God over man’s weakness than to open the way for Gentiles with the apostle 
who had the hardest time with prejudice against them? In point of fact, all of the 
apostles were present at Peter's confession, and all of them were under the auspices of 
Jesus' declaration. Matt. 16:20 defines the context as inclusive of all of the apostles. To 
believe that Peter was singled out is a common error, an error that forms the Petrine 
doctrine of Catholicism. In Matt. 18:18, Jesus says the same thing to all of the apostles. 
 With regard to binding and loosing, Jesus told them they would be guided into all 
truth (John 16:7-14). In other words, they don't get to decide what to bind and loose. 
They only get to reveal to others what has been bound and loosed in heaven. They get 
to open up the way for others to enter the kingdom by means of preaching the gospel of 
Christ. In fact, the verb form for eisomai in that passage is not "will be bound or loosed" 
but rather "will have been bound or loosed." In short, the apostles didn’t bind and loose 
on earth and God responds in heaven by accepting their decisions; in truth, the apostles 
simply revealed on earth what had already been bound and loosed in heaven. The 
Christians followed the apostles' doctrine (all of the apostles, not just Peter), but it was 
theirs by right of proclamation, not by right of origination. (See Acts 2:42; 1Cor. 11:2; 
1Thes. 2:13; 1Cor. 14:37; 2Thes. 2:15). 


