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 A fellow evangelist recently shared his concerns with me: “What are your thoughts about 
those who think and say that Isaiah 14:12 and Ezekiel 28 refer to the origin of Satan or are 
talking about Satan? Many say that Satan was an angel and sinned and was cast to earth? Is 
that true? That would suggest then that God created Satan, as an angel, and then he rebelled 
and God cast him out.” 
 Answer - There is a lot of speculation and confusion on this subject in the 
denominational world. However, I am as astonished as you are that some members of the 
Lord’s Church seem so smitten with this doctrine. Just let the text speak for itself. Isaiah 14 is 
talking about a man; it says so more than once in more than one way. He is a pagan Babylonian 
king who is feared and powerful who ends up in a grave. Not Satan; a man. “You will take up 
this proverb against the king of Babylon, and say… Those who see you will gaze at you, And 
consider you, saying: 'Is this the man who made the earth tremble, Who shook kingdoms… All 
the kings of the nations, All of them, sleep in glory, Everyone in his own house; But you are cast 
out of your grave… like a corpse trodden underfoot. You will not be joined with them in burial, 
because you have destroyed your land and slain your people” (Isa. 14:4ff, 16, 18-20ff). 
 Ezekiel 28 is talking about the king of Tyre. It is clear in the context. “The word of the 
LORD came to me again, saying, ‘Son of man, say to the prince of Tyre’… Moreover the word 
of the LORD came to me, saying, ‘Son of man, take up a lamentation for the king of Tyre, and 
say to him’…” (Ez. 28:1-2ff, 11-12ff). People love myths and mystery and want to make more 
out of prophetic and figurative language than is actually there. 
 Luke 10:18 records a prophecy of Jesus who spoke of Satan's fall from power. Jesus 
used the "prophetic past tense" just as did many of the prophets who spoke of future events. 
Heaven does not always mean God's abode in scripture and this is especially true in prophecy. 
When speaking of a ruler, a fall from heaven represents a fall from the heights of power and 
glory. “Falling as lightning” simply means that Satan’s fall from power over death and sin will be 
sudden and catastrophic, nothing more. 
 Satan was never an angel in heaven who sinned and was cast out. To advocate this 
creates a contradiction in the unchangeable and perfect natures of Almighty and All-powerful 
God and the eternally sinless realm of heaven. It is a position built on a combination of 
denominational mythology and a weak, limited grasp of the text. The Bible does not speak 
regarding the circumstances of the origin of our Adversary; therefore, admonish the brethren to 
use their time wisely in pursuits other than empty speculation. “O Timothy! Guard what was 
committed to your trust, avoiding the profane and idle babblings and contradictions of what is 
falsely called knowledge-- by professing it some have strayed concerning the faith” (1Tim. 6:20). 

 


