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 I received the following question: “We are studying Revelation and a question was 
brought up about the twenty-four thrones and the various animals mentioned in chapter four. 
Could you shed some light on this chapter?” 
 I believe the twenty-four thrones represent the totality of the house of God, both old and 
new. Twelve is a holy number, significant in both Old and New Testament times. There were 
twelve patriarchs whose descendants became Israel. The twelve apostles were the evangelists 
who carried out Christ's work of building the church in the present dispensation. Combining the 
two would create a symbol that represents the first among all of the redeemed of all time. 
 The four beasts or beings of power are full of eyes before and behind. Eyes represent 
several things in Bible symbolism. It could mean all seeing. It could mean visionary in the sense 
of being able to prophesy the future or perfectly discern the past. Eyes also represent 
intelligence. In this context, I believe that the eyes represent great vision, i.e. the ability to see 
and know the past, present, and future to the fullest extent. 
 The wings give the beings the ability to go anywhere their possessors are sent. Three 
pairs of wings show the power to traverse the three divisions of the earth (according to the 
ancients) above, on, and under the earth in all directions. 
 Each being of power is characterized by a representative animal. Each animal 
symbolizes a specific characteristic that is epitomized by those who serve God in heaven. For 
example, the lion represents strength (Gen. 49:9). The ox shows endurance under burden. The 
man represents sentience, reason, wisdom (which separates him from the animals). The eagle 
has penetrating vision and swift execution of judgment.  
 Put it all together and you get the following: Those who serve God before His throne are 
strong, enduring, wise, swift, penetrating of vision, and capable of going wherever God wants 
them to go. 
 Revelation is a difficult book. But when read from the perspective of the triumph of the 
church over the enemies of our Lord, and having all confidence in the glory and power of God, 
we can have confidence in understanding and profiting from its message. 

 


