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 (A fellow evangelist recently asked: “A man who is a disabled resident at the Veteran's 
Home asked one of our members who has been going to visit him if he would bring the Lord's 
Supper to him on Sunday afternoons. He is wondering if it is right to do that or not.”) 
 Communing with the Lord is a remarkably unique activity. While most things we do in 
service to the Lord are either individual or collective responsibilities, communion has elements 
of both. We commune as individuals with the Lord, but we cannot commune apart from the 
collectivity. Taking the communion items to the sick at home or in hospital, or communion by a 
family or a few friends while out camping over a weekend are all practices that developed from 
misunderstanding the truth about the Lord's Supper: that is, while we partake as individuals, we 
cannot do it apart from the assembled church. 
 Jesus placed the Supper in the Kingdom (Church). "16 for I say to you, I will no longer 
eat of it until it is fulfilled in the kingdom of God... 18 for I say to you, I will not drink of the fruit of 
the vine until the kingdom of God comes... 30 that you may eat and drink at My table in My 
kingdom" (Luke 22:16, 18, 30). The Lord's Supper was observed when the Kingdom (church) 
came together for the purpose of eating the Lord's Supper. "Now on the first day of the week, 
when the disciples came together to break bread..." (Acts 20:7) 
 1Corinthians 11:17-34 regulates the action of partaking in the church when the church 
was assembled to partake of the Lord's Supper. The context and instructions are limited to a 
church assembled for the purpose of eating the Lord's Supper. "17 Now in giving these 
instructions I do not praise you, since you come together not for the better but for the worse. 18 
For first of all, when you come together as a church... 20 Therefore when you come together in 
one place, it is not to eat the Lord's Supper. 21 For in eating, each one takes his own supper 
ahead of others; and one is hungry and another is drunk. 22 What! Do you not have houses to 
eat and drink in? Or do you despise the church of God and shame those who have nothing? ... 
33 Therefore, my brethren, when you come together to eat, wait for one another." 
 The only scriptures that address partaking of the Lord's Supper speak of it being eaten 
by the church as a collectivity. There are no texts that speak of individuals eating it alone in a 
hospital, nursing home, or sick in bed at home. In Acts 20, Paul and company waited a week at 
Troas after leaving Philippi so they could eat the Lord's Supper with the assembled church. If it's 
acceptable for a few to pull off the road on a Sunday, open a communion kit, eat the Lord's 
Supper, and then continue on their journey, then why did Paul and his companions wait at Troas 
to eat with the church on Sunday when they came together to commune with the Lord? 
 A second misunderstanding regarding the communion is the misguided belief that the 
communion service is somehow more special, important, or sacred than the rest of our worship. 
Some even believe that the Lord's Supper somehow confers Divine affirmation of their 
fellowship with God, or gives them immunity or pardon from sins, or some other denominational 
concept. While communion may be the most solemn act of worship, it is certainly not more 
important than the others. This kind of thinking has led some to believe that communion is the 
only truly necessary thing that they do on the Lord's Day. They will stay until the communion 
service is over and leave before the worship period ends, as if to say, "I've taken the 
communion; I've done my duty this week. The rest of worship is optional." 
 Whatever just and acceptable reason that prevents one from assembling when the 
disciples come together to worship, also fully excuses that one from assembling with them when 
they come together to commune with the Lord. If I am in hospital and cannot come to sing, pray, 
give, and study, and I have the faith that God understands the limits of my flesh, then I must 
accept that God accepts my inability to attend to commune. Therefore, to have someone bring a 
communion kit to me while I am sick and unable to attend is a pointless exercise, because I am 



not assembling to commune when the church assembles for that purpose; I am not practicing 
communion in the New Testament way; and, therefore I am not communing with the Lord, 
regardless of what I believe about it. I am simply going through a ritual created by men with 
misguided consciences. There is no Biblical instruction that authorizes carrying the communion 
to those who are sick or in hospital or invalid. God knows the limits of our bodies and 
understands when we are incapable of assembling to commune. 

 


